Philippians 3:18-19: Enemies of the Cross
Paul begins Philippians 3 by stating that his goal in writing what follows is to safeguard the church.  He begins Philippians 3 warning the Philippian church against a works-based salvation theology.  
But now, just before he finishes Philippians 3, Paul turns and warns the Philippians against different type of false teaching that was pervasive in the church.  So let’s turn to Philippians 3:18-19 which are our verses for today:
Philippians 3:18-19: “For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.”
We’ll focus on 3 phrases in red for the rest of today:-
· “Many”
· “Destruction.”
· “Enemies of the Cross of Christ”

1. “Many”
“For many walk … whose end is destruction”, said Paul.  The obvious takeaway here is that many subscribe to the false teaching that makes them Enemies of the Cross of Christ.  This false teaching is commonplace.  But note that Paul’s words here also closely echo Matthew 7:13-14 when Jesus said: “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it”. (Matthew 7:13-14, NASB)
If you contrast the words “wide” vs. “narrow”, “many” vs. “few”, I think it is fair to conclude that Jesus is saying that the majority of people are not going to end up in heaven.  And it’s not the 51% type of majority.  It feels more like 70%, 80%, 90%.
So if, in the remaining time we have together today, should you start to feel the nudging of a guilty conscience, do not take comfort in the thought that the guy sitting next to you is doing the same thing.  When God asked Adam why he had eaten the forbidden fruit, Adam’s first reaction was to say Eve ate it too. That argument didn’t help Adam. That argument won’t help you.  In Christianity, the fact that your view is the majority view should not be a source of comfort.  The track record of majority opinion in the Bible is not great.  Majority opinion said Noah was an idiot for building the ark.  Majority opinion said Caleb and Joshua were idiots for wanting to go into the Promised Land when there were giants there.  Majority opinion screamed for Jesus to be crucified and for Barabbas to be released instead.  Majority opinion chooses the gate that is wide and the way that is broad that leads to destruction.
So what should we do?  Because the converse isn’t automatically true either; it doesn’t mean that just because you are in the minority you are automatically right.  In matters relating to the well-being of your immortal soul, the only safe course is to weigh your choices against Scripture and Scripture alone.   I often think that God elected to put His word into writing, and make it available in so many translations, so that if we can read, we have no excuse.  In 1521, Martin Luther, father of the Reformation, was charged with heresy and had to appear before more than 200 nobles and archbishops, headed by the Holy Roman Emperor, Charles V, in a trial at the Diet of Worms.  He was told to recant his writings which condemned many of the practices of the Catholic Church, or face punishment.  Martin Luther’s famous response was as follows:
“I consider myself convicted by the testimony of Holy Scripture, which is my basis; my conscience is captive to the Word of God. Thus, I cannot and will not recant, because acting against one’s conscience is neither safe nor sound. God help me. Amen.” – Martin Luther
This was not an easy decision for Martin Luther.  After he left the trial, he said “I am finished”, and he was subsequently outlawed.  His friends had to hide him in a castle to keep him safe.  But my friends – even though Martin Luther’s choice was not safe from an earthly perspective, it was the only safe course to take if your seriously believe that God exists and there is an afterlife.  So as you listen to what I have to say, let your conscience be captive to the Word of God and only the Word of God.  Because, as Martin Luther said, that is your absolute safest course. 
2. “Destruction"

But why am I talking about safety?  Because of where Paul says these “many” are headed.  “For many walk… whose end is destruction.”  “Destruction”.  When I was preparing for today’s sermon, I had to really wrestle with this word.  I really didn’t want “destruction” to mean that 4-letter word “H-E-L-L”.  Because you see, the Enemies of the Cross who Paul is talking about here are not out-and-out non-believers.  Some of these people might actually think themselves Christians.  As one preacher pointed out: the text never said that these people were enemies of Jesus.  The text says they were merely enemies of His cross.  

But there was no escape.  The word “destruction” in verse 19 is “apoleia” in greek.  It means ruin, utter destruction, or as Thayer’s puts it “the destruction which consists of eternal misery in hell.”  It is the same word as Jesus used in Matthew 17:13 when He said “the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction”.  It is the same word that Paul uses when he asks in Romans 9:22 “What if God … endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction”.  It is the same word which is used in direct contrast to the preservation of the soul in Hebrews 10:39 “But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith in the preserving of the soul”.  And it is the same word used in Revelation 17:11 “The beast which was and is not, is himself also an eighth and is one of the seven, and he goes to destruction.”

