Rev. Samuel Song
     I Am – Light of the World
11 May 2025

John 8:12

Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.”

We are starting a new series this week.  I was so inspired at the Alpha conference and just wanted to focus on Jesus.  

The I Am statements in the Scriptures reveal who Jesus is and His purpose but also shed light on our identity as well.

In John chapter 7 we learn that Jesus is teaching in the Temple during the Feast of Booths or Sukkoth.

John 7:2


Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was near.

John 7:14

But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and began to teach.

This feast takes place in the fall and celebrates the fall harvest.  It was a reminder that the long days of summer were over and the longer nights of winter were coming.  Even though dark days were coming the Jews knew that God would continue to be their guiding light.

They were reminding themselves of the Exodus when God lit up the desert sky at night with a pillar of fire.

Exodus 13:21-22

The Lord was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them on the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night.  He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.

To help the Israelites remember the Exodus, the Feast of Booths included lavish light ceremonies.  The Levites would descend from the Israelites’ compound to the Court of Women – the part of the Temple where all Jews could enter but not Gentiles.

There were four golden candelabra atop poles and four basins made of gold  and four ladders for each pole and four children from the priesthood trainees who would carry large amounts of pitchers of oil.  The priests would tear from their trousers and belts to use as wicks and they would light the candelabra.  The light from the candelabra was so bright that every courtyard in Jerusalem was illuminated probably because the light reflected off the limestone.

Mishnah


Whoever has not seen these things has never seen a wonder in his life.

We know He was in the Court of Women because the Jews bring the woman caught in adultery to Him there.  Jesus uses this as a backdrop to declare that He is the light of the world.  Not just providing physical light but spiritual light, which He will demonstrate in the next chapter by healing the man born blind.  

What do we learn about ourselves?

1. We have assurance 

Jesus said that whoever follows Him will not walk in the darkness but will have the Light of life.

We can have assurance that we will not walk in darkness.

The darkness is scary.  

My summer flat in HK.  Show pics.

1 John 5:11-12

And this is the testimony, God has given us eternal life and this life is in the Son.  He who has the Son has life, he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

Next time you are in the US and about to board a flight notice the difference between those who have a confirmed ticket and those who don’t and are on standby.  Nervous, pacing, unsure while those with tickets are calm, resting, relaxing.  

You can have assurance because of what He has done.  Our assurance is not dependent on what we have or have not done or how our day is going or what sins we have committed today.  Our assurance is dependent on what Jesus has done for us.

Tim Keller

The Gospel is not about what we have done but what Christ has already done for us.

We do works of love and service not to earn our salvation but as a grateful and faithful response for what God has already done for us in Christ.

2. We are light bearers.

We are not the light.  Just like the moon cannot make its own light but merely reflects the light of the sun so are we.

Matthew 5:14-16

“You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

We are called to reflect the light of Christ to everyone we meet.  We do that by our good works and as our inspiration we point to Christ.

Jesus promises us that we will not walk in darkness but have the Light of life!  Let’s bear the light of Christ to everyone we meet.
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