
Intro
The theme for this year is “Come Holy Spirit”. Usually the theme is revealed at the New Year’s Eve Service. Every year we would either miss the countdown, or kinda do it. This year was the first time we actually finished the message and did the countdown… and the secret sauce? We just needed to start the service earlier.
In that NYE message,  P. Sam said something that really stuck with me. He asked us…
	Do you have the Holy Spirit?
or
Does the Holy Spirit have you?


Do you have the Holy Spirit?
If you identify as a “Christian”, and by that you’ve accepted Jesus’s invitation to be your Lord and savior, including His death on the cross as payment for sins and His resurrection on the third day… then you have the Holy Spirit!
	Ephesians 1:13 ESV
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,


Whether you are a brand new Christian or a “veteran” Christian, we’re all the same in the sense that we are all sinners saved by grace and we all have the Holy Spirit.
Do you have the Holy Spirit? Yes! 
Does the Holy Spirit have you?
Is the Holy Spirit in charge of your life?
Is the Holy Spirit leading your life, your family, your job, your decisions?
Or are you in charge?
[Play theStool Video]
Even not making a choice, is a choice.
Does the Holy Spirit have you?
Who is in charge?
[The title of the message today is Who’s in Charge?]
[Pray]


The verse for today’s
	Joshua 5:13-15 MSG
And then this, while Joshua was there near Jericho: He looked up and saw right in front of him a man standing, holding his drawn sword. Joshua stepped up to him and said, “Whose side are you on—ours or our enemies’?”
He said, “Neither. I’m commander of God’s army. I’ve just arrived.” Joshua fell, face to the ground, and worshiped. He asked, “What orders does my Master have for his servant?”
God’s army commander ordered Joshua, “Take your sandals off your feet. The place you are standing is holy.”
Joshua did it.


Joshua Recap:
· Chapter 1
· Joshua 1:2 NASB “Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel.
· Joshua 1:5-6 NASB No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous,
· Joshua 1:9 NASB Be strong and courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
· Chapter 2
· Joshua sends out spies
· The spies are received by Rahab in Jericho.
· Chapter 3
· To get to Jericho, they cross the Jordan river, like Moses led the Isrealites to cross the Red Sea.
· A miraculous sign to show the Isrealites that God is indeed with them.
· Chapter 5
· In the beginning of chapter 5, it says that the Canaanites heard of the miracle of crossing the Jordan river, and their courage was drained out of them.
· The crossing wasn’t just for the people that God was with them, but also for everyone else to know that God is with them.
· Circumcision & Passover
· Seems odd: mass surgery and celebration right before the biggest battle of their lives
	Joshua 5:13a MSG
And then this, while Joshua was there near Jericho: He looked up and saw right in front of him a man standing, holding his drawn sword.


Who is the man?
· Michael the warrior archangel?
·  I’m commander of God’s army
· But it is a man.
· Also, Paul is clear in Colossian that we are not to worship angels. And Joshua responds in worship.
· Pre incarnate Jesus
· Take off Sandals
	Joshua 5:15 MSG
God’s army commander ordered Joshua, “Take your sandals off your feet. The place you are standing is holy.”
Exodus 3:5 NASB
Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”




	Joshua 5:13b-14a MSG
Joshua stepped up to him and said, “Whose side are you on—ours or our enemies’?”
He said, “Neither. I’m commander of God’s army. I’ve just arrived.”


You’d think Jesus’ response would be, of course I’m on your side.
Instead he said, I’m not on either of your sides, I’m on God’s side.
· This is not about Israel's battle with the Canaanites
	This is God’s battle!


· God's ways and plans are much bigger!
· Canaanites plans…
· Israel's plans…
· God’s plans…
· Circumcision and Passover
· Might seem foolish
· But God wants the Isrealites to know who they are, and remembers what God did for them
· The battle part is easy for God.
· Good news! If this is God’s battle
· God doesn’t lose.
· God is equipped.
· But, if this is God’s battle, victory only comes through God.
So if this is God’s battle, you gotta make sure that you are on God’s side.


When God responded “Neither”, he’s saying I’m not on the Canaanites side or your side, I’m on my side. God’s side! Which implicitly asks the question to Joshua,, whose side are you on? Who is in charge? Who is leading who?
Joshua’s response…
	Joshua 5:14b MSG
Joshua fell, face to the ground, and worshiped. He asked, “What orders does my Master have for his servant?”


Three simple takeaways from this verse on how Joshua responded to express that he’s on God’s side. That God was in charge.
	1. Worship
Joshua fell, face to the ground, and worshiped.


· His first response was to worship.
· He could have responded with prayer requests.
· Power ups
· Send some plagues
· How often is it that when we go through challenges, we respond with prayer requests instead of worshiping the Lord?
· Eg. sermon prep, hc prep
· Joshua recognized that if God is in charge, then this is God’s battle, then I’m going to just fall on my knees and worship.
· All the pressure to be the next Moses, and bring the Isrealites into the promise just melted away.
· Worship is a reflection of our trust in Jesus.
· Side note, that is why Sabbath is so special.
Joshua 


	2. Obedience
Joshua asked “What are your orders”?


If this is God’s battle you need to obey.
To inherit the land Israel must obey.
Full obedience = Jericho
Joshua 6:3-5 NASB95
You shall march around the city, all the men of war circling the city once. You shall do so for six days. Also seven priests shall carry seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark; then on the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. It shall be that when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people will go up every man straight ahead.”
Partial obedience = compromise
Partial obedience = disobedience
· During the battle for Jericho, Achan thought it was no big deal and took some spoils of war. Their following battle at Ai which was scouted as an easy battle they lost.
· The book of Judges and you see story after story of what happens to the Isrealites when they operate in compromise and in disobedience. They take charge of their own lives, and do what they want they want
There’s two times in my life I disobeyed and took charge.
1. Girlfriend
a. Cause it’s what I wanted
2. Helper
a. I was desperate
I’ve learnt my lesson. Wisdom isn’t just learning from your mistakes, but learning from others mistakes. Learn from my mistakes! Learn from the Israelites mistakes.
If Jesus isn’t Lord of all, he isn't Lord at all.
If God is in charge, if the Holy Spirit has you, then our response is obedience.
	3. Humility
What orders does my Master have for his servant?”


· We are not equals.
· Joshua humbles himself by recognizing his status and God’s status. God is the master, we are the servants.
· Instead of expressing his needs, he asks what is needed of him.
· Sometimes it might seem like we’re the Master and God is the servant.
· Everytime we have a need, it’s like God is our genie who grants our wishes.
· God is in charge!
· Eg. Exec. Pastor.