These enemies of the Cross, they are going to hell.  And they are bringing those who they mislead with them.  Poor, unwitting folk who honestly followed false shepherds through the wide gate down that broad path all the while thinking they were headed to heaven.  That is why there is such intensity in Paul’s warnings here.  Paul is being so severe – he is refusing to pad his language - because he desperate wants the Philippians to get it.  That is why Paul is weeping.  Tears of frustration, tears of anxiety, tears of sorrow, tears of love.  Paul doesn’t want innocent folk to end up in hell because of false teaching.  He loves them so much.  2 Corinthians 2:4 (ESV): “For I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart, and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.”  And if Paul is weeping, then I think that the Holy Spirit who inspired Paul to write those verses was also weeping.  This is why we should pay attention to what Paul is saying here.

But let’s dwell for a moment on my initial reluctance to acknowledge that these people might be going to hell.  Because it’s not just me, is it?  Hell is offensive.  Uncomfortable.  Awkward.  Almost unbiblical and un-Christian.  Because so many of us get so stuck on the question “How could an all-loving God send people to hell?”.  We don’t like it, we don’t understand it, we think it’s unfair.  So we avoid it, and inadvertently, instead of heaven vs hell, the modern Christian after-life gets reframed as “going to heaven” vs merely “not going to heaven”, or “going to heaven” vs merely dying.  And modern Christianity embraces the God of love and denies the existence of the God of hell like the black sheep of the family everyone wants to forget.  

But the God of love and the God of hell are the same God.  He either exists in entirety, or He does not exist at all.  See this stand?  Its existence is a fact – that has got nothing to do with whether I like it, whether I agree with it, or whether I understand it.  My friends, that is our first and only order of business - to determine whether the God of the Bible – who called Himself “I AM THAT I AM” exists.  If He does, then hell exists and it (and everything else) exists on His terms and His terms only.  Whether or not we like it.  Whether or not we agree with it.  Whether or not we understand it.  Whether or not we think it’s fair.  

And Scripture does talks about hell.  It is very biblical.  And the Holy Spirit is not grieved by its mention.  On 8 July, 1741, in Enfield, Connecticut, Jonathan Edwards, one of the greatest theologians of all time, preached his most famous sermon entitled “Sinners in the hands of an Angry God”.  This sermon was accredited as one of the key catalysts for the First Great Awakening – one of America’s greatest revivals.  

The congregation to which Edwards preached – Enfield - had a reputation of being “a stubborn flock, complacent in their worship and reluctant to implement any change in their spiritual habits”.  The central text of Edward’s sermon was Deut 32:35 where God says: “Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, in due time their foot will slip, for the day of their calamity is near, and the impending things are hastening upon them” (Deut 32:35, NASB).

Let me quote 2 excerpts from this sermon:

“Almost every natural man that hears of hell, flatters himself that he shall escape it; he depends upon himself for his own security; he flatters himself in what he has done, in what he is now doing, or what he intends to do.”

“There is nothing that keeps wicked men at any one moment, out of hell, but the mere pleasure of God. By the mere pleasure of God, I mean His sovereign pleasure, His arbitrary will, restrained by no obligation, hindered by no manner of difficulty, any more than if nothing else but God’s mere will had, in the least degree, or in any respect whatsoever, any hand in the preservation of wicked men one moment.”

· Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the hands of an angry God  

If any pastor dared to preach this sermon today, I would not be surprised if he were met with howls of protest.  Yet this sermon brought revival, so I conclude that the Holy Spirit liked it.  If you have time, I urge you to read Sinners in the hands of an Angry God in full.  It may challenge your pre-conceptions of what the Holy Spirit likes and doesn’t like.

Friends, Paul is warning against a false Christianity.  Is yours the type of Christianity that acknowledges heaven but not hell?  The only way to fit hell into your theology is if you fully and totally acknowledge of the Sovereign rights of God your Creator. Because only then will you face up to the full extent of your rebellion against God.   Do you acknowledge the full weight of your rebellion against God?  If not, how can you understand the need for the Cross?  How can you appreciate full extent of what Jesus Christ has done for you on the Cross?  He did not merely give you eternal life.  He did not merely save you from death.  He saved you from the eternal punishment which was your due as a cosmic rebel.

