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Psalm 85:6-7

Will you not Yourself revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You?  Show us Your lovingkindness, O Lord, and grant us Your salvation.

April 18, 1992 met Jesus.

November 1993 became youth pastor at Thanksgiving Church.

August 1994 TKC camp @ Kings Canyon National Park.

A sovereign move of God.  I have been seeking for revival ever since.  

A very real sense of His immediate presence.

Real transformation occurs when we encounter Jesus.

Let’s look at someone’s life that was radically changed by his encounter with Jesus:  John the Beloved.

He was not initially known as the Beloved but as one of the Sons of Thunder.

1.  Quick judgmentalism and wrath

Luke 9:54

When His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 

2.  Harsh intolerance

Luke 9:49

John answered and said, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name; and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow along with us.”

3.  Personal ambition

Mark 10:35-37

James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus saying, “Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask of You.”  And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?”  They said to Him, “Grant that we may sit, one on Your right and one of Your left, in Your glory.” 

Something happened to John to totally transform him.

Three specific encounters of the disciple whom Jesus loved.

Mark 5:35-43 raising of Jairus' daughter.

Mark 9:2-8 Transfiguration

Mark 14:32-35 Garden of Gethsemane 

John was one of the first to follow Jesus and one of the last at the foot of the Cross. 

These events and others like them produced a change in John.                                            Jesus even trusts John with secrets in John 13:21-28 and His own mother (John 19:25-27). 

Transformation does not occur through our own will or intellect. 

It comes by way of encountering Jesus.  When we encounter God we are changed. 

Revival is about His love being poured out.  The outpouring of the Holy Spirit that quickens our heart to feel and receive His affection.

John is so transformed by the touch of God he becomes John, the Beloved. 

1 John 4:19


We love, because He first loved us.

The great historian Tertullian tells us that during reign of Domitian, John was banished to Patmos. He was boiled in oil but was unscathed and kept preaching in the pot.  Later he was poisoned but still survived.  After Domitian died He was released and later became Bishop of the church in Ephesus. When John was no longer able to walk, disciples would carry him into the worshipping community where he would urge people again and again, "Little children, love one another."  Affectionate term used by Jesus and mostly John in 1 John.  Used in NT as a term of kindly address by teachers to their disciples.
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