
Give me an undivided heart

	“Teach me your way, O Lord,

  that I may walk in your truth;

  give me an undivided heart to revere your name.” 

(Psalm 86:11)(New Revised Standard Version)




“I descended to the base of the mountains.

The earth with its bars was around me forever,

But You have brought up my life from the pit, Lord my God.

While I was fainting away,

I remembered the Lord,

And my prayer came to You,

Into Your holy temple.

Those who are followers of worthless idols

Abandon their faithfulness,

But I will sacrifice to You

With a voice of thanksgiving.

That which I have vowed I will pay.

Salvation is from the Lord.” (Jonah 2:6-9)
Background:
1. Chapter 1 – 
a. God tells Jonah to go to Nineveh
b. Jonah runs in the other direction to Tarshish 
i. He was willing to go somewhere else almost five times further away, and in the opposite direction
c. Great storm; Jonah told the other men that he was “fleeing from the presence of the Lord”
d. Thrown overboard and swallowed by big fish
2. Chapter 2 – Earnest heartfelt prayer
3. Chapter 3 – 
a. The Word of the Lord comes to Jonah again, this time he goes.  
b. Preaches one of the most impactful sermons ever preached.  
c. Just 8 words: “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 

Note: up to here, inspiring story, can relate with Jonah’s initial hesitation, amazing story of God’s love, grace and power

4. Chapter 4 – whaaaat?  We will dig into this today.

	1 But it greatly displeased Jonah, and he became angry. 

2 Then he prayed to the Lord and said, “Please Lord, was this not what I said when I was still in my own country? Therefore in anticipation of this I fled to Tarshish, since I knew that You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abundant in mercy, and One who relents of disaster. 

3 So now, Lord, please take my life from me, for death is better to me than life.” 

4 But the Lord said, “Do you have a good reason to be angry?”


	· How did Jonah respond?
· Great displeasure

· Angry enough to die

· No meaning in life – nothing worth living for anymore

· Why did Jonah feel this way?

· James 1:8 – a double-minded man, [is] unstable in all his ways
· Divided heart

· Believed and served in the true God

· But also believed and served a rival god

· What was the rival god for Jonah?

· Historical background:

· Ninevah was capital city and largest city of Assyria
· At one time, the largest city in the world

· Assyria was enemy of Israel

· Jonah loved his people.  

· These are good things

· But this was elevated above God in his heart


	5 Then Jonah left the city and sat down east of it. There he made a shelter for himself and sat under it in the shade, until he could see what would happen in the city. 

6 So the Lord God designated a plant, and it grew up over Jonah to be a shade over his head, to relieve him of his discomfort. And Jonah was overjoyed about the plant. 


	· Perhaps Jonah was still holding out hope that Nineveh would not be spared
· God provides a plant to provide him shade

· Jonah was “overjoyed”

· Quite an emotional swing

	7 But God designated a worm when dawn came the next day, and it attacked the plant and it withered. 

8 And when the sun came up God designated a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on Jonah’s head so that he became faint, and he begged with all his soul to die, saying, “Death is better to me than life!”
9 But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a good reason to be angry about the plant?” And he said, “I have good reason to be angry, even to the point of death!” 


	· God takes away the plant

· Jonah is angry again:

· He wants to die due to physical discomfort

· He doesn’t ask God for help

· Why is Jonah there in the first place?  He wants to get a good view of possible destruction

· God asks the same question as before

· This time Jonah answers, and says he wants to die 

	10 Then the Lord said, “You had compassion on the plant, for which you did not work and which you did not cause to grow, which came up overnight and perished overnight. 
11 Should I not also have compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 people, who do not know the difference between their right hand and their left, as well as many animals?”
	· God teaches:
· Jonah cares more about the plant than fellow humans
· God has compassion on and cares for His creation


1. How can Spirit-filled Christians who have genuine faith and testimonies and experiences with God have rival gods?

· Jonah was a Spirit-filled prophet

· Chosen by God

· Could clearly communicate with God

· Understood the heart of God
· Experienced the grace of God

· Moved in the power of God

· And yet, his heart was divided
· I know I have God but, I also need this and that to be truly fulfilled, happy, worth something, find meaning

· God is:

· Means to that end

· Reliable back-up

· People who turn away from the faith, who backslide

· Every single one – at the root is a divided heart – wanted something else more than God or misguided perspective that we are effectively god and God is our servant
· When you have rival gods, it leads to:

· Instability – the emotional ups and downs of Jonah ==> wanted to die twice

· Completely miss the blessing and calling of God ==> or not even recognize it when it’s in front of you
· Commit grave sin ==> Jonah wanted destruction of a whole city; wanted people to not know God

· Analogies to being unstable:

· If you’re on the ocean, we can face the same waves but our experiences can be completely different depending on what we’re riding  
· Surf board

· Bayesian superyacht – maker said they are unsinkable, but recently sank off coast of Italy in a storm

· Enemy comes to destroy you
· Aircraft carrier group

2.  Who are your rival gods?
· Remember – these can be good things, so long as they are submitted to the true God

· Examples

	Rival gods
	Redeemed value
	Potential negative impact

	Money
	Use to feed family and share with those in need
	Love of money is the root of all evil

	Love / sex
	Beautiful in the context of Godly marriage – one spouse to whom you are faithful


	Lust, adultery, fornication

	Spouse / significant other (whether actual or the idea)
	Godly marriage that honors God
	· Idolize idea of marriage or relationship

· Love for spouse is greater than love of God
· “widowhood effect” – a study found that people whose spouse had just died had a 66% increased chance of dying within the first three months following their spouse’s death



	Career
	Contribute to society and make a living for family and to share
	Derive self-worth and value from work to an unhealthy degree



	Parents


	Honor
	Overly beholden to their wishes/demands, even when in conflict with God’s will



3. How to have an undivided heart
· It’s actually an imperative:
· First commandment: 

· “You shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3)

· It is not okay to have other gods before God

· Spend time with God

· Word

· Prayer

· Community of faith

· Every day fall deeper in love with Him

· He loves you

· He died for you

· He will never leave you nor forsake you

· Re-order our lives

· Basic routines

· How do we begin our days?
· How do we make our decisions?
· Let us come to the Lord in repentance and ask Him to change our hearts, our minds.

· It’s a process – a daily surrender and devotion

· May the prayers of our hearts be “give me an undivided heart”
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