Intro
Remember that gathering we had a little more than a month ago? SP Retreat! There was a night that Pastor Tony was calling out the different spiritual gifts.
	1 Corinthians 12:1
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.


Some translations use the word ignorant. In other words, it’s important for us to be aware and have an understanding of what spiritual gifts are.
When we accept Jesus’ invitation to be our Lord and Savior, the presence of God the Holy Spirit comes and dwells in you.
	1 Corinthians 3:16
Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?


· You are a new creation
· You are continually sanctified, in other words you are continually being transformed to be more like Jesus.
· Your new life and purpose are fulfilled by the Holy Spirit's power.
· This power is demonstrated through the spiritual gifts.
	Spiritual gifts are the evidence of the Holy Spirit living in you!


* I’m not saying or implying the opposite. That if you don’t walk in spiritual gifts, then you don’t have the Holy Spirit.
· Anyone who accepts Jesus as their Lord by grace through faith, has the Holy Spirit.
· However I don’t know what’s going on in the heart, only God knows.
· So how do I know? When the Holy Spirit manifests through spiritual gifts.
· Therefore spiritual gifts are significant!


What are the Spiritual Gifts?
	Sign Gifts: prophecy, word of knowledge, healing, miracles, distinguishing of spirits, tongues, interpretation of tongues.
Word Gifts: teaching, exhortation, word of wisdom.
Helps Gifts: service, giving, mercy, leadership, faith, apostle, helps, administration.
Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 28; Ephesians 4:11




The thing about a gift is that it’s up to the giver to give it to you. Likewise with spiritual gifts it is up to God to give it to you.
Q: When someone wants to give you a gift, what are some things they would consider?
	1. Do they desire the gift?


Every time I am invited to a kid's birthday party, I ask their parents what their child likes.
We want to give a gift people will like.
Likewise with spiritual gifts, God wants to give us a gift that we like.
	1 Corinthians 14:1
desire earnestly spiritual gifts


Not be open, but earnestly desire spiritual gifts.
Do you desire spiritual gifts?


People get you a gift hoping that you’ll like it, but also that it will be useful.
	2. Will you use the gift?


Eg. The most frustrating thing is when you get someone a gift and they don’t use it. Why?
· You were hopeful that it would be useful, and it’s disappointing if it’s not.
· It’s a waste of money if it’s not used. Had you known, then those resources could be used elsewhere.
We are instructed to be a good steward. If God knows that you had no intention of using the gift, then maybe God is being merciful by not giving you the gift yet.
Also, if you don’t use it you’ll lose it.


	3. Is the gift good for you?


Eg. I love my children, will I give them something that’s going to be destructive for them?
· Would I buy them cigarettes? Of course not!
· Even something that is good, if they aren’t ready then I will not give it to them. Eg. smartphone for my daughter.
	Matthew 7:11
If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!


Same goes for spiritual gifts. Good in itself, but maybe we are not mature enough to walk in them. If the gift causes us to be self-reliant, to be proud, arrogant, to feel like we are superior to others, we use the gift for our personal gain, then perhaps that’s why God in his wisdom has not released the gift to us yet. We are not ready.


Every believer with the Holy Spirit has at least one spiritual gift, and to find out what is your spiritual gift, you pray to ask, and serve. Why serve?
	1 Corinthians 12:7
But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.


It is not for our own benefit that we walk in the spiritual gifts, but it is for helping others.
Spiritual gifts are the means to and end. The end is serving others.
So start serving, and God will equip you with spiritual gifts to do what you cannot.
How do you know if that’s your spiritual gift? If you feel everyone should have that gift.
· You feel everyone should be an evangelist? 
· You feel everyone should be a pastor?
· You feel everyone should be single?
	1 Corinthians 7:7
Yet I wish that all men were even as I myself am. However, each man has his own gift from God, one in this manner, and another in that.


Though Paul desired everyone to have his gift, he also recognized that we all have different gifts. Our gifts are meant to complement each other.
The Gift that I feel passionately about, and the one I feel everyone should have is the gift of prophecy. Paul also feels the same way.
	1 Corinthians 14:1
Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.





The Gift of Prophecy
The gift of prophecy is to speak forth the mind and heart of God. These words may be to encourage, comfort, challenge or strengthen God’s people. And because God transcends time, this gift may lead one to having the ability to predict future events through visions or dreams. Possessors of this gift are able to proclaim divine revelation and can prophetically reveal what is hidden.
To speak forth what is on God’s heart, you need to do something first and that’s to listen.
	John 10:27-28
My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;


It was through being on the receiving end of the prophetic and having changed my life, that I earnestly desired, received, and walked in this gift as well. Here are two keys to walking in this.
	1. It’s Not About You


	1 Peter 4:10
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.


	Ephesians 4:11-12
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;


	2. It’s About Love


	1 Corinthians 13:1
If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.


If it is not done in love, it is worthless. In fact, it’s worse than that, it’s annoying.
If it’s not about you, and it’s about love, what does that look like?
I have four practical points on what it looks like.
	1. Be Confident


It’s not about you. Delivering the message confidently so that the person receiving it can be confident in it as well.
	2. Share the Interpretation, Not the Picture


Why do we always share the picture, because we want to be understood.
	3. Must Be Encouraging


What if God reveals a weakness? Pray the opposite. Pray for strength.
	4. No Mates, No Dates, No Babies


End of the day, whatever word you receive, we don’t put our hope in the word, we put our hope in God. Whatever you receive, you pray. If it’s trash you throw it out. Especially if it goes against God’s word. If it doesn’t make sense, put it on the shelf. Catalog it, and forget about it, and if it someday makes sense, cool. And if it encourages you, then hold onto it.


Conclusion
Prophecy and all spiritual gifts are an admission of your weakness. Oftentimes I don’t have the words, and I just don’t know what to say. And that’s why I love this gift.
