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John 15:1-11

I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.  You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you.  Abide in Me and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.  If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.  Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide in My love.  If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.  These things I have spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.

Jesus has just washed the disciples feet at the Passover meal and just before His arrest He makes His last two I Am statements – I Am the way, the truth, and the life and I Am the true vine.

These two declarations center on a common theme in John – the concept of abiding or remaining.

John uses the word meno more than any other New Testament writer.

A common theme in the Old Testament signifying a continuous, relational presence rather than mere physical closeness or proximity.

Psalm 91:1

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.

Just as a physical home provides shelter and a sense of belonging abiding in God offers us spiritual rest, protection, and a deep intimate connection with God.

The image Jesus uses is a thick grape vine with smaller branches coming off it.  If the smaller branches become separated or cut off from the vine they will wither and die because they lack the nutrients to live.

Therefore in order to bear fruit or even just to live the branch must abide within the vine.

How can we abide in the True Vine?

1. Quiet Time

Hebrews 10:22a


let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,

There is no substitute for a regular, daily time set aside for spending time with God.

Jesus’ love language is quality time.

4 P’s.  Place, Plan, Prayer, and Process.

Find a quiet Place where there will be minimal distractions.

Make a Plan – a specific time and what you will do in terms of your devotion.  Read 3 chapters a day in John.

Pray.  Talk to God.  ACTS – Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication.

Process what just happened.  Meditate on the Scriptures you just read, listen to the Lord speak to you after your prayer time or even during your prayer time and write down what you are processing with God.

Remember its devotion not devotions.  It’s the heart as well as the activity.

2 Chronicles 25:2


He did right in the sight of the Lord, yet not with a whole heart.

2. Living in His Continual Presence

Abiding is more than an activity.  It’s a deep, constant awareness of His presence.

Bad illustration but we drive differently when a police officer is behind us don’t we?

We should live differently when a loving God is with us always.

James 4:8a


Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
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