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Philippians 4:1
Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.

Message

My dear friends!  I love you so much.  I do want the very best for you.  You make me feel such joy, fill me with such pride. Don’t waver.  Stay on track, steady in God.

Have you ever longed for anything?  2020 was a good year.  The Dodgers and the Lakers won the World Series and NBA Championship.  The Lakers last won in 2010 and the Dodgers last won in 1988.

Israel 2006 less than a year after Elyse was born.  Drove with a picture of her on my dashboard.  Missed her so much.

Paul having sat in prison for some time now longs to see the Philippian church that has sent Epaphroditus and funds to help him.  

He calls the Philippian church his joy and crown.  

Crown – stephanos – a wreath or garland, which was given as a prize to victors in public games.  A crown of achievement.  

Different than a crown a king wears (diadema).

Paul asked the Philippian church to live for Christ, to be like Christ, to rejoice in the Lord, and now Paul asks the church to stand firm in Christ.

Why?

1. Our Future is Secure

Remember our citizenship is in heaven.  This is not our home.

Philippians 3:20

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

Probably what we fear more than anything else is death.  Jesus has already overcome that for us.

Mark 5:39

And entering in, He said to them, “Why make a commotion and weep?  The child has not died, but is asleep.

Mark 5:41

Taking the child by hand, He said to her, “Talitha kum!” (which translated means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”).

To Jesus death is just sleep.  Let’s get some perspective.

We will all fall asleep and be awakened by the sound of His voice.  

This is why we as Christians should not fear death – it’s just a nap.

This narrative of death being just sleep was used throughout the New Testament.

1 Thessalonians 4:13

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as indeed the rest of mankind do, who have no hope.

1 Corinthians 15:6

After that He appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep.

Acts 7:60

Then he fell on his knees and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!”  Having said this, he fell asleep.

What an incredible perspective.  This is our Christian hope.  

When I said goodbye to my beloved mother some 15 years ago and Juanita last year I kissed them and told them I will see them again soon when we all awake from our naps.

Jesus has power over death.

1 Corinthians 15:54-57

But when this perishable puts on the imperishable, and this mortal puts on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written: “DEATH HAS BEEN SWALLOWED UP in victory.  WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR VICTORY?  WHERE, O DEATH, IS YOUR STING?”  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the Law, but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Our Present Circumstances Can Be Overcome

Remember He is with us.

Romans 8:31

What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?

He calls us more than conquerors.

Romans 8:37

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.

Overwhelmingly conquer – hypernikao – decisive victory.  

Hyper – beyond, more.

Nikao – victory.

As a follower of Christ the Holy Spirit lives in you and that makes all the difference in the world.

1 John 4:4

You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.

Besides, challenges to the Christ follower are opportunities for God.

What man calls adversity, God calls opportunity.

As a follower of Christ the challenges we go through can turn into blessings.

Ludwig van Beethoven lived much of his life in fear of deafness.  He was concerned because he felt the sense of hearing was essential to creating music.  In time the very thing he feared came true and he became completely deaf.  He overcame his fears and hearing limitations and composed some of his greatest works.  With distractions shut out melodies flooded in on him.  His deafness became a great asset.  He wrote his most famous symphony – Symphony No. 9 as well as five other symphonies and Moonlight Sonata.

Isaiah 61:3

To grant those who mourn in Zion, giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting.  So they will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.

3. Our Past is Forgiven

Do you have any regrets?

I regret not playing baseball in high school and college.  

I regret getting married later and having kids later.

I regret not trusting in the Lord at some key moments in my life.

I regret yelling at my mom when my rent check bounced when I was in college and they were going through a difficult financial time.

I regret just about every sin I have committed.

Praise God Jesus dealt with our sin.

Colossians 2:14

Having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

John Stott tells the story of Marghanita Laski, one of the best-known secular humanists and novelist.  In 1988 before she died she said this on television in a moment of surprising candor.

What I envy most about you Christians is your forgiveness; I have nobody to forgive me.

1 John 1:9 NIV

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Paul calls us to stand firm in Christ.

Ephesians 6:10-14a

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.  Stand firm therefore,…
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