231224 Christmas Service - What Christmas Teaches Us
[21-day Fasting reminder] 
[Pray] 
INTRO
Nice decorations on stage - from Camp Fire by YWAM Tuen Mun
· Our boys went
· Many parents sent their children (I think 39)
· Why? Because we want them to learn the true meaning of Christmas
· My text to my parents asking for prayer
· We all have a desire to TEACH our children what is true and what is important. We’re always thinking - “what are the good lessons that can be taught in any situation?”
Even with a movie night - my mindset as a parent is what is the movie teaching our children? 
· Home Alone
· Shocked to hear the language and how mean they are to each other
· What is it trying to teach? 
· The value of forgiveness, the preciousness of family, love, care
· My desire to control the situation
· They seem to mostly enjoy the pranks
What does Christmas teach us? 
1) Christmas teaches us God loves us
John 3:16 NIV
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Not strictly a Christmas passage, but it captures the essence of what Christmas is about
· The gift of Jesus - God’s only Son, given to the world, out of His great love for us
Matt’s worship leading in 2018, Dec 23
Extravagant
It's extravagant, it doesn't make sense
We’ll never comprehend the way You love us
It's unthinkable, only heaven knows
Just how far You'll go to say You love us.
Not a traditional Christmas song, but Matt’s sharing was so memorable
· Imagine God saying
· They will finally know how much I love them! 
· They have all these questions about my character, what kind of a God I am, (is He a good God? A God of love?) 
· This will be proof beyond doubt that I love them SO MUCH, enough to give my Son (give myself)
Isn’t that powerful!
One of the biggest philosophical challenges to the Christian faith is human suffering
· If God is good, if God is loving, why is there so much suffering in the world? 
And when we go through painful situations personally, it's no longer an intellectual battle. We feel that frustration and question on the inside, out of experience. 
· I thought You were supposed to be good!?
· I thought You loved me
· What’s going on? 
What Christmas teaches us is that while we may not fully understand WHY certain things happen in the world and in our lives, it’s NOT because God is not GOOD; it’s NOT because God doesn’t LOVE us. 
· There is some other reason, some other purpose. We don’t understand. Sometimes we get understanding later. Sometimes we won’t understand until we get to heaven. 
· But we can trust this - God is a good God and He loves me. He demonstrated it by giving us His one and only Son. 
2) Christmas teaches us “God with us”
Matthew 1:18-23 NIV
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
One of the names given to Jesus is Immnuel - God with us. 
John says in John 1:14 - the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
And God, who became flesh and dwelt among us as man, in the person of Jesus, 2000 years ago. He is still “God with us” today. 
Matthew 28:20 ESV
…And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
Sometimes the most powerful and meaningful thing you can do for another person is simply to be present with them
· The ministry of presence
Examples:
· 9am Being present with a child in a bad place
· 1130am My dad going hiking with me
Actually, this is one of the answers to that difficult question of suffering. 
· The why of suffering may never be fully comprehended while we're here on earth
· But what we do have as children of God is that He is with us in the suffering
· And even more than that - he is a God who suffers with us. 
· Not sitting aloof, from a distance, saying I got you
· While on hearth, he experienced weakness, temptation, pain, loss, rejection, hunger, weariness
· Heb 4:15 - He’s not UNABLE to empathize with our weakness
· And even more so, on the cross, the fullness of suffering was laid upon him
· Isaiah 53:4 NIV
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.
Gospel Coalition article by Trevin Wax - The Savior Who Suffers With Us
Christianity does not answer the question Why. Instead, God provides – not the answer to the intellectual dilemma – but the resolution to the problem. Christians look to the cross.
There, in the midst of God’s own grief and sorrow, we see God with us and believe that he is able somehow to take up our burdens upon himself and deliver us from our despair. He is not distant from our pain. He understands our suffering because Jesus Christ – God in human flesh – suffered.
The cross is God’s answer to our cry.
