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Philippians 3:20-21
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

Message

But there is far more to life for us.  We’re citizens of high heaven!  We’re waiting for the arrival of the Savior, the Master, Jesus Christ, who will transform our earthly bodies into glorious bodies like his own.  He’ll make us beautiful and whole with the same powerful skill by which he is putting everything as it should be, under and around him.

Thank you to PNate, PKenny, PSamuel, PRicky, PHyunsu, and Shao Ming.

Last week Shao did an excellent job of explaining and expounding on v. 18-19.  When she sent me her notes, my first comment was, “Thanks for the book.”

The passage before talks about the enemies of the cross: 

· Whose end is destruction – perdition or ultimate damnation.

· Whose god is their belly – sensual indulgence, pleasure.

· Whose glory is their shame – gloated about things they should be ashamed of.

· Who set their mind of earthly things – their focus was on themselves instead of the Lord.

In contrast the true believer is different.  Why?  Because of our home and our hope.

1. Our Home

Our citizenship is in heaven.

The Philippians would very well understand this understanding of citizenship.  

To spread the Roman way of life the Emperor would settle communities of military veterans in conquered territories called colonies.  Augustus gave full Roman citizenship to those veterans and any to men who had served the empire well in public service as well as to important provincial cities.  These citizens had equal rights and privileges with the citizens of Rome.

Philippi was a colony of Rome; it was under the control of Rome.  They were proud of their citizenship as Romans.

Paul reminds them that Rome is not our home.  Our home is heaven.  Contrary to the enemies of the cross whose home is earth.  

Their outlook is temporal; the citizen of heaven is eternal.

Have you ever been on a long trip and longed for home?

Every time I am on a long flight I wish someone had invented a time machine.

In the movie, The Wizard of Oz, Dorothy is uprooted from her Kansas home by a tornado.  She is transported to Oz, a wonderful place but her longing is for home.

Judy Garland


There’s no place like home.

Revelation 21:3-5

And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”  And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”  And He said, “Write, for these words are faithful and true.”

Citizenship has its privileges.

I became a US citizen in 1995 at 27.  

Pedicaris Incident.  In 1904, a Greek-American name Pedicaris was taken hostage with his step-son by a Moroccan chieftain named Raisuni.  The US government sent 7 American ships stationed in the Mediterranean Sea to Tangiers to rescue the prisoners.

Movie, the Wind and the Lion.

I was so happy to be a US citizen.  I knew that if I ever got in trouble overseas the US government would do all it could to get me out.

Kenneth Bae – North Korea.

Citizenship has its responsibilities.

William Barclay

We have our home in heaven, and here on earth we are a colony of heaven’s citizens.  Paul is saying: “Just as the Roman colonists never forgot that they belong to Rome, you must never forget that you are citizens of heaven; and your conduct must match your citizenship.”

Christians should be so marked by our heavenly citizenship that we should be noticed as different.

Talking to some bankers after their bonus was announced.  Comments of what’s wrong with you, why you are not upset?  Because their citizenship is in heaven.

Pastor friend’s dad who was dying and in total peace and calm.  His only concern was that his daughter should take his offering to church on Sunday.  Why?  Because his citizenship is in heaven.

My mom on her death bed while she was in pain, the last words I heard her say was, man yi goseng haechi?  You must have been very troubled.  Why, because her citizenship is in heaven.
As a believer, are you different than the world?  Or are you just the same?

Are you a secret agent Christian?  007?

Matthew 5:16

Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 10:32-33

Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.

Years ago I ran into my football coach at Costco.

There is a significant contrast between the citizens of earth in verses 18-19 and the citizens of heaven in verses 20-21.

2. Our Hope

Our hope is heaven is coming.  Our hope is Jesus is coming soon.

Paul uses the terms Savior and Lord, which were also used of Caesar.

Julius Caesar was declared as the “universal Savior of mankind.”

Christians were martyred for refusing to call Caesar Lord.

We are to eagerly wait for Jesus’ return.

The Greek word eagerly wait has a sense of excitedly waiting but also of patience – assiduously and patiently waiting for.

Assiduously – with great care and perseverance.

When I was younger I was so excited about going to my first camping trip with the Boy Scouts.  I packed my backpack weeks ago.  I couldn’t do anything.  I was totally unproductive and impatient.  This is not eagerly waiting.

I think this means that we should not move to the mountains and just simply wait for His return.  We should be fully anticipating His coming but also keep ourselves busy serving Him.

We eagerly wait for His coming by being ready for His coming.

Last night we had guests in our home.  Three wonderful couples.

We prepared for their arrival.  We cleaned our home, got the kids ready, prepared some food.  We were ready for our guests.

Even though we don’t know when He will return, we should prepare our homes for His return.

Luke 12:40

You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect.

We should all prepare ourselves to meet Him.

When Jesus comes may He find us living pleasing lives.

William Barclay

The best way to prepare for the coming of Christ is never forget the presence of Christ.

Our hope is we will be transformed, even our body.

Christ will do what no Caesar can do – He will transform our body that it may be conformed to His glorified body.  Resurrected, glorified body made for heaven.

Matt Redman, Eyes of My Heart


Every day, I see more of Your beauty.

Every day, I know more of my frailty, Lord.

And I can only hope I’ll be changed, 

Even as I look upon Your face.

For the eyes of my heart, 

They’re on You forever, they’re on You forever

Our hope is we will be changed and transformed!
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