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Philippians 4:20-23

Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  Greet every saint in Christ Jesus.  The brethren who are with me greet you.  All the saints greet you, especially those of Caesar’s household.  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Message

Our God and Father abounds in glory that just pours out into eternity.  Yes.  Give our regards to every follower of Jesus you meet.  Our friends here say hello.  All the Christians here, especially the believers who work in the palace of Caesar, want to be remembered to you.  Receive and experience the amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, deep, deep within yourselves.

Paul had a sincere desire to glorify God.  It was all for God and His glory.

Amen from the Hebrew word meaning certainty, truth or verily and is translated in the New Testament as “so be it.”  Related to the Hebrew verb, which means to be reliable and to be trusted.  It’s an expression of confident and joyful affirmation.

His heart was to give a blessing and greet every saint – holy one.  The term saint wasn’t just for special people but everyone who calls Jesus Lord.  

The saints that are with him greet them and also the believers in Caesar’s household.  Testimony that even while in prison Paul has been busy in his calling to preach the gospel to all.  Caesar at that time was Nero probably the worst Emperor of Rome ever.  But even though they are in the home of a cruel man the Holy Spirit is working to bring salvation to this house.  

Paul begins and ends Philippians with a greeting of grace.  

Philippians 1:1-3

Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, including overseers and deacons: grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Fitting as our Christian lives start and end with the grace of Jesus.

(Bond-servants in NT times voluntarily gave their lives to their master).

Historically, after the apostolic age the early church father Ignatius traveled through Philippi and Polycarp wrote a famous letter to the church there.

What are the lessons we can learn Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi?

1. Make Jesus the Center

Jesus was everything to Paul.  Living was for Christ.  Dying got him closer to Christ.

Philippians 1:21


For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

Paul wanted to move from self-centeredness to Christ-centeredness.

Philippians 2:3-8

Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking on the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point to death, even death on a cross.

For Paul, Jesus is everything.  The reason he breathes, the reason he sings, the reason he lives.  

Make Jesus the center of your life!

2. Rejoice Always Regardless of the Circumstances

He starts off by saying he offers prayer for them with great joy.

Philippians 1:3-4

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,

Even when people may not be sharing the gospel with pure motives he still rejoices that Christ is being proclaimed.

Philippians 1:18

What then, only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice.  Yes, and I will rejoice,

Paul lets us know how we can have complete joy.

Philippians 2:2

Make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.

Receive ministers with joy and honor them.

Philippians 2:29

Receive him then in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in high regard,

The church was Paul’s great joy and crown.

Philippians 4:1

Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, in this way stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.

Philippians 4:4


Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say rejoice!

Even when you aren’t getting along with people and life is tough.  If Jesus is in our lives and He is in the picture there is always a reason for joy!

3. Run the Race

Paul uses the imagery of a long distance race to describe the Christian life.  It’s not a sprint.  It takes time, devotion, sacrifice, and dedication to run His race.

Philippians 2:16

Holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.

Paul trains himself for the goal of Christ’s calling.

Philippians 3:13-14

Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

His finish line was to be like Christ and finish the race.

Philippians 3:10-11

That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
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