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Philippians 4:2-3
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord.  Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Message

I urge Euodia and Syntyche to iron out their differences and make up.  God doesn’t want his children holding grudges.  And, oh, yes, Syzygus, since you’re right there to help them work things out, do your best with them.  These women worked for the Message hand in hand with Clement and me, and with the other veterans – worked as hard as any of us.  Remember, their names are also in the Book of Life.

As we continue to look at the rest of chapter 4 we cannot forget the encouragement of Paul to stand firm from verse 1.

I believe Paul is addressing how to stand firm in the rest of the chapter.

If there were a title for this section it would be:

Stand Firm in Relationships
There seems to be two women who are embattled in a dispute with each other.  Notice Paul doesn’t take sides.  He appeals to their relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our relationship with Jesus should impact every other relationship we have especially with others who have a relationship with Jesus.

Luke 17:1

And He said to the disciples, “it is inevitable that stumbling blocks should come, but woe to him through whom they come!” 
Stumbling blocks – offense.

Definition – the movable stick or trigger of a trap or snare; any person or thing by which one is entrapped or drawn into error or sin.

The Greek word is skandalon - scandal

 

We see from the Scriptures that offenses will come, but how we respond to them is the real question.
Our response to an offense will determine our near future.
Life is all about learning how to love, and God wants us to value relationships and make every effort to maintain them instead of discarding them whenever there is a rift, a hurt or a conflict. In fact, the Bible tells us that God has given us the ministry of restoring relationships. 

2 Corinthians 5:18​

Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 

For this reason a significant amount of the New Testament is devoted to teaching us how to get along with one another. 

Philippians 2:1-2, Message 

If you've gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if His love has made any difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you ... agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends. 

What is a sign of spiritual maturity?  

· Fasting?

· Going on mission trips?

· Speaking in tongues? 

Paul taught that our ability to get along with others is a mark of spiritual maturity. 

Proverbs 19:11

A person’s discretion makes him slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.

When someone is easily angered they allow others to control them.  A self-controlled person doesn’t let the enemy bait him into a fight.

Romans 12:21


Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Only a Spirit-controlled, mature person can do that.

Jesus wants His family to be known for our love for each other.  

Therefore, broken fellowship is not a testimony we want to portray to unbelievers. 

This is why Paul was so embarrassed that the members of the church in Corinth were splitting into warring factions and even taking each other to court. 

1 Corinthians 6:5-6, Message

I say this as bluntly as I can to wake you up to the stupidity of what you're doing.  Is it possible that there isn't one levelheaded person among you who can make fair decisions when disagreements and disputes come up?  I don't believe it.  And here you are taking each other to court before people who don't even believe in God!  How can they render justice if they don't believe in the God of justice? 

Paul was shocked that no one in the church was mature enough to resolve the conflict peaceably.  In the same letter, he wrote: 

1 Corinthians 1:10, Message
I'll put it as urgently as I can: You must get along with each other. 

If you want God's blessing on your life and you want to be known as a child of God, you must learn to be a peacemaker. 

Matthew 5:9

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

What can we do?  How can we overcome offenses?  Paul lays it out for us so well through the rest of the chapter.

1. Rejoice always

Philippians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 

2. Gentle spirit

Philippians 4:5


Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. 

3. Focus on the Positives

Philippians 4:8-9

Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things.  The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.
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