To quote John Stott:
“Only he who knows the greatness of wrath will be mastered by the greatness of mercy. All inadequate doctrines of the atonement are due to inadequate doctrines of God and man. If we bring God down to our level and raise ourselves to His, then of course we see no need for a radical salvation, let alone for a radical atonement to secure it.
When, on the other hand, we have glimpsed the blinding glory of the holiness of God, and have been so convicted of our sin by the Holy Spirit that we tremble before God and acknowledge what we are, namely ‘hell-deserving sinners’, then and only then does the necessity of the cross appear so obvious that we are astonished we never saw it before.
The essential background to the cross, therefore, is a balanced understanding of the gravity of sin and the majesty of God. If we diminish either, we thereby diminish the cross.” – John Stott, “The Cross of Christ”
Hell drives us to fear of God, yes.  And the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10). But more than that, hell ultimately drives us to gratitude.  Sheer gratitude for Jesus Christ our Saviour who suffered and died on the Cross, to save us from a fate so certain yet so horrible that we cannot bear to think of it even now.  The utter knee-sinking gratitude that drives a lifetime of love and commitment to Jesus for saving us not just from mere death, but from hell.  This is what John Stott means by being “mastered by the greatness of mercy”.  So that after counting the cost, we would still willingly, with both eyes open, choose to deny ourselves, take up our Cross and follow Him.  

Which brings me to my last point.  Are you willing and ready to die-to-self, pick up your cross and follow Jesus?  Or are you an Enemy of the Cross of Christ?

3. Enemies of the Cross
“For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ.”
Let’s focus now finally on these “enemies of the Cross”.  Who are these people?  Are they out-and-out heathens?  No.  The “enemies of the cross” are people who (either sincerely or insincerely) profess friendship with Jesus, but who live their lives in contradiction with His Cross.  What are their attributes?  Paul lays it out in verse 19:- (i) their god is their appetite; (ii) their glory is their shame; and (iii) their minds are set on earthly things.  
Let’s go through these 3 attributes one by one.

