You Have Left Your First Love


Intro
Q: Why is it that some people encounter God, and some don’t?
A: Because you don’t want to.
Zaccheus climbed the sycamore tree, was noticed by Jesus and was invited to hang out.
· Why didn’t anyone else climb the tree?
· Why didn’t anyone else ask if they could also join in the hang out?
· They had their reason, but at the end of the day they didn’t want to.
Likewise, when we don’t want to encounter God, we also have our reasons.
But why don’t we want to encounter Jesus? After all he is God! He is all powerful, all knowing, all good. He is our King and Lord and loves us to the extent that he died for us.
Why wouldn’t you want to? Why aren’t we desperate to meet with Jesus. It’s because…
	You have left your first love.


The text for today is from Revelation 2:2-5
Context for this verse: This is a letter written to the Ephesus Church. In a vision Jesus dictates it to John to write.
The city was a port city.
· Thriving city
· Prosperous: Temple of Artemis (Greek fertility god)
· Cultured
· Hardworking and diligent (honey bee on coin)
· Like Hong Kong
The Church of Ephesus had great teachers.
· Priscilla and Aquila
· Apollos
· Apostle Paul
· Timothy
· Apostle John
	Revelation 2:2-3
‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary.


Jesus acknowledges the good the Ephesians have done. They are a church that…
· Works hard
· They don’t give up
· They had strong doctrine, in other words held strong to their beliefs.
· Attributed to the great teachers
· Paul’s warning:
Acts 20:29-31
“I know that as soon as I’m gone, vicious wolves are going to show up and rip into this flock, men from your very own ranks twisting words so as to seduce disciples into following them instead of Jesus. So stay awake and keep up your guard.
· And they were tested by the Gnostics and stood firm in their beliefs.
· Did not grow weary. Stayed strong.
Sounds like a great church! But…
	Revelation 2:4-5
But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent.


You're doing the deeds and the works, but the love that you once had for me has left. 
Without love, downing works alone = religion. It is earning.
We are saved by grace through faith, and not by works.
Eg. Husband and wife.
Eg. Serving as SP, but still attending HC and Sunday service.
But there is hope.
	Revelation 2:4-5
But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent.


Jesus gives us three points to respond.


	1. Remember
What stirred up your affections for God?


· Remember when you first became a Christian, what used to stir up your affections for Jesus.
· I remember being discipled by Annie. We would get together and read the Bible and discuss.
· I remember lighting a candle, dimming the lights, and worshiping the Lord. The song was Seek Ye First.
· I remember The River, and we would go to worship for 2 hours. No agenda. We just find our own space.
· I remember EG. There was such anticipation and we fasted.
· I remember learning about tithing and yearning to give.
· I remember coming to church by myself. Somehow I had a key. And I would fix up the church and stay til 2-3am in the morning.
· I remember responding to every alter and being so hungry and vulnerable to God
Remembering is the first step. We see this in the story of the prodigal son.
	Luke 15:17 NASB95
But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger!


Remembers is what snapped him out of his predicament.


	2. Repent
What has robbed your affections for God?


This might be a tough pill to swallow, because what has robbed you of your affections for God might not be bad in itself.
Could be:
· You’ve become religious like the Ephesians.
· You’ve become focused on the doing in serving, and lost sight of the relationship.
· You’ve found other things that stir up your affections.
· Could be your family
· Could be your career
· Could be your phone
Whatever is that you’ve identified as robbing your affections of God, repentance is to turn away from it and turn to Jesus.
	Luke 15:18-19 NASB95
I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.”’


The son turns away from his circumstances and makes a choice to turn to his father.


	3. Replace
Do what you used to do.


Replace what is robbing your affections from Jesus, with what stirs up your affections for Jesus.
Eg. Jordan Peterson on addiction and breaking habits. We need to not just deny, but replace.
You can remember, and repent, and have a desire, but unless you replace what’s robbing your affection with what stirs up your affection for God, then nothing will change.
You want to come back to your first love? You want to encounter God? Something’s gotta change. If you want a different outcome, you need to do something different. And Jesus tells us to go back to to what we used to do.


Conclusion
It says we left our first love
It doesn’t say that we have lost our first love. That it is gone.
We left, which means there is an opportunity to return.
Remember that there will be a day when you are reunited with Jesus and be able to embrace Him. Loving the Lord with all our heart, mind and sould is worthwhile.
Jesus desires for you to return to your first love. God is so gracious. We see the way the Father embraces the prodigal son.
	Luke 15:20-24
So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate.


Therefore, return.
