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John 3:8

The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.

Who can see the wind, neither you nor I

But when the trees bow down their heads

You know the wind is passing by.

Who can see the Spirit, neither you nor I,

But when lives are transformed

You know the Spirit is passing by.

Shanxi Revival – Jonathan Goforth.

Goforth, a Canadian Presbyterian missionary, went on to become the foremost missionary revivalist in early 20thC China.  He served with his wife for 46 years.  They lost 5 of 11 children to sickness and he even survived a sword attack during the Boxer Rebellion.

Beginning in 1900 a significant prayer movement had developed.  Unfortunately many Chinese Christians (32k) and 188 foreign missionaries were killed during the Boxer Rebellion (1899-1901).

In Sep 1908 after powerful revival meetings in Manchuria, Goforth arrived in Shanxi.  They held meetings in 5 locations in Shanxi Province – Pingyao, Sihchow, Taning, Kuwo, and Hungtung.

Typical Goforth meeting:

► The meetings lasted between 2-4 hours. On some days the people would be in the chapel for up to 10 or more hours.
► Due to the manifest and tangible presence of God, the time passed with little to no awareness of or regard to time—it was as if time stood still.
► The day commenced with prayer in different rooms with small groups or in a chapel.
► At 10:30 a.m. there was a service, as well as one at 3:30 p.m.
► The services began with an introduction, followed by yet more prayer.
► There was sharing of revival stories that Goforth witnessed and participated in, both in Korea as well as in Manchuria.
► Goforth would then deliver his sermon.
► An opportunity was given for people to voluntarily lead in prayer.
► Due to the intense conviction power of the Holy Spirit that was present, there was strong crying with tears.
► The conviction of sin drove many Chinese believers to publicly confess their sins.
► After sins were confessed, restitution and reconciliation were carried out.

Attendee

At times waves of confession and prayer passed over the whole audience and the very atmosphere seemed charged with the Spirit’s power.

Attendee


I could not help myself, I had to get up and confess.

Five weeks after Goforth had left, a missionary reported that the power of the Holy Spirit had only increased.  A China Inland Missionary, Mr. Lutley and a Chinese evangelist Mr. Wang took over the meetings.  Those assembled experienced such a manifestation of the Holy Spirit’s power that it left many flat on their faces, crying out for forgiveness.

Mr. Lutley

The gracious work of the Holy Spirit has been spreading until every church in Central Shansi has been reached with the blessed life-giving river.

When a group of believers from Kaifeng in Henan province heard what was happening in Shanxi they sent a delegation of 14 and when they returned to testify revival broke out in Henan.

Fruit – new hymns were composed, debts were repaid, spirit of intercession was poured out on the church, Protestant population doubled to 250k, Chinese leadership kept the revival fires blazing, and new Chinese denominations began.

What is the work of the Holy Spirit?

The great Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen, the first to discover the magnetic meridian of the North Pole and to discover the South Pole. On one of his trips, Amundsen took a homing pigeon with him. When he had finally reached the top of the world, he opened the bird's cage and set it free.

Imagine the delight of Amundsen's wife, back in Norway, when she looked up from the doorway of her home and saw the pigeon circling in the sky above.

No doubt she exclaimed, "He's alive! My husband is still alive!"

So it was when Jesus ascended. He was gone, but the disciples clung to His promise to send them the Holy Spirit. What joy, then, when the dovelike Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost. The disciples had with them the continual reminder that Jesus was alive and victorious at the right of the Father. This continues to be the Spirit's message.

The Holy Spirit comes to remind us that He is still alive.

Hebrews 13:8

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

John 14:26

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name,

He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

When the Spirit comes in power

1 Corinthians 12:4-7

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.  There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

Gifts - charisma - grace, a favor with which one receives without any merit of

their own.

Ministries - diakonia - deacon, service, ministering, esp. of those who execute the commands of others, the service of those who prepare and present food.

Effect - energema - energy, to be operative, be at work, put forth power, to display one's activity. Spirit produced display.

Manifestation - phanerosis - to make visible or known what has been hidden or unknown, to manifest, whether by words, or deeds, or in any other way, to become known, to be plainly recognized, and thoroughly understood.

The manifestations are not the Holy Spirit. They are the reactions to the Holy Spirit.

My youth group students manifesting.

We don't understand because we are such poor students of revival.
Great Awakening - Jonathan Edwards

extraordinary affections, accompanied by physical demonstrations of fear, sorrow, love, joy, of tears, trembling, groans, loud outcries, agonies of the body, and the failing of bodily strength, of fits, jerks and convulsions.

Fetter Lane Society - birth of ministry of Wesley & Whitefield

About 3 in the morning, as we were continuing constant in prayer, the power of God came mightily upon us, insomuch that many cried out for exceeding joy, and many fell to the ground. As soon as we were recovered a little from that awe and amazement at the presence of His majesty, we broke out with one Voice, "We praise Thee, O God; we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord!

After these meetings Whitefield began open air preaching, as did Wesley and revival broke out in England.

When the presence of God comes there is a change.  The natural meets the spiritual and the natural must bow down.

Theologians speak of God's presence in two ways:

1. He is omnipresent – God is in every place at every time.

It's a conceptual thing, a philosophical, intellectually, belief.  It has to do with God's BIGNESS.

It’s also a declaration of faith, one that is based on Biblical revelation.

Psalm 139:7
Where can I go for Your Spirit, where can I flee from Your presence?

David is reflecting on God's everywhere-ness.

Martin Luther

God is closer to everything than anything is to itself.

God's omnipresence is an abstract, intangible concept.

2. Manifest presence – direct personal encounter with God.

God is no longer content with just observing but manifests His presence in a way that we can know that He truly is here.

Totally Biblical - Adam and Eve, Moses, Abraham, prophets, Pentecost, apostles.

The entire Bible is a declaration of God's dynamic presence in the midst of His people, whether it is a celebration of His intervention in the past, a chronicling of recent experience, or an anticipation of His ultimate and eternal manifestation at the end of history when God will be with His people.

Revelation 21:3

And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,

Start to finish; the Scriptures are a literary record of God's coming to humankind, at His initiative. It is the experiential reality of the presence of God that stands at the center of biblical faith.

Samuel Terrian - The Elusive Presence: The Heart of Biblical Theology

The theology of presence is so much the unique feature of the Scriptures that it is that which distinguishes Christian faith from both classical antiquity and current world religions.

Throughout the Bible and history God's dynamic presence has come with an effect.

Genesis 15:12 - Abram fell into a deep sleep. Radam - to be in a deep sleep or fall into a deep sleep.

1 Samuel 19:23 - Saul lay for close to 24 hours prophesying.

Ezekiel 3:23 - fell face down when the glory of the Lord came.

Daniel 8:17 - fell face down when Gabriel showed up.

Daniel 10:9 - fell down at the sound of the words of Gabriel.

John 18:6 - guards jumped back and fell to the ground at words of Christ.

Acts 9:22, 26 - Saul fell to the ground.

Revelation 1:17 - fell at his feet as though dead.

Habakkuk 3:16 - prophets legs trembled.

Jeremiah 23:9 - bones tremble at prophetic experience.

Could it be demonic?

Let's have more faith in God's ability to bless than in satan's ability to deceive.

Do you ever hear someone say when someone is crying, it's the devil that is making that person do that?

If we believe that the Spirit can bring about weeping in us then why not other

things?

We accept crying because we are used to it.

Be careful not to call light darkness.
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