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Ephesians 4:11-12

And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 

Today I want to talk about being an apostolic church.

The word is apostolos – one who is sent.  A delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders.

The concept comes from the Old Testament idea of the shaliach – one sent, agent or representative.

Idea is someone who is sent to represent his or her master.

Genesis 24:1-4

Now Abraham was old, advanced in age; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in every way.  Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he owned, “Please place your hand under my thigh, and I will make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among, whom I live, but you will go to my country and to my relatives, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”

John 20:21

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.”

An apostle is someone sent by someone, to some place or people, to do something.

Apostles are sent by a call from God to a people or place with a purpose to represent God to them.

Some narrow apostolic churches to church planting or a leadership position like a bishop or overseer but it’s more than that.

1. An apostolic church is a relational church.

The first relationship is with Christ.  The foundation is intimacy with God.  In order to be able to represent God we need to know Him and His heart.

Bob Pierce


Let my heart be broken with the things that break the heart of God.

Our first priority must be Christ.  From that everything flows.

Wedding – this relationship affects every relationship from this day forward.  

Same with our relationship with Christ.  Changes how we interact with others, how we use money, how we use our time.

Our identity is rooted in sonship – to God and to each other.  Family.

2. An apostolic church is a missional church.

We are on mission with God.  We are sent by Christ to represent Him to a lost world.  God is sending you.

Luke 10:1-9

Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them in pairs ahead of Him to every city and place where He Himself was going to come.  And He was saying to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.  “Go; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.  “Carry no money belt, no bag, no shoes; and greet no one on the way.  “Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house.’  “If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you.  “Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages.  Do not keep moving from house to house.  “Whatever city you enter and they receive you, eat what is set before you; and heal those in it who are sick, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’

Pray – peace be to this house.

Fellowship – stay, eat and drink.

Meet Needs – heal those in it who are sick.

Preach – say the Kingdom of God has come near to you.

How many full-time ministers are here?

3. An apostolic church is an experiential church.

When intimacy and mission is taking place it creates an atmosphere of hope and faith where people are released to take risks and move into radical obedience.

A culture where dreams and hopes are established.

Remember the best definition of equipping the saints – to make one what he or she ought to be.

A place where people can encounter God.  Faith is not merely an intellectual exercise but where we can encounter the living God to love us, transform us and for Him to send us out – apostles.

During the depression there was a field which was a sheep ranch owned by a man named Yates. Mr. Yates wasn't able to make enough on his ranching operation to pay the principal and interest on the mortgage, so he was in danger of losing his ranch. With little money for clothes or food, his family (like many others) had to live on government subsidy. 

Day after day, as he grazed his sheep over those rolling West Texas hills, he was greatly troubled about how he would pay his bills. Then a seismographic crew from an oil company came into the area and told him there might be oil on his land. They asked permission to drill a wildcat well, and he signed a lease contract. 

At 1,115 feet they struck a huge oil reserve. The first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day. Many subsequent wells were more than twice as large. In fact, 30 years after the discovery, a government test of one of the wells showed it still had the potential flow of 125,000 barrels of oil a day. 

And Mr. Yates owned it all. The day he purchased the land he had received the oil and mineral rights. Yet, he'd been living on relief. A multimillionaire living in poverty. The problem? He didn't know the oil was there even though he owned it. 
The moral of the story – you may be sitting on something so impactful, yet totally unaware because you are looking at your circumstances instead of what God has planned for you deep inside of you. 

There is a relationship with God that is so deep, so personal, so liberating, so insightful, so wonderful, so soothing, so dynamic, so beautiful that is waiting for you.

All that is asked for is for us to focus ourselves on Him, give Him some time, and to do His will and God will dig the well of our hearts and out will come oil!
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