
How to Witness
Introduction: The "How To" Series
We are in a series called “How to Follow Jesus.” We’ve explored friendship with Jesus, reading the Bible, prayer, worship, and relationships. Today, we tackle a topic that can make many of us nervous: Witnessing—also known as evangelism, or sharing your faith and the good news of Jesus.
A Cringey First Encounter
My first experience with evangelism was in high school on the subway. A friendly, approachable guy sat down and started talking to a young woman. She was clearly delighted, hanging on his every word. It was captivating to watch.
Then, he asked: "Can I tell you about my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?"
Instantly, her face changed from delight to shock and discomfort. She realized his interest wasn't in her, but in converting her. The encounter became deeply awkward and cringey. I was relieved to get off at the next stop.
That first impression left me with a question: Why is sharing the best news in our lives often so uncomfortable? It’s like discovering the world's best exercise and trying to convince someone who has zero interest in health. If they aren’t interested, we feel we must convince them. This approach often misses the mark because we’re starting with a solution for a problem people may not feel they have.
What Is the Good News, Really?
Let’s define our terms. If I asked you to tell your neighbor the good news in one sentence, what would you say?Many would say, “It’s about getting my sins forgiven so I can go to  heaven when I die.”
Theologian Dallas Willard called this the “gospel of sin management.” While forgiveness and salvation are glorious truths, framing the good news only as a ticket to heaven makes it seem irrelevant for today. It can lead to a faith that is only about a future destination, not a present transformation.
So, what is the full, relevant good news?
It is all about Jesus.
Not just his death for our sins, but his entire story: his life, death, resurrection, and lordship. It’s the announcement that Jesus is the true King, and he is establishing his kingdom now. Salvation is the incredible byproduct of placing your life under his loving rule.
The Relevant Good News from Psalm 81
This brings us to our text, Psalm 81. Here, God reminds Israel—and us—exactly what it means for Him to be our God. From this, we get one main point and three powerful sub-points that show just how relevant the good news is for our daily lives.
	10 “I, the Lord, am your God,
Who brought you up from the land of Egypt;
Open your mouth wide and I will fill it.
13 “Oh that My people would listen to Me,
That Israel would walk in My ways!
14 “I would quickly subdue their enemies
And turn My hand against their adversaries.
Psalm 81:10, 13-14


	“I, the Lord, am your God,
Who brought you up from the land of Egypt;
Open your mouth wide and I will fill it.
Psalm 81:10


This verse establishes everything. God starts by declaring His identity and His resume: “I am the Lord... who brought you up out of Egypt.” He is the same all-powerful God who performed mighty miracles for Moses. This established His authority. If this claim weren't true, nothing else He says would matter. But because it is true, every promise that follows carries absolute weight.
This connects directly to the good news about Jesus. Just as God established His identity to Israel, the core of the Gospel begins with a declaration of identity:
Jesus is Lord
This was the central confession of the early church. If you asked a first-century follower what the good news was, they would lead with a person:
· Jesus is the Messiah!” (The promised deliverer)
· Jesus is King!” (The rightful ruler)
· Jesus is Lord!” (The one in charge)
The Bible confirms this is the bedrock of our faith:
· ...so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow... and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord...” (Philippians 2:10-11)
· If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
Jesus’s power to save is completely contingent on His identity as God and His authority as Lord. For those of us who have grown up in the faith, we can sometimes take this for granted. But many people don’t know this! They see Christianity as a philosophy or a moral code, not a relationship with a real, powerful God.
I know this was true for me. I grew up in church knowing about Jesus but seeing it mostly as a good way to live. It wasn't until I had a personal experience with God—where I felt His presence and power through prayer—that my thinking underwent a paradigm shift. I asked, “Is God real? And if He is, and Jesus is Lord, what does He actually rule over? What is He in charge of in my life?”
This leads us directly back to Psalm 81:10, which gives us three beautiful answers to that question.
	“I, the Lord, am your God,
Who brought you up from the land of Egypt;
Open your mouth wide and I will fill it.
Psalm 81:10


The same God who declared His authority immediately follows it with a promise: “Open wide your mouth and I will fill it.” This is a vivid picture of a parent feeding a child. The child’s only job is to open its mouth and receive; the parent’s job is to provide the good thing.
1. Jesus Provides
The picture of God feeding His people is a theme throughout scripture. In Exodus, He provided manna in the desert. In Matthew 6, Jesus expands on this, addressing our core anxieties:
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life... Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap... and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” (Matthew 6:25-26)
His message is clear: If Jesus is your Lord, worrying about your needs is unnecessary because He has committed to taking care of you. He has both the capability (as God) and the desire (as a good Father) to do it.
Is this real? Consider George Müller, who ran orphanages in the 1800s. He never asked for donations; he only prayed. One famous morning, with no food for the children, they prayed. Soon, a baker arrived with fresh bread, and a milkman with milk. God provided. I’ve experienced this myself when, after a simple prayer, someone felt prompted by God to meet a need I had told no one about. It does three things: it proves God is real, it proves He provides, and it replaces worry with trust.
	“Oh that My people would listen to Me,
That Israel would walk in My ways!
Psalm 81:13


2. Jesus Guides.
God continues in Psalm 81:13: “If my people would only listen to me...!” His desire is to speak to us and guide us in His ways. He led the Israelites with a pillar of cloud and fire because the wilderness was confusing and dangerous. Our lives today are full of similar uncertainties:
· What career should I choose?
· Is this the right person to marry?
· How should I handle this difficult decision?
The good news is that we don’t have to rely on our own limited understanding.
· “Trust in the Lord with all your heart... and he will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
· “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God... and it will be given to you.” (James 1:5)
This was exciting to me—the idea that God would guide me. The real test, however, comes when His guidance conflicts with what I want. I’ve chosen my own way over His three times, and each time I learned the hard way that God’s way is always best.
	“I would quickly subdue their enemies
And turn My hand against their adversaries.
Psalm 81:14


3. Jesus Protects.
Finally, God promises in Psalm 81:14: “I would quickly subdue their enemies...” For Israel, this meant physical armies. For us, our “enemies” can be fear, anxiety, opposition, or spiritual attack.
The promise remains: You do not have to face your battles alone.
· “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid... for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Deuteronomy 31:6)
Knowing the Lord is with you and has your back changes everything. It allows you to move forward with courage, not because the circumstances aren’t scary, but because you are not alone in them.
Conclusion: The Life of a Witness
So, let’s bring it all together. The good news is that Jesus is Lord. And because He is Lord:
· He Provides for your needs.
· He Guides your decisions.
· He Protects you from all that stands against you.
This is incredibly relevant. Everyone struggles with anxiety about the future, confusion about what to do, and fear of what might happen. The Gospel speaks directly into these daily needs.
How do we share this? We become witnesses. We don’t just repeat facts; we share how we have personally experienced His provision, guidance, and protection. Our stories confirm that God’s Word is true and alive.
The difficulty in sharing often comes if we haven’t personally experienced this life. Psalm 81:11-12 warns that if we stubbornly go our own way, God will let us, and we end up with stress, worry, and burden.
	11 “But My people did not listen to My voice,
And Israel did not obey Me.
12 “So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart,
To walk in their own devices.
Psalm 81:11-12


If that resonates with you, there is hope. The same God who sent Jesus to die for our stubbornness invites you to repent. To turn from your own way and let Jesus take His rightful place as Lord of your life. As Jesus said:
“For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.” (Matthew 16:25)
You can trade a life of stress for a life under the care of a good King. That is good news worth sharing.