The cross is the culmination of Immanuel (God with us). But it began at Christmas, when God came down and became like one of us, took on human form, and from the get-go, as a newborn, experienced all of life’s difficulties that we’ve all gone through. 
Christmas teaches us - we can be confident that right now, in whatever situation you are in, God is with us. He is with you. He is holding you. Walking with you. Carrying you. Suffering with you. 
3) Christmas teaches us to worship (especially at Christmas time)
Matthew 2:10-11 NIV
10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
The story of the Magi that come from the East looking for the newborn King of the Jews
· Not much is known about the Magi
· Daniel, during his time in Babylon, became the Chief of Magi
· Scholars speculate that perhaps the Magi in this story have come from Babylon/Persia, and that they learned about the future coming of the King of the Jews through Daniel’s prophecies and teachings
They are the very first Gentiles (non-Jews) to recognize Jesus as Messiah, King, and Lord (worthy of worship) and worship Him.
· This story is a foreshadowing of the Gentile inclusion (how salvation was no longer limited only to the Jews, but available and open to all who would receive Jesus as their King and Lord)
And what do we learn from this story? 
· The right response to Jesus is worship
· King Herod’s response - hostility
· The response of the teachers of the law - disinterest
· The Magi - bowing down in worship
· They model for us what is the right response to the coming of Jesus
Monica’s insight
· Christmas can become SO busy and packed with so many things to do
· Planning get-togethers
· Figuring what to buy as presents, buying them, wrapping them, and giving them out
· Decorations
· Kids activities
· Advent calendars
· It’s difficult to slow down and really reflect, worship, give our hearts and minds to Christ in this time. We’re stretched too thin. We haven’t given ourselves the capacity to think about the most important aspect of Christmas
Gospel Coalition article by Dustin Messer - Why Our Church Is Having Christmas Day Services
Talking about the rise of consumerism in our culture, he explains we have become “man as consumer” 
Homo consumens - “man as consumer”
Sellers don’t just hawk products, they sell us an anthropology. If we come to understand ourselves as homo consumens, “man as consumer,” our souls will be empty, but so will be the shelves at the store, and that’s a trade the advertisers are willing to make.
Sadly, perhaps more than any other time of the year, Christmas time highlights and reveals our attachment to consumerism. Gifts, food, Christmas-themed activities - not BAD things. They can be great and they add value to our lives, but there is something sad about the commercialization of Christmas. Just google it and you’ll see so many articles explaining and lamenting the fact that Christmas has become so commercialized. 
But the biblical account of Christmas teaches us that we are called to be “man as worshiper”
Homo adorans - “man as worshiper.” 
But at Christmastime, above all seasons, it’s important to remind ourselves of who we are: homo adorans, “man as worshiper.” When we understand ourselves rightly, we understand church rightly, and vice versa.
When we see ourselves as worshiper, rather than consumer, we understand church is not just another Christmas activity, but a time to fulfill what we are created to do. 
Finish with a quote from Eugene Peterson in his book, Leap Over a Wall
[Sung] Worship is the strategy by which we interrupt our preoccupation with ourselves and attend to the presence of God. Worship is the time and place that we assign for deliberate attentiveness to God—not because he’s confined to time and place but because our self-importance is so insidiously relentless that if we don’t deliberately interrupt ourselves regularly, we have no chance of attending to him at all at other times and in other places.
It’s not that God needs us to set aside time to think about Him, reflect on Him, sing to Him, bow down to Him, worship Him. It’s not for His sake that we set aside a confined time and place to worship Him. It’s for oursake. We pause. We turn away from distractions. We turn away from all the other things that demand our attention and give God our focused attention lest we become “man as consumer” and lose our soul.
Let’s take this time to worship God (Father Son and Spirit). Let’s become “man as worshiper”, which is what we have been created to do. We will find our deepest fulfillment and joy when we give our hearts to God in worship. 
Reflect on God’s goodness and love. Reflect on God who is with us in all we’re going through. And let’s take this time to worship Him. 
