Rev. Samuel Song 
                Philippians 4:14-17
                    19 November 2023

Philippians 4:14-17

Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my affliction.  You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs.  Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.

Message

I don’t mean that your help didn’t mean a lot to me—it did.  It was a beautiful thing that you came alongside me in my troubles.  You Philippians well know, and you can be sure I’ll never forget it, that when I first left Macedonia province, venturing out with the Message, not one church helped out in the give – and – take of this world except you.  You were the only one.  Even while I was in Thessalonica, you helped out—and not only once, but twice.  Not that I’m looking for handouts, but I do want you to experience the blessing that issues from generosity.

Remember the theme of chapter 4 is Joy, Rejoice.

Paul’s last thought was focused on his ability to be content and that he could do all things through Christ who strengthens him.  

Paul is grateful for the Philippian church for their generosity towards him and the ministry so he is able to travel and spread the gospel.

His message on learning to be content could seem as if he didn’t appreciate the gift but he did, not so much for his benefit but for the benefit of the giver.

Giving isn’t about losing something, it is about gaining something.

Philippians 4:17

Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.

The more you give, the more you get.

Folly of prosperity movement – goal is to get.  I give so I can get.

OT error – wealth and health was a sign of God’s blessing.

John 9:2-3

And his disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?”  Jesus answered, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.

John Wimber


We give to get to give.

You can never out give God!

Luke 6:38

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.

God does something in our hearts when we move in generosity.

Let’s first make it very clear – God does not need your money. 

If God needed your money He would be an impotent God.

But God asks us to give not for His sake, but for ours.

1. Giving overflows in thanksgiving to God

2 Corinthians 9:11-12

you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.  For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through many thanksgivings to God.

How you handle money reveals volumes about your priorities, loyalties and affections.

If we truly believe that God is the one who blesses us with jobs, our ability to do our jobs well and everything in between then the natural course is to give.

2. Giving frees us from the spirit of mammon

Matthew 6:24

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other or he will hold to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and mammon.

Milton’s poem, Paradise Lost, is his picture of hell.  He wrote it to “justify the ways of God to men.”  

Milton showed Satan as a fallen commander in chief surrounded by his demon generals.  Among them were Molech, Dagon, Osiris, Isis, Beelzebub, and Belial.  Each of these was the god of an idol-worshipping culture in ancient times.  Milton depicts another demon standing by Satan’s side.  That demon’s name was Mammon.  He was one of the most productive and skilled demons in hell.  He is always depicted as hunched over as if he is constantly searching the ground for valuables.

After reading Matthew 6:24, you understand why Milton placed Mammon there.

Jesus clearly suggests that it is possible to serve mammon instead of serving God.

But Jesus goes further and states that it is impossible to serve both at the same time.  

There is no middle ground.  Mammon is a jealous god.

The spirit of mammon tries to tell us that we don’t need God – trust in riches!

In Paradise Lost mammon has a great speech where he tells the other fallen angels to be content in hell.

Pastor Jimmy Evans

Mammon promises things that only God can give—security, significance, identity, independence, power, and freedom.  Mammon tells us that it can insulate us from life’s problems and that money is the answer to every situation.

Mammon is nothing more than the system of this fallen world that stands in sharp opposition to God and His ways.

Money is not the answer to man’s problems.  God is. 

Remember, Jesus never told anyone the answer was more money.  

Luke 16:10-12

He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. If therefore you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous mammon, who will entrust the true riches to you?   And if you have not been faithful in the use of that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own?

I pray you would be able to experience the joy of giving.

2 Corinthians 9:7                                                                                                                               Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver. 
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