(i) Their god is their appetite
What does it mean to say your god is your appetite?  In some Bible versions, this is also translated as “whose god is their stomach” or “whose god is their belly”.  The Greek word for “appetite” or “stomach” or “belly” is koilia.    
But this word “Koilia” points to more than just our food-related desires.  The Greeks and Jews thought of the stomach much in the same way as we think of the heart nowadays. To quote Thayer’s Definition “koilia” is “the soul, heart, as the seat of thought, feeling, choice.”    
So when Paul says that the enemies of the cross are those whose god is their “koilia”, Paul is saying it the enemies of the cross are firstly those who are ruled by their “appetites” or “desires” in the broadest sense of the word.  Enemies of the Cross are people who place their desires first in priority.  They just do whatever they want to do.
The best explanation of belly gods I have come across is from an ancient Greek play called “Cyclops”, written by a famous Greek playwright called Euripides.  Paul, who could debate with all the Greek philosophers in Athens, probably knew this play.  “Cyclops” is about a story in which the Greek hero Odysseus and his friends are captured by the one-eyed monster called Cyclops, who decides to eat Odysseus and his friends.  When Odysseus pleads with Cyclops that eating people would upset the Greek gods, Cyclops answers: 
[bookmark: _Hlk141710459]"Wealth, mannikin, is the god for the wise.  All else is vaunting and fine words…. The earth perforce, whether she likes it or not, produces grass and fattens my flocks, which I sacrifice to no one save myself and this my belly, the greatest of gods.. For surely to eat and drink one's fill from day-to-day and give oneself no trouble at all, this is the king of gods for your wise man.” (Euripedes "Cyclops," 334-338).
“I sacrifice to no one save myself and my belly, the greatest of gods… For surely to eat and drink one’s fill from day to day, and give oneself no trouble at all, this is the king of gods” – this is what it means to have your belly as your god.  But doesn’t it sound uncomfortably close to what we want for our lives?  Doesn’t it sound uncomfortably like what we quite often pray for even?  To eat and drink one’s fill from day-to-day, and give oneself no trouble at all?  
But the Cross is troublesome.  Jesus’ call to die-to-self, pick up our Crosses and follow Him is troublesome.  And people who are ruled by their belly gods have the exactly the opposite attitude of Paul in Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified in Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” (NASB)  People who have belly gods refuse to be crucified with Christ.  It is still their former selves who lives in them, and not Jesus Christ.  Even though they may nominally call Him “saviour”, He is not their “Lord”.  People who have belly Gods refuse to pick up the Cross to follow Jesus.  They deny the call of the Cross. They are its enemies.
So what does this mean?  Is a Christian allowed any form of indulgence?  Does this mean that we must return our BMWs and renounce Wagyu beef forever more?   My answer to you is “yes” and “no”:-
Yes.  The moment you call Jesus “Lord”, you acknowledge that everything you have is His.  In that one moment, you give Him your very life + all that you hold dear your in this life.  And yes that means your car, your favourite bag, your house, and all the stocks and bonds you have in the bank.  Yes that means your career, your hopes, your ambitions, and your agendas.  Having done that, you don’t then take it all back one week later.  From the day you give yourself to Jesus, your time, your stuff, your abilities – all these are His which means they are at His disposal.  As far as everything that you have in your possession is concerned, you are just in the business of allocations.    If God tells you to allocate another bit of money to others, you say “thank you, yes sir”.  But equally, if God tells you to allocate this bit of money to yourself, you say “thank you, yes sir”.
So if you genuinely feel after praying that God has given you the go ahead to buy a BMW, then please buy that BMW and thank Him for it.  God is not mean. Proverbs 10:22 (NASB): “It is the blessing of the Lord that makes rich, and He adds no sorrow to it.” God is our generous Father who is more than willing to slaughter for us His fattened calf.  I have 2 daughters and when I give them a present I want to see delight on their faces and get a huge thank you hug.  What I do not want to see is a suspicious, dour, sanctimonious response like: “Mummy are you sure – but you usually don’t want us to have anything nice – let me give it away to our neighbor just in case you are testing me”.  So if God gives you something nice, please say thank you, accept it, and enjoy it.
But equally, to continue the analogy, if I give my daughter a treat, and she joyfully shares it with her sister (whom I also love), that decision to share would give me great joy.  As Jesus said to Peter in John 21: “Do you love Me? .. Tend my sheep”.
But most importantly, if God tells you to sell that BMW to give the proceeds to the poor, then also say “yes sir, thank you”.  Because if God is telling you to give up something you love for Him, the moment you decline, that thing becomes your god.  And it is possible that God will tell you to give up something you love.  Remember: “The Lord makes poor and rich; He brings low; He also exalts” (1 Samuel 2:7, NASB).  Either way, every way, His will is good and acceptable and perfect, so whatever cup we are allocated, we just say “Thank you Lord” and accept it and drink its contents in a way that glorifies Him.  That is what Paul means by Philippians 4:12-13 (NASB) “I know how to get along with humble means, I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”
Paul’s call here is not to renounce your desires and all the pleasures in life, but to hold them very lightly in your hand, to receive them with gratitude when God says so, to drop them at a moment’s notice when God says so, and to always, always, place them below God in importance. 

(ii) Their glory is their shame
Paul tells us that the 2nd attribute of an enemy of the Cross is that their glory is their shame.  IE, the things they are most proud of in this life, will be their shame before the throne of God.  The idea is a bit like the incident in 2020 - I don’t know if you remember this incident – when COVID first hit HK and work-from-home was a new thing, a bunch of young Hang Seng Bank management trainees decided to go hiking whilst supposedly working from home.  They happily posted their photos online, smiling at the camera and tagging the Instagram photo “Best WFH activity”. The post went viral and drew admiration from other users.  That was their moment of glory.  But then Hang Seng Bank management found out and they were not amused.  At that moment – their glory became their shame.
In this life, you are admired for the assets, the power, the approval you amass for yourself.  In heaven you are admired for the assets, the power, the approval you give up for God.  In this life, what gains you the Facebook and Instagram likes is the beautiful pictures you take of the luxurious life you lead, or statements expressing your alignment with the latest cultural trends of the day.  And social media magnifies pressure to gain the acceptance of the crowd because social media – with its “likes” and follower counts has made the approval of man more tangible than ever before.  It puts numbers into the rat race for approval.  
And the crowd grows ever more belligerent towards people who decline to fit in.  In 2012, a cakeshop with a Christian owner in the US was sued for refusing to accept a job to bake a wedding cake for a same-sex marriage.  In England recently, a teacher was made to apologise and subsequently had to leave an all-girls school for greeting her class “Good morning girls”.  Some of her students were offended because they did not identify as female.  These girls were 11-years old.  It’s harder and harder to go against the crowd.
But remember, remember, remember – that crowd that you feel so pressured to fit in with, well – that crowd may well be the one on the wide and broad road to destruction.  But the only way to resist joining them is if you care more about being shamed in heaven, than being shamed on earth.  Or to put it positively, you care more about being approved of in heaven, than being approved of on earth.

