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Genesis 3 (ESV) 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
The age old scheme of the enemy: Temptation
Temptation means "The wish to do or have something that you know you should not have.”
What does the process look like? I want to propose to you that it looks something like this.
1. Doubting the goodness of God
2. Doubting the severity of sin
3. The sin is appealing
Let’s dive deeper into understanding the process.
So what does Doubt look like?
1. You Doubt the goodness of God
First off, we see in the passage the serpent’s first words were “Did God actually say ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 
You see, the first thing the serpent said to Eve was intended to cause her to doubt.
Did God say you shall not eat of any tree in the garden? vs did God ACTUALLY say you shall not eat of any tree in the garden? makes a huge difference.
One is a question to clarify, the other is a question to insinuate doubt, and that doubt in this context is God’s goodness.
He further adds into this doubt by misquoting God’s command. Brought another negative connotation instead of quoting “ “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,” he said “‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”
2. You doubt the severity of the consequences of sin.
“You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
Through the conversation Eve had with the serpent she gave satan a foothold! He planted doubt and also exposed her incomplete knowledge of God’s Word.
The consequence of doubting God’s goodness is that you lose your bearings and you begin to entertain ideas that are not from God. When these ideas come in, you begin to think lightly of sin, or you justify your way into disobedience. 
Fornication example
So what happens after there is doubting the evil/ severity of the sin? 
3.  The enemy makes the sin look appealing!
 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
The enemy now highlighted the most appealing thing about this sin, Adam and Eve and be like God.
The enemy made her focus on only the one tree she couldn’t eat and forget about every other tree that she can eat from! Suddenly she has an exclusive focus on this one tree and her mind cannot stop thinking about this one tree. 
Ice Cream maker example
Now let's take a look at where Satan launches his missiles of temptation.
1 John 2:16 (NASB) 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
a. Lust of the Flesh - The passion to feel, pleasure as the ultimate pursuit in life (Hedonism) → Good for food.
b. Lust of the Eyes - The passion to have (Materialism) → Delight to her eyes.
c. Boastful Pride of Life - The passion to be, to act only for self interest, to be self absorbed (Egosim) → Make her wise, so that she will be like God.
God’s provision of a way out:
1 Corinthians 10:13 (MSG) “No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of what others have had to face. All you need to remember is that God will never let you down; he’ll never let you be pushed past your limit; he’ll always be there to help you come through it.” 
Overcoming Temptation
1. Don’t Hide
2. Know your ‘New’ Identity
3. Know the Word of God
4. Don’t Dialogue with the Devil
1.  Know your ‘New’ Identity
We need to change our perspective and understand the fullness of what Jesus did on the cross for us.
2 Corinthians 5:17
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
Romans 6:4, 11-12, 14
4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life…11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions...14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.
We must consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus because when we died with Jesus we were:
Romans 7:6
6 … released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.
We have a new way of life, a new way of thinking and that is the way of the Spirit which is grace and not law of the letter.
The word New in these verses is Kainos
Kainos to be in a new state. Fresh, new in quality and character. It means a new kind, unprecedented, unheard of.
You and I are unprecedented people walking in the same world! We are a new kind that no one has seen and we must not go back to our old ancestral ways of thinking. We do not need to fall into the trap of Eve, we must think like Jesus and not allow sin to have dominion over us because we are under grace now.
Fax machine vs Email
2. Know the Word of God
The promises of God are found in the Word of God. If you don’t know it you can’t claim it!
The Word of God is also our Sword. Through the Word of God you can also learn about his character and nature.
One of Eve’s failures was the incorrect knowledge and application of the Word of God. 
Find some of the promises of God over you and what he has achieved for you and make the declarations! Every day!  
3. Don’t dialogue with the Devil
Rule No. 1 to spiritual warfare is do not have a dialogue with the enemy.
Eve made the mistake of allowing the serpent to speak and then responding to it. She gave him space to speak and as a result he gained a foothold on her.
Do not entertain the enemy! Just tell it to shut up and command it to go! He is the Father of lies, nothing good will come out of him.Jesus commanded Satan to Go! (Matthew 4:9)
Instead of having an internal dialogue with Satan, have an internal dialogue with the Holy Spirit!
Scammer calls example
4. Don’t Hide
Don’t do it alone! Do it with God! Do it with the community.
Adam and Eve decided to hide, but God sought them out, God made proper clothing for them, and God saved them by banishing them in case they were to eat from the tree of life and be in a state of eternal death/sin.
At the beginning I mentioned that it's dangerous to be in a war with blindfold, it is also unwise to fight a war by yourself. One puts 1,000 to flight and Two puts 10,000 to flight when God is on your side! (Deut 32:30). Run to God and run to the community.
Worship Team and ministry time.
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