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When we talk about equipping the saints, what are we equipping for?  In other words, what is the end game?

Mark 12:28-31

One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, “What commandment in the foremost of all?”  Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord your God is one Lord; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’  The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no other commandment greater that these.’

Jesus is quoting the Shema – Israel’s basic confession.

Deuteronomy 6:4

“Hear, O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!  “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.  “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.

What Moses is proposing to the Israelites is so different than the culture that they are living in.  They live in a polytheistic culture – only Judaism, Christianity, and Islam are monotheist.

People living in the ancient Near East were a deeply spiritual people who believed the world was filled with the sacred, mystical, and the magical.  There were numerous gods, demons, angels who were seen as ruling over different spheres of life.  

Life was spiritual but it was ruled by innumerable deities many of whom were not very pleasant.

For example – a simple task of drawing water from the river would be full of spiritual danger.  Why?  Because in order to get to the river you had to pass the forest and the field.  Different gods patrolled those areas so in order not to offend you had to take a sacrificial offering and perform a religious ritual at the shrine of the field.

Then you may run into a large tree.  They believed that large trees were filled with nasty spirits called dryads so a religious ceremony would be needed to appease them.  Then you finally got to the river and now you had to appease the river goddess who was very fickle.  If the religious ceremony was not done properly then you can be assured of a drought, flood or some other kind of catastrophe.  

Polytheistic view went beyond fields and rivers.  Extended to the state (politics), family, war, fertility, etc…

The life of a polytheist was:

· Complex – each deity has to be encountered with the proper decorum.

· Superstitious – minor actions have massive spiritual consequences.

· Dangerous – not all gods were good, in fact many were just evil.

In this context comes the Shema.

No longer could there be different gods for different spheres of life – a god of the temple, another god of politics, a different god for fertility, one in the field and another for the river.

Yahweh is the ONE God who rules over every aspect of life and the world.

Yahweh is Lord over home, field, politics, work, etc… and the religious task was to honor this ONE God in and through all aspects of life.

Romans 11:36

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever.  Amen.

The Shema has ramifications in all we do at church.  It sets the basis of worship, discipleship and missions.

To know Him, to be like Him, and to make Him known.

This is why the covenant between Israel and God begins with an absolute claim of God to all of Israel’s life and a total ban on idols and false gods.

Exodus 20:2-5

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  “You shall have no other gods before Me.  “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  “You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.

In biblical faith, salvation and lordship are inextricably linked.

In this light do we understand the jealousy of God.

It is a refusal in God to share His exclusive claim to rule over the lives of His people.  It is not a negative emotional response.  

It is simply the outworking of His claim over against the claim of the idols.

God will simply not share us with false gods.  Idolatry will damage and fracture us.

Polytheists can compartmentalize life and distribute it among many powers.

Monotheists have only one reference point for life and existence – God.

Meeting with Os Guinness for the first time and asking him a question. 

What do you believe is the greatest threat to the church?  The greatest threat to the church is the compartmentalization of the believer.

Jesus is not just your God when you are at church but at your home, your work, your date, your leisure, when you are at the market, driving, etc…

Conversation with Pastor Selamet and the reluctance of Christians to hire SPIn members.

Hear O Israel – the Shema, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one.

The problem with the Jews is that over time the Shema became a theological statement rather than a call to covenant loyalty.

Ontology – philosophical concern with the nature of being (ontos).  

Influenced by Hellenistic/Platonic thinking, ontological theology focuses on God in His eternal being rather that on his existential claim on our lives.

In other words, when we say the Lord is one, we mostly make a claim of His being instead of His place in our lives as first of all.

One of the first times I was confronted with a woman who had a serious problem with a demon.  

Asked a Fuller professor in the School of Psychology to help.  His response is that he is an ontological believer but doesn’t practice what he says.

Christian belief does not consist in merely saying there is one God.  The devil knows that.

Christians respond to God by:

· Faith in His deeds

· Trust in His power

· Hope in His promise

· Passionate abandonment of self to do His will.

Every sin is trying to find happiness outside of God.  Trying to find happiness and fulfillment in our own strength.

James 4:2

You lust and do not have; so you commit murder.  You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.  You do not have because you do not ask.

Our Goal

God is ONE.

Our goal is to bring all aspects of our life, communal and individual, under this ONE God.

The Torah was written in this context.  The first 5 books of the OT known as the Pentateuch and especially the book of Leviticus seems to jump from subject to subject, from deep theology in one verse to a seemingly trivial matter the next.

One verse deals with what we do in the temple, the next what happens when your donkey falls into a pit, the next might deal with mildew in the kitchen, and then a women’s menstrual cycle.

There doesn’t seem to be an order or logic to it but there is – the logic is it trains the Hebrew to relate all aspects of life to God!  From mildew to the worship in the temple and everything in between.

Frost and Hirsh

While in the Western spiritual tradition we have tended to see the “religious” as one category of life among many (we even call nuns and monks the “religious”), the Hebrew mind was no such distinction about a purely “religious” existence but is concerned with all of life…All of life is sacred when it is placed in relationship to the living God.

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

We are not human beings having a spiritual experience.  We are spiritual beings having a human experience.

To say it plainly there is no such thing as sacred and secular in the biblical worldview.  It can conceive of no part of the world that does not come under the claim of God’s lordship.

All of life belongs to God and true holiness means bringing all the spheres of our life under God.

JESUS

The Incarnation does not alter the nature of God or the fundamental monotheism of the Scriptures but rather reinforms and restructures monotheism around the central character of the NT – Jesus.

Our loyalties are now given to the Savior.  He becomes the focus of our attention.  He not only initiates the new covenant – He is the new covenant.

When His disciples call Him Lord it has the same implications as Israel in their day.  Religious situation is the same:

· Polytheism – Canaanite (Baal, Asheroth), Greek/Roman (Venus, Diana, Apollo), romantic love, consumerism

And an added twist - Roman theology – physical manifestation of God was Caesar and claimed total allegiance.  

· Genius of Rome – conquered nations proved Caesar was superior.

· Why Christians were killed with such force.

Jesus’ lordship was not a favored position.  It has now been passed onto Jesus.

Ephesians 1:20-23

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Jesus is Lord of our life!

Where is He not Lord?  What area of our life is not under His Lordship?

This is what equipping is all about.  Bringing every aspect of our life under His Lordship.

To Love the Lord our God with everything!

Is loving God that important?

Revelation 2:1-5

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:
The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this:

‘I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; and you have perseverance and have endured for My name’s sake, and have not grown weary.  ‘But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  ‘Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent.

Persevering, good leadership, good theology, hard working church but will be removed if not going back to first love.
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