


Case Study of Living Faith – King David

· A chapter in the life of a person in the Bible who was filled with the Holy Spirit
· The same God of David is the God of us
· The same Spirit that dwelled in David, dwells in us
· And this is all possible, by the grace of God, poured out upon us in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the coming of the Holy Spirit.  
· When each of us walk intimately with the Lord in the power of the Holy Spirit, we, as a community, will experience revival.

David’s Journey up to this point

1.  As a young shepherd, he is anointed by the prophet Samuel as king – “the Lord looks at the heart”.  When he was anointed, “the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward”.

2. David defeats Goliath and becomes hero

3.  Saul tries to kill David, and David flees, and is being chased by Saul and his army

David is on the run.

David’s army – 1 Samuel 22:1-2

1 So David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam; and when his brothers and all his father’s household heard of it, they went down there to him. 

2 Everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him; and he became captain over them. Now there were about four hundred men with him.

1 Samuel 23: 1-14

	1 Then they told David, saying, “Behold, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are plundering the threshing floors.” 

	· David is faced with a situation – injustice and oppression of the people of Keilah at the hands of the Philistines
· There is no indication that David had any special connection to Keilah
· David is not in a great place at this point – on the run for his life 
· So what does David do?
· Nothing, and move on?  After all, he is running for his life away from Saul
· Pray for the people of Keilah?
· Go and take on the Philistines? 


	2 So David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?” And the Lord said to David, “Go and attack the Philistines and deliver Keilah.” 

	· David prays.
· He asks God whether he should go and attack the Philistines
· What he DOESN’T do in his prayer:
· Self preservation prayer:
· “how do I avoid this danger?  I’m already in danger?”
· “will I live or die if I go out to battle?”
· The token prayer:
· “please can you help the people of Keilah?”
· The “is there something in it for me” prayer:
· “will I get something good for myself if I do this?”
· For David, it’s none of the above – he is fully ready to submit to God’s will, and he trusts it


	3 But David’s men said to him, “Behold, we are afraid here in Judah. How much more then if we go to Keilah against the ranks of the Philistines?” 

	· His army was already afraid – and understandably so
· There was logic in the counterargument – they were being chased on by an army and now they’re going to take on an army?  And they’re not even an army.
· “Look at us, look at them, and look at them, now, really?”


	4 Then David inquired of the Lord once more. And the Lord answered him and said, “Arise, go down to Keilah, for I will give the Philistines into your hand.” 

	· What does David do when met with resistance / counter arguments?
· He goes straight back to the Lord.
· God is gracious in answering.
· He says that HE will deliver – don’t place your confidence in yourself or your army


	5 So David and his men went to Keilah and fought with the Philistines; and he led away their livestock and struck them with a great slaughter. Thus David delivered the inhabitants of Keilah.

	· They obeyed and fought – this wasn’t one of those battles where they sing a song and everyone fell.  They had to fight.
· God came through as He said He would.

	6 Now it came about, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David at Keilah, that he came down with an ephod in his hand. 

	· Abiathar was one of the priests who escaped from Saul’s massacre of priests and goes to David.  He later becomes high priest when David becomes king.

	7 When it was told Saul that David had come to Keilah, Saul said, “God has delivered him into my hand, for he shut himself in by entering a city with double gates and bars.” 

	· Saul, who is chasing to kill the anointed next king of Israel, imputes the will of God based on his assessment of circumstances
· Notice that he does not ask God – he just assumes
· It turns out that he was completely wrong
· Q: how many times have we assumed the will of God based on facts and circumstances, and then get upset at God that things didn’t turn out the way we thought they would/should?


	8 So Saul summoned all the people for war, to go down to Keilah to besiege David and his men. 

	

	9 Now David knew that Saul was plotting evil against him; so he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod here.” 

	

	10 Then David said, “O Lord God of Israel, Your servant has heard for certain that Saul is seeking to come to Keilah to destroy the city on my account. 