(iii) Their mind is set on earthly things.  
So we come to the 3rd and final attribute of an enemy of the cross.  “Their mind is set on earthly things” or, as the Philips bible translates it: “this world is the limit of their horizon”.   Brothers and sisters, is this world the limit of your horizon?  Another way of posing the question is: Does this life represent 100% of your reality?
But the Cross of Christ calls us to a different reality.  1 Corinthians 15:32 (NASB): “If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”  Paul himself says that if the dead are not raised, let’s worship our belly gods, and invest everything we have in this life, because that’s all we have.  But this life is not the end of our reality.  The Cross of Christ calls us to look not merely to it, but to look to what lies beyond it.  Hebrews 12:2 tells us that Jesus, “for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  Jesus ran a race – that race led to a Cross, but it did not end at the Cross, because Jesus conquered the Cross by trusting in what His Father had in store for Him beyond the Cross after His work on the Cross was done.  And so Jesus, from His seat of victory at the right hand of God the Father, now beckons us to pick up our Crosses and follow Him into this new reality – a reality that is beyond death, beyond this life, beyond the Cross, the reality of the glorious eternal life we have with Jesus as His beloved bride in heaven.  
Paul was completely invested in this reality.  Paul took everything he had on this earth, and invested it all into His future with Jesus.  That’s why Paul could say in Philippians 3:8 (Message): “Compared to the high privilege of knowing Christ Jesus as my Master, firsthand, everything I once thought I had going for me is insignificant – dog dung.  I’ve dumped it all in the trash can so that I could embrace Christ and be embraced by Him.”  
Gordon Fee observed this about Paul:
“Anyone who reads even a smattering of Paul’s writings recognizes early on that his devotion to Christ was the foremost reality and passion of his life… Christ is the beginning and goal of everything for Paul and thus is the single great reality along the way.” – Gordon D. Fee, Pauline Christology: An Exegetical-Theological Study

Brothers and sisters, is Christ your single great reality along the way?  Is He your ultimate goal?  Or do you merely use Him to achieve your ultimate goals, which are centered on yourself and your life on this earth?  To the finance people out there, what have you spent your life investing in?  It is human nature to make our largest investments in our greatest conviction calls.  We risk the most for what we most want to gain.   Is Jesus your highest conviction investment, or is He merely your downside hedge?  If He is merely your downside hedge, then no wonder you would do everything to avoid the Cross of Christ.  But if He is merely your downside hedge, can you honestly say He is your God?  

