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John 11:1-26

What do you do when God is slow?

When there is no response from God?

How will we respond when we encounter God’s silence?

Vince Lombardi

When the going gets tough, the tough get going.

Pain is a part of the Christian life.

John 16:33

These things I have spoken to you, that in My you may have peace.  In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.

Psalm 4

You have enlarged me in my distress.

What God promises are that He will be there for us in the midst of it and carry our sorrows on His tortured, and scarred back.

Philippians 3:10

that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings being conformed to His death.

2 Timothy 3:12

Indeed all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

John Wesley story

Let me give you some perspective...

Silence of God:

1. Teaches us patience

Mom asked her preschool daughter, "Would you like an ice cream sundae?

Her daughter thought for a moment and answered, "No, I want one today."

My kid’s favorite words when they were young were, "Right now."

Fruits of the Spirit - patience

In order to be longsuffering a person has to suffer a long time.

Patience is not something that is automatically deposited in you.

“Lord, I want patience right now” doesn’t work. It is earned.

God is patient.

Traditional Hebrew story

"I have suffered him these eighty years although he dishonors me. Could you not endure him one night?"

2. Shows us who we truly are

2 Chronicles 32:31

God left him alone only to test him that he might know all that was in his heart.

Did God already know what was on Hezekiah's heart?

An omniscient being does not ask questions for information.  

“Adam where are you?”  He knew exactly where Adam was.

It was for Hezekiah's sake.

When the heat is on, all the junk rises to the top.

Gold refining process.

3. Releases a greater revelation of Himself

John 11

v. 5 Jesus loved Mary and Martha and Lazarus

v. 6 Jesus stays longer

M & M ask and there is silence

All the way through the final stages of sickness and nothing.  No response from the One who loved them

Lazarus dies, funeral ceremony, roiling of stone and yet still no Jesus

v. 32 Jesus arrives and Martha says, "Lord If you had been here, my brother would not have died."

"You are exactly right. If I had come your brother would not have died. You know that I would have healed him because you have seen me heal many times. If I had come when you asked me to, I would have healed him. But you would have never known anymore about Me than you already know.

I knew you were ready for a greater revelation of Me than you have ever known In your life.

I want you to come to know that "I am the resurrection and the life." My refusal to come on time and my silence were not a rejection. It was an opportunity to disclose to you more of Me than you have ever known."

Tearing ACL in HK – doctor, job, and rehab.

If I get wounded, He will heal me and there is a purpose.

Job 5:18

For He inflicts pain, and gives relief; He wounds, and His hands also heal.

5. Identify with Christ.

We are to be like Jesus. He suffered for our sakes.

Philippians 3:10

that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;

What we need is perspective.

Look at it through His eyes.

Rabbi and Moses story:

Moses was rejected by rich man so went to a poor rabbi's house who only owned a cow. Rabbi gave Moses all they had to eat. That night the Rabbi’s cow died.  Moses left without leaving anything for the Rabbi but the next day went to the rich man's house and left a purse of money to fix a wall that had been coming down on the rich man’s property.

Rabbi asked Moses how could he do that when he knew the cow had died. 

Moses replied, God asked for his wife so he interceded and asked to take the cow instead.

Rich man had gold that was on the other side of the wall so he built a wall so that he will never see it.

Matthew 11:28-30

“Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.  “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  “For My yoke is easy and My burden in light.”

He is the One who cares for us and lightens our load.

The French painter, Renoir continued his painting even when he experienced excruciating pain from rheumatoid arthritis. When asked why he continued to torture himself in this way his answer revealed his heart.

He said, "The pain passes but the beauty remains."
Let the Holy Spirit speak to you today.
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