	· David turns to the Lord again in his time of need

	11 Will the men of Keilah surrender me into his hand? Will Saul come down just as Your servant has heard? O Lord God of Israel, I pray, tell Your servant.” And the Lord said, “He will come down.” 

	· God tells David what is going to happen
· David asks two questions.
· And we can see that he is nervous and perhaps desperate?

	12 Then David said, “Will the men of Keilah surrender me and my men into the hand of Saul?” And the Lord said, “They will surrender you.” 

	· David notices that God did not answer one of the two questions so follows up.  Then God answers.
· David stops asking questions there.  
· Notice though that God does not say that David should flee


	13 Then David and his men, about six hundred, arose and departed from Keilah, and they went wherever they could go. When it was told Saul that David had escaped from Keilah, he gave up the pursuit. 

	· David risked his life and the lives of his men to deliver the people of Keilah, and it was through the hand of God that it happened.  Victory to victory, right?  No, the very people that he did this for, turn against him.
· David experienced a small taste of what Jesus would experience many years later – to suffer for those who turned against Him – those who received the healings and miracles and the teachings, but abandoned Him in the end.

	14 David stayed in the wilderness in the strongholds, and remained in the hill country in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him every day, but God did not deliver him into his hand.
	· God protects David 


1.  A living faith vs. “hospice” faith

· Living Faith
· Heart is open to the Lord
· Seeking first His Kingdom and His righteousness
· “Lord, shall I?”
· Example: David
· Regularly commune with God, hear the voice of God and follow
· Made possible by God’s grace, empowering of the Holy Spirit

· Hospice Faith
· Hospice: terminally ill patients – not much time left, and rather than painful medical procedures to try to extend life longer, try to provide comfort and care in last days on earth
· In the context of faith – barely surviving – image of being in wheelchair, hospital bed
· Assume the will of God based circumstances and using our own rationale, not on prayer and intimate relationship with God
· Example: Saul
· Hospice if valuable when it comes to physical illness.  But if our spiritual lives are in hospice condition, we have a serious problem.

· Analogy of a runner – Harvey Lewis
· A 47 year old high school teacher – Harvey Lewis
· “Big’s Backyard Ultra”
· 6.7km track / hour
· Keep going until only one person left
· Last year, Harvey won – he ran it 108 times over 4.5 days – that’s 724km (running from Seoul to Busan and then back)
· What if instead, Harvey (with same health), is at a hospice center? 

· How does someone who has received the grace and salvation of God, who knows how awesome God is, end up with “hospice faith”?
· I believe mainly because we choose to do so.
· Clue is in the stated purpose of hospice care.  
· According to Wikipedia, “The goal of hospice care is to prioritize comfort, quality of life and individual wishes”

· Call to Action
· Take a look around us – everywhere there are opportunities to do ministry, to share the love and grace of God
·  When is the last time you asked “Lord, shall I?”
· What happened?
· Examples are all around us

2.  Non-linear life of faith

· Assumption: take a step of faith for God, we will see instant results, and we will go from victory to victory – up and up, no more downs
· Reality: that is not the case
· Example: David – betrayed by his own King, and then betrayed by those who he just risked his life for and rescued
· Result:
· Keep persevering in faith
· Get disappointed and head to the hospice care center
· Call to Action:
· Let us not give up
· We serve a God who gave, sacrificed, suffered, served
· We’ve been called to take up our crosses and follow Jesus

3.  May the Lord bring us conviction

· Those in “hospice care” in faith
· Abide in Him, and live the life of intimacy with the Lord, and boldly step out in faith, knowing that God is with you
· Let us thrive in our spiritual lives, and not resign ourselves to hospice living for our remaining days on earth.  

· Perhaps you’re in retirement or semi-retirement village after being disillusioned, disappointed
· You no longer pray the bold prayers like David – stick to “safe” things that help maintain the status quo
· Come back to the Lord for revival / refreshing



	2	