4. Conclusion
Where does this all leave us then?  I would like to end today by addressing 2 groups of brothers and sisters.
The first group is like me.  I first came to SP in 2007.  For many years, I would sit right at the back of the sanctuary.  I sat at the back of the sanctuary for the exact same reason students normally sit at the back of the class – because they wanted to avoid eye contact with the teacher, because they didn’t want to be called on by him.  With all my heart I wanted to avoid eye contact with God. I wanted to just believe enough in God to stay out of hell, but not so much that He might call on me.  Because I was so afraid of what He might ask me to give up.  Because I knew that the road to Jesus is always blocked by a big fat Cross which I had no intention of picking up.  And so there at the back of church I sat, having acknowledged Jesus existence, but not quite ready to follow Him.  
The question then is – was I saved.  Looking back from where I stand today, I have to say – I don’t think I was.  Matthew 10:38 (NASB): “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it.”  In Jesus’ own words, I was not worthy of Him.  I was exactly the kind of Christian to whom Jesus said: “So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.” (Rev 3:16, NASB).  If you are like me, then what I have for you are the words of Elijah to the sons of Israel on Mount Carmel: “How long will you hesitate between two opinions?  If the Lord is God, follow Him, but if Baal, follow him” (1 Kings 18:21, NASB).   There is nothing in the Bible that allows for a moderate, sensible, hedged Christianity.  There is no path to Christ that is easy, broad and wide.  Christianity is all-in – its symbol is the Cross – or rather – Jesus’ obedience to the point of death on the Cross.  Decide for once and for all if God exists.  If He does, then really your only option is to follow Him and believe that He will make it all worthwhile for you, if not in this life, then in the next – much longer – one.
Now let’s talk about the 2nd group.  There is a kind of Christianity today that reasons this way:- God is love. And when I am loved, I feel good.  So if I don’t feel good I am not loved.  And if someone doesn’t make me feel good that person is not Christian.  It is the kind of Christianity where people come to Church to feel loved.  To feel valued.  To feel edified.  To find affirmation.  To get their prayers answered.  Their problems solved.  They come, in short, to feel good about themselves.  And the problem is, that is all there is to their Christianity.  They love the Jesus who turns water into wine, who heals the sick, who raises the dead to life.  But they can’t deal with the Jesus who asks them to turn the other cheek, love their enemies and pick up their cross and follow Him. Their assurance of salvation denies the need for the committed Christian life.  Their confession of Christ is lip service.  They think they have acknowledged Jesus exists and they even pray to Him sometimes, and so that is great they are going to heaven.  But whilst on earth their mantra remains the same as Cyclops:
“I sacrifice to no one save myself and this my belly, the greatest of deities… For surely to eat and drink one's fill from day to day and give oneself no trouble at all, this is the king of gods for your wise man.”
Many people love this kind of Christianity.  What’s not to love about it?  But this kind of Christianity includes only heaven without hell, crowns without crosses, love without discipline, eternal life that can be gained without passing through death.  This kind of Christianity can only be justified by Scripture if we rip out more than half of its pages.  This kind of Christianity rejects any call to die-to-self as being unloving. This kind of Christianity is Christianity without a Cross.
And that, at the end of the day, is the question which Philippians 3:18-19 confronts us with.  Is it possible to believe in Jesus without embracing His Cross?  Is it possible to be saved if we just say we believe in Jesus but we don’t follow Him?  In Philippians 3:10-11 Paul said:“That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, in order that I may attain the resurrection from the dead.” Philippians 3:10-11 (NASB).  Must everything in Phillippians 3:10-11 come as a package deal?  Can we just know the power of Jesus’ resurrection but avoid the fellowship of His sufferings and conformity with His death?  Can we be an enemy of the Cross of Christ and still go to heaven? If you find yourselves struggling with these questions, as I have, please - it is time to do business with God.  [worship team]
Philippians 3:18-19 (NASB): “For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.” If you have been trying to find your way to Jesus by choosing a broad and comfortable path that has no Cross on it, repent, then recommit.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer said there is no such thing in Christianity as cheap grace.  All grace is costly.  I close today with his words: 
“Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our church.  We are fighting today for costly grace. ..
Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ.  It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life.  It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner.  Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of His Son: “Ye were bought at a price” (1 Cor 6:20), and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us.  
…Costly grace confronts us as a gracious call to follow Jesus: it comes as a word of forgiveness to the broken spirit and the contrite heart.  Grace is costly because it compels a man to submit to the yoke of Christ and follow him; it is grace because Jesus says “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
From The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
We all know the verse “Come to Me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28, NASB)  But what is mentioned less often is the next verse which sets out how Jesus will give us that rest: “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:29, NASB)  To take Jesus’ yoke upon us is to lay all we have at His feet and take up our Cross.  But He promises rest for our souls if we do it.  For He is gentle and humble in heart, and so He promises that His yoke will be easy and His burden light.  It is easy and light because Jesus Himself stands ready to carry it side-by-side with you.  Obey Him in this, and you will finally find your rest – His promise, not mine.  If anything I said today resonates with you, would you close your eyes and pray?  Would you talk to God and tell Him your innermost fears, tell Him you are willing to follow Him, even though you can’t bring yourself to take that first step, humbly ask for His help.  He won’t disappoint.   
-END-
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