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Come, Holy Spirit.

Mother’s Day 1980.  Anaheim Vineyard

Lonnie Frisbee


We’ve been offending the Holy Spirit for so long.  Let’s invite Him back.  


Come, Holy Spirit.

Holy Trinity Brompton

Sandy Millar invited John Wimber in the Spring of 1982 to speak to his homegroup leaders about 80 of them.

Wimber gave a talk about healing.  He announced a break and said after they would do some healing.  

Longest coffee break.  He moved from the front row to the back of the room.  After some words of knowledge – congenital back defect (Jeremy Jennings now Pastoral Director of HTB) and a girl trying to conceive.

5-6 married women in the room and none of them were trying to conceive.  Then Sarah Wright stood up.

Sandy Millar

I have often said that I think that was the moment at which our fellowship grew up. Because it suddenly became possible for a beautiful girl in a beautiful congregation in a beautiful part of London to confess that all was not well, that something was wrong in her life. John prayed for her with huge love-intensely and simply. He just put his hand on her head and commanded healing.
9 months later Sarah gave birth to a beautiful baby boy and Millar says that baptizing the boy was one of the most moving things he has ever done.

Sep 2016 visited Oxford and spent a day in London meeting with Nicky Gumbel.  Showed us the room that John Wimber prayed for the leaders before service.
***Show pictures
Nicky Gumbel

Taking the Holy Spirit out of Alpha is like driving a Ferrari without the engine.  Why would you do that?

Ephesians 5:15-20

Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 

Key is to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Present tense imperative - We must be continually filled with the Holy Spirit, keep on being filled with the Spirit.

Comparison to being drunk with wine ... become sober so must drink again.

Definition: Being filled with the immediate presence of God Himself

• Feeling what God feels

• Speaking by God's word and power

• Desiring what God desires

• Doing what God wants

• Knowing with the knowledge that God Himself gives

Romans 8:5

For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

The Message

Those who think they can do it on their own end up obsessed with measuring their own moral muscle but never get around to exercising it in real life. Those who trust God's action in them find that God's Spirit is in them -- living and breathing God! Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; attention to God leads us out into the open, into a spacious, free life. Focusing on the self is the opposite of focusing on God. Anyone completely absorbed in self ignores God, ends up thinking more about self than God. That person ignores who God is and what he is doing. And God isn't pleased at being ignored.

Let's break down some unbiblical assumptions.

It doesn't just happen to some people and not to others. Fatalistic view.

The filling of the Holy Spirit is available to all.

What we tend to focus on is the manifestation of the Spirit or the Spirit-produced display.

It doesn't just happen on it’s own.

Parallel to being drunk with wine. Someone has to go out and get some wine and drink it.

Actively pursue.

Paul issues a command here. He thinks there is something we can do that can bring it about or why issue a command.

It's not automatic or magical. As if you could somehow pray some special prayer or some special person lays hands on you because the Holy Spirit is a Person.

It's about having a relationship with a Person who happens to be God.

1.  Power vs. Person

Pneuma – wind, breath of nostrils or mouth.  The disposition or influence, which fills and governs the soul of any one.  Noun

Pneuma is a neuter noun.  In other words neuter nouns are neither male nor female.  There are currently none that exists in English.

Writers of the Scripture break from proper Greek grammar in that the proper translation of pneuma should be It but they write He.  Why?  Because the Holy Spirit is not some power, force, or feeling.  The Holy Spirit is a Person, the 3rd Person of the Trinity.

Since He is a Person He also has a personality.  As a person our attitudes, thoughts and actions can have an affect on Him.

We can:

· Quench Him – 1 Thessalonians 5:19

Do not quench the Spirit.

· Grieve Him – Ephesians 4:30

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God

Quenching refers to a fire being put out.  

Only a person can be grieved.  This can give us great insight in how we should embrace the Holy Spirit in our lives.

How do we grieve the Holy Spirit?  The Ephesians passage gives us some very clear insights.  Lying, cursing, being sexually immoral, being bitter, unforgiving, living like pagans, being angry, stealing, slandering, etc…

I want to recognize and honor Him as the 3rd Person of the Trinity.  

I want Solomon's Porch to honor the Father, the Son Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.

2.  Indwelling vs. Overflowing

1 Corinthians 12:3

Therefore I make known to you, that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

If you have asked Jesus to be Lord of your life then you can be assured that the Holy Spirit dwells in you.

Jesus makes it clear however that there is a difference between the indwelling Holy Spirit and the overflowing Spirit. 

In John 4:13, He tells the woman at the well, who needed saving grace, that the water He had to give would become in her a well of water springing up to eternal life. 

Then, in John 7:38, speaking about the Holy Spirit who would later be given, He says:

He who believe in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’ 

Jesus distinguishes between coming to receive eternal life at the well of salvation, and rivers of living water that not only refresh us, but also flow out of us in ministry to other people by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

All Christians have a well of salvation but not all Christians have living water flowing out of them.

3. Have Holy Spirit vs. Holy Spirit have us

Moody was to have a campaign in England. An elderly pastor protested, "Why do we need this 'Mr. Moody'? He's uneducated, inexperienced, etc. Who does he think he is anyway? Does he think he has a monopoly on the Holy Spirit?" A younger, wiser pastor rose and responded, "No, but the Holy Spirit has a monopoly on Mr. Moody."

The key is not who has the Holy Spirit but does the Holy Spirit have you.

Come, Holy Spirit
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