Intro
Part 3 of Standing firm in our relationships.
Philippians 4:2-3
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. Indeed, true companion, I ask you also to help these women who have shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.
There seems to be two women who are embattled in a dispute with each other.  Notice Paul doesn’t take sides.  He appeals to their relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our relationship with Jesus should impact every other relationship we have especially with others who have a relationship with Jesus.
Luke 17:1
And He said to the disciples, “it is inevitable that stumbling blocks should come, but woe to him through whom they come!”
Stumbling blocks – offense.
Definition – the movable stick or trigger of a trap or snare; any person or thing by which one is entrapped or drawn into error or sin.
Offense is a trap. Just as Euodia and Syntyche, all of us have experienced offense, and obsessing with it. You re-play it over and over in your head, and imagine the confrontation of a crushing comeback. Even when you know it’s a waste of time, you can’t help but keep thinking about it. It’s a trap!
Stand firm in the Lord.
Don’t waver. Stay on track, steady in God.
· We see from the Scriptures that offenses will come.
· We in our own lives that offenses will come.
· Social media is filled with offenses.
How can we respond and stand firm in the Lord?
Parts One & Two
1. Talk to God before talking to anyone else
2. Rejoice Always
3. Gentle Spirit
4. Focus on the Positives
Today for Part 3
· Focus is from the perspective of the offender.
· Just as it is inevitable that you will be offended, it is also inevitable that you will offend someone else.
There are three scenarios as the offender:
1. The offended talks to you, and at that moment you realize you’ve offended someone.
2. You get into an argument with someone, and you are aware that you’ve offended them.
3. You hear from others that you’ve offended someone.
In every scenario, your response is critical. A bad response can make things go from bad to worse.
I have three points today in how we respond.


1. What is your Objective?
This applies to both the offended and the offender. In your response, what are you trying to achieve in the way you respond? What is the end goal?
Are you trying to win the argument?
Do you want to let the other person know how bad they are?
Luke 17:3-4
Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.”
The implication of Jesus telling us to go through this process over and over again, is that each time forgiveness is extended the relationship is reestablished. In other words, reconciliation.
Rebuke → Forgiveness → Reconciliation
The objective, the end goal is reconciliation.
Jesus makes it clear in Matthew 5.
Matthew 5:23-24
Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.
How important and urgent is reconciliation? God prefers that even In the middle of the service, it’s better that you work it out, then to go on with worship and pretend everything is fine.
If our objective is reconciliation, it gives us a filter to what’s appropriate in our response. If it’s conducive for reconciliation, then say it. If it’s not, hold your tongue! Having the right purpose is the basis for my next two points.
Let’s go a little deeper with this. What is your motive for reconciliation? Why do you have these hard conversations?
1. Obedience:
a. Scripture.
b. God told me.
It’s a good reason for you, but it’s a poor reason for the other person.
Eg. Asking out someone because God told you to. Do you even like me?
Eg. Asking for forgiveness because God told you. Do you even care about me?
2. The primary motive is Love.
a. It bothers you that there is conflict
b. It bothers you that you’ve hurt someone feelings that you care about
Matthew 5:9
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
Why peacemakers? Why not the obedient shall be sons? There is something about a peacemakers that captures the heart of God. Just as God the father wants his children to get along, peacemakers are bothered when their brothers and sisters don’t get along. You care when family relationships are broken, and you desire for them to be restored. You’re not indifferent. In fact you’ll even get involved because you love them. Eg. Paul with Euodia and Syntyche.
Therefore if your brother or sister has offended you,
Your objective is reconciliation.
Your motive is love.


2. It’s not About You. It’s About Understanding the Other Person.
When someone approaches you to share their offense with you, it’s not about you!
I know you want to explain to them how they’ve misunderstood, and you want them to understand your intentions, and justify your actions, but it’s not about you!
Philippians 2:3-4
… regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
This is wisdom for good relationships, but especially in confrontation.
With reconciliation as the objective, you achieve reconciliation by trying to understand the offended person!
Four steps of understanding:
1. Listen.
a. Don’t interrupt.
b. Don’t hijack the conversation.
c. Don’t get offended (hardest)
2. Be thoughtful
3. Ask questions for clarification
a. Don’t say, I don’t get it. Can you explain better?
4. Explain back so that they feel understood
a. No accusations!


3. Take Responsibility
Proverbs 15:1 MSG
A gentle response defuses anger, but a sharp tongue kindles a temper-fire.
Just saying sorry is half the battle. The other half is, what are you sorry for? If you did point two well, it will be clear as to what you are sorry for.
I know we want fairness, and we should all take responsibility. But that's not how it works.
Matthew 7:5
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.
When it comes to offense and confrontation, you need to compartmentalize. Take care of one offense at a time.


Conclusion
Whether you are the offended, the offender, dealing with confrontation. It is hard. 
We’re all on the same team.
We’re running this race together.
Luke 17:5-6
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and be planted in the sea’; and it would obey you.
Jesus was able to overcome sin, and reconcile mankind to him. He can heal our offended hearts and bring reconciliation in our relationship. But we just need to be willing to try! Mustard seed size faith in Jesus!
