How I have grown in my time at SP
1/ The Kindness of God
Luke 6:32-26
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
Jesus is teaching - “Your Father is heaven is merciful and kind, even to the ungodly. Therefore, extend the same kind of mercy and kindness, even to your enemies.” 
I want to focus on this - God is kind, even to the ungrateful and the wicked. How much more then, does He extend His kindness to those who love Him and desire to live for Him? 
One of the biggest lessons I learned (started with YWAM, and matured here at SP) - God is good (God is kind, more specifically). 
Bobby Conner says so many Christians know just enough about God to be miserable.
· That was me!
· Share my journey
· Growing up in a Korean Christian home. 
· burdened by God, angry with God, resented God (very well hidden until end of college)
· Men’s group sharing
· Experience of interning as a youth pastor
· Until YWAM - “God is pleased with you”, and then for many years at SP - “God is pleased with you”
· So healing for me because often, my view of God is that He is a difficult-to-please task master, who demands backbreaking effort to meet His standards
Is God pleased with you? 
· I don’t know for sure, but I think we have good reasons to think yes
First, based on our position as children of God
John 1:12
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God
We’re just pleased with our children. There’s a baseline pleasure we have over our kids - they don’t have to do anything. 
Second, based on His kindness, as revealed in Scripture
Psalm 103:8-14
8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
    slow to anger, abounding in love.
9 He will not always accuse,
    nor will he harbor his anger forever;
10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve
    or repay us according to our iniquities.
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
    so great is his love for those who fear him;
12 as far as the east is from the west,
    so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compassion on his children,
    so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him;
14 for he knows how we are formed,
    he remembers that we are dust.
The kindness of God means He is easily pleased. It’s not this mission impossible to meet His unattainable standards. 
· I believe He sees our heart. V11 and V13 - those who fear Him. When we fear Him, and we desire to follow Him, and we desire to love him, He’s pleased with that heart. 
· Of course, we’ve failed him many times. We fail him all the time. 
· But if in your heart, you sincerely desire to love him and follow him and obey him (yet, you fail again and again and again and again), when you come to God brokenhearted, He will say to you, child, I’m pleased with you. 
John 21:15-19
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.”
Peter’s confession
· “Lord, You know all things (v16)”
· Lord, you know how I have failed you. Lord, you know of my empty promises. Lord, you know I messed up and I don’t deserve your grace, your forgiveness. Lord, yet, you know, that I do love you. 
· Jesus’ response - it’s OK. You’re not disqualified. Your love back then was real. I receive it. And you know what, you will fulfill your desire of giving up your life for me. 
Heb 4:16  - Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
· We can have confidence because our sins have been forgiven by Jesus’ death on the cross. Yet, many of us don’t FEEL confident because we don’t know His kindness. 
· Picture of having confidence before God
My testimony of going from “Burdened by God” to “in His presence is fullness of joy”
2/ Say YES to most things
What do I mean by this? 
I have grown because as much as I can, I have tried to say YES to whatever opportunities were presented to me to grow spiritually. 
Serving opportunities
Leadership opportunities
Encounter opportunities
Not “just say yes”, but “say yes to most things”
· Because we need to pray and we do need to discern from God
· But at the same time, how many times do we reject opportunities to grow simply out of laziness, out of our desire for comfort & ease, out of our mind set on earthly things? 
No biblical text per se, but the Bible is mostly made up of stories of men and women who said YES. Stories don’t get written down of people who have turned down an opportunity to serve (other than Jonah?)
Serving opportunities
· Shanti VBS
· Mission trips
· Local outreaches
· SPKids, SP Youth
Share my story of Homie outreach
· Almost always hard to find strength on Thursday evening
· Experienced the strengthening of God, experienced God’s love for the people in those subdivided homes
· Learning about the poor, building a relationship, cultivating a heart for the poor
Foster parents - I’m sure you can talk to many
Leadership opportunities
· Invitation to share a testimony, share a word
· Leading worship, leading a Alpha group
· Leading HC
That’s how my journey into ministry started. Just saying yes to various opportunities: leading worship, part-time youth ministry, worship pastor, leading mission trips, leading HC
Encounter opportunities
· Men’s retreat, Women’s retreat, annual retreat
· 21-day fast
· Conferences
You have an opportunity to meet God! 
Share my story of men’s retreat and Zoe

