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John 10:1-11

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber.  “But he who enters by the door is a shepherd of the sheep.  “To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  “When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.  “A stranger they simply will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of the strangers.”  This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were which He had been saying to them.  So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  “All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.  “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.  “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.

Just came back from Korea.  Thank you for the prayers.  PNate and Monica are doing a great job.

Many years ago when I was in Seoul I met a North Korean defector.  He hid in China for many years before he was allowed to enter South Korea.  He worked as a shepherd.

Verse 22 tells us that the Feast of Dedication is taking place.  More commonly known as Hanukkah meaning dedication in Hebrew.

The feast of dedication was a time of both reflection and celebration, marking the rededication of the Second Temple in 165 B.C.  

Before this time many of the temple priests had become “Hellenized,” meaning they took on Greek cultural and worship practices.  This Hellenization became so pervasive that they even allowed Greek idols to be set up in the temple itself. 

As a result, a war broke out between the conservative Jews who abhorred the idols and the Hellenized Jewish leadership.  In 165 B.C., Judas Maccabeus captured the temple in Jerusalem for the conservative Jews, removing the idols and rededicating the temple to God.  It is during this time that God performed the miracle now associated with the lights of Hanukkah, burning Judas’ lamp for eight nights even though he only had enough oil for one.  Thus the menorah has 8 candles and this 8-day festival is known as the Festival of Lights.

Growing up in a Jewish neighborhood I was jealous of my Jewish friends who would receive 8 gifts, one per night.

Ok PSam.  Nice story and history lesson.  So what?

What does any of this have to do with doors and shepherds? 

Why would Jesus use this festival as the context for these two I AM statements?

As well as celebrating the rededication of the temple, Jews also used the Feast of Dedication to reflect on the consequences of bad leadership. 

One of the passages that was commonly read and discussed was Ezekiel 34.

Ezekiel 34:1-3

Then the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel.  Prophesy and say to those shepherds, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves!  Should not the shepherds feed the flock?  “You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock.

The whole passage denounces and describes Israel’s past poor leaders as bad shepherds, men who fulfilled their own desires rather than serve their sheep.

It is within this context that Jesus tells His parable of the good shepherd. In the parable, Jesus contrasts a good shepherd with thieves, asserting that good shepherds use the door to let the sheep out to peace and plenty while the thief instead hops over the wall of the pen with the intent to “steal, kill, and destroy.” 

John 10:6
This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were which He had been saying to them.

Of course the crowd don’t understand Him so He inserts Himself into the parable.

The first way Jesus inserts Himself into the parable is by declaring, “I AM the door of the sheep,” 

Notice He doesn’t say a door, but the door – the only door.

Acts 4:12

And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.

It’s interesting that we as followers of Christ are called sheep.

1. Totally Helpless

Of all domesticated animals sheep are the most helpless.  They will spend their entire day grazing, wandering from place to place, and never looking up.  As a result they often get lost but unlike other animals they have no homing instinct.  They are totally incapable of finding their way home even if in plain sight.  

They are also helpless against predators.  Even if a wolf enters they won’t defend themselves.  Other animals will scatter but sheep will actually huddle together so become easily slaughtered.

Sheep will drown in moving water.  Unfortunately they are not afraid of moving water so they unwittingly go and drown.

Psalm 23 – He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters.

2. Totally Dependent

Sheep are totally dependent on their shepherd.  Shepherds were providers, guides, protectors and companions.  The bond between a sheep and shepherd is so close that even to this day Middle Eastern shepherds can divide flocks that have mingled at a well by simply calling their sheep and they follow because they know the sound of the shepherd’s voice.

John 10:7

So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.

In Jesus’ day there were two kinds of sheepfolds or pens.  One was public and found in cities and villages.  They were large and could hold many flocks of sheep.  The sheep would be in the care of the porter or doorkeeper whose duty was to guard the door.  In essence the hired hand.

The other was out in the countryside.  This type of pen was nothing more than a circle of piled up rocks.  Since there was no door the shepherds would literally be the door and lie down at the opening.  He would sleep there.

Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for His sheep.  In contrast to the religious leaders of His day who were thieves and robbers.

He is the Door to eternal life and eternal security.  He speaks, He guides, He loves, He protects, He feeds, He fends off predators, and He is the One who is there.

We are totally helpless to find eternal life.

We are totally dependent on Him to live this abundant life.

Are you willing to be the sheep?
Jesus says, “Come and follow Me!”
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