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Exodus 3:1-6

Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.  So Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.”  When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”  Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

Asuza Street, began April 9, 1906 and continued until 1915.  

Jan 1, 1901 a young student, Agnes Ozman was prayed for and spoke in tongues at a school run by Charles Parham in Kansas.  Parham began to travel around the country and in Houston, Texas met an earnest black man, William Seymour.  Seymour moved to Los Angeles to preach at Julia Hutchin’s church on Feb 24, 1906.  The next day after his message she padlocked the doors because she disagreed with his message.  The main message was Acts 2:4, And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  They moved the meetings to 216 North Bonnie Brae Street and on April 9 Edward Lee spoke in tongues followed by 6 others.

The meetings moved to 312 Azusa Street.

Miracles, healings, the presence of God was so thick Seymour would hide behind the pulpit and put his head inside an empty shoe box.

Started the Pentecostal movement – Assemblies of God, Church of God in Christ, Foursquare.  Thousands of missionaries were sent all over the world having spoken in their foreign language. 

One of the most amazing aspects of revivals is the heightened sense of God’s presence.

We know God is everywhere around us.

Psalm 139:7-8

Where can I go from Your Spirit?  Or where can I flee from Your presence?  If I ascend to heaven, You are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.

We are talking here about the manifest presence of God.  

Have you ever felt the presence of God?

Presence is a delicious word because it points to one of our truly great gifts.

Nothing else can take the place of presence, not gifts, not telephone calls, not pictures, not mementos, nothing. Ask the person who has lost a lifelong mate what they miss the most; the answer is invariably "presence." 

I would give my right arm and never play basketball ever again if I could have one more day with my mom.

When we are ill, we don't need soothing words nearly as much as we need loved one to be present. What makes shared life – games, walks, concerts, dinners, and a myriad of other things so pleasurable? Presence.

It’s not just about what you do but with whom you do it with.

God has made us this way, in His own image, because He Himself is a personal, relational being. 

The great problem with the fall is that we lost not only our vision of God (His true character has been distorted) but also our relationship with God, and thus no longer knew His abiding presence.

The theme of the presence of God is crucial to both the OT and NT – they in fact bookend the Bible. 

Begins in Genesis 2-3 with the Creator being present in the garden and concludes in Revelation 21-22 with a renewed heaven and earth where John says: 

Revelation 21:22

I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb, are its temple.
The people of Israel understood themselves to be the people of the Presence, the people among whom the eternal God had chosen to dwell on earth.

Tabernacle and Temple

The most prominent way God's presence is experienced in the OT is in the tabernacle and the temple.

The structure of the book of Exodus is based on the motif of the presence of God. 

· Chap. 3 - Starts off in Sinai at the burning bush

· Chap. 19 - God instructs Moses to bring the people to Sinai to worship Him. When they arrive, at the place of His dwelling, they are forbidden to touch on penalty of death. Only Moses is allowed into God's presence.

But God plans to move from the mount and dwell among His people by means of a tabernacle.

· Chap. 20-24 - giving of the Book of the Covenant

· Chap. 25-31 - instructions for the tabernacle's construction

· Chap. 32 - disaster in the desert

· Chap. 33 - announcement by God to Moses that His presence will not go, but an angel will instead. Moses recognizes the inadequacy of this solution and intercedes

Exodus 33:15-16

Then he said to Him, “If Your presence does not go with us, do not lead us up from here.  “For how then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people?  Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be distinguished from all the other people who are upon the face of the earth?”

· Chap. 34 - revelation of God's character

· Chap. 35-40 - construction of the tabernacle which concludes with the descent of God's glory 

Exodus 40:34-35

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.

With that they are ready to journey to the place that the Lord God will choose as a dwelling for His name (Deuteronomy 12:11) led by the presence of God symbolized by the pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire.

The Deuteronomy promise was finally fulfilled in the construction of Solomon's temple, where the same glory as in Exodus 40 descended and filled His temple.

1 Kings 8:11

It happened that when the priests came from the holy place, the cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.

Thus, Jerusalem and the temple became the focal point of Israel's existence in the promised land. 

More than law, dietary restrictions, circumcision, or Sabbath observance, God's presence with Israel is what distinguished them as God's people.

They well understood that the God who created the heavens and the earth could not be contained in an earthly structure (Isaiah 66:1-2); nonetheless, because God chose to have His presence concentrate there, the tabernacle and the temple became the primary symbols of God's presence among His people. Even though the temple also served as a place for sacrifices, the OT people of God saw it primarily as a place of prayer and of knowing God's presence was with them. 

Israel's hymnbook, the Psalms, are filled with pictures of the dwelling places of God:

• Psalm 68:15-18

• Psalm 84:1-2

• Psalm 63:2

But Israel's failure caused them to forfeit the presence of God. The fall of Jerusalem and the exile is a tragedy for the Israelites because the temple, where God has chosen to dwell is destroyed and the captives are no longer distinguished by the presence of God.

Just as in 1 Samuel 4 when the glory of God, as displayed in the ark departed, Ezekiel 10 laments the departure of God's presence at the exile.

But all was not lost. Central to the prophetic hope was the promised return of God's presence.

Ezekiel 37:27 

My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their God and they will be My people.

Malachi 3:1 

Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming, says the Lord of hosts.

The motif of the renewed presence is tied directly to the hope of a restored temple.

What does this have to do with us?

The great theologian Paul connects the presence of God motif with the coming of the Holy Spirit. Starts off in Isaiah 63:9-14. Paul will use this same language in Ephesians 4:30

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
For Paul, the Holy Spirit is now how God Himself is present on planet Earth.

The temple and tabernacle is no longer buildings and tents, it is now us. The Spirit is now in the believer.

1 Corinthians 3:16

Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

2 Corinthians 6:16

Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

Romans 8:9-11

However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.  If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
Ephesians 2:22

in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you have been brought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.

The context has to do with sexual morality. Paul's concern is with the sanctification of the believer. Paul is going against the thought of his time.

Hellenistic dualism set a sharp contrast of material reality and immaterial or invisible realm. Many Corinthians were suggesting that the human spirit was not affected by what happens to one's body, including having sex with prostitutes.

Paul rejected that and countered that the God who created us in His image created the body as well as the spirit, and thus pronounced the material order to be good. Paul appeals to the presence of the Spirit in their lives in the context of the saving work of Christ.

In purchasing them for God's glory, Christ also purchased their bodies, as evidenced by the Holy Spirit, whose temple they are because God now dwells not in temples made by human hands but in temples constructed by His own hands – us!

The Spirit is not merely an impersonal force or influence or power. The Spirit is none other than the fulfillment of the promise that God Himself would once again be present with His people.

The Holy Spirit is in us.  The promise of God's presence.

His presence is a sign of His approval and love.  

In the OT when His presence came there was much fear and trembling.  Often times found in the motif of fire.  Don’t come near, take off your shoes, don’t even look.

Coming of the Spirit now tongues of fire rests on the believer.

John 2 water into wine such a contrast from Exodus 7 where Moses takes his staff and turns water into blood.

Revival is the heightened sense of His presence who is already in us but also comes upon us.

If we ask, He will come.
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