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Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

1 John 4:19


We love because He first loved us.

I went to Seoul to speak at our church’s retreat.  I have grown to love Korea.  That was not the case years ago.  I used to have a Korean passport.  First time back in Korea was 1992.  So scared I would get drafted into the Korean military.  One night layover before our flight to HK and way to hotel from airport we see two guys drunk fighting in the street.  Welcome to my country.

I have 4 memories of my childhood in Korea – frog hunting and eating; soldier on the train; falling into the toilet; and being left at home when my mom went to the US.  The last one was traumatic and affected most of my life.

I am unwanted.  I am not important enough to take with you.  Spent most of my childhood and adult life trying to prove I was worth something.

Ever wonder why childhood traumas are so deeply ingrained in us?

Scientists call it neuroplasticity.  Plasticity is the quality of being easily shaped or molded.  That’s why as a young child it’s so easy to learn languages but become harder as we grow older because as we age our brains lose plasticity.  Think of play dough when it gets left out and becomes hardened.  No longer to take shape.  The same ability to learn languages also is the culprit to holding onto and deepening our childhood traumas.

The devil is an exploiter – takes advantage of a bad situation.

John 10:10

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

God is a benefactor.

The creation story is all about God’s love for us and His desire to have a relationship with His creation.

Everything He made is good but when He creates Adam in His image then it is very good.  Then something is not good – not good for man to be alone.  So He creates Eve – twice refined.  Refined from what was already perfected.  How can you do better than perfection?  Only God can.

Creation story – relationship, perfection.  Adam and Eve had perfect harmony with God, nature, and the animals.

Then the devil.

Most of us have a courtroom idea of the end.  God is judge, devil is prosecutor, and Jesus is our advocate.  That works if what went wrong at the very beginning was at its core was about morality and behavior.  

The serpent never asks Eve to eat the fruit.  There was no direct temptation toward behavior or a compromise in morality.

Instead the serpent simply chips away at her trust in God until that moral action is the natural byproduct of a relational deception.

The serpent’s lie is aimed squarely at love – where to find love, how to find love, who or what will give love to us, and how we give love away.

Yes, Adam and Eve sinned against God but I want to suggest to you that the primary view is about a deception of God’s love and our trust in Him.

The courtroom drama works if at its core the motivation was moral or behavioral.  Again the core issue is about God’s love. The deception is primarily relational.  Its about love – where we get love, who we get love from, who we give love to. 

Luke 15:11-32

Tale of two sons.

A younger son takes the inheritance and goes looking for love in pleasure, status and wealth.  They end up destroying him instead of loving him back.

The son comes to his senses and makes a plan to come back to the Father to earn a paycheck.  Not for forgiveness and love. Not for relationship but to earn back what he has lost.  

Religion is acknowledging that I did wrong so I am coming back to God to make it right, do whatever it takes and I’ll show you I really mean it this time.

Religion – trying to fix what is broken by the very thing that broke it in the first place.

Trying to earn back the love that I lost.  Love that can only be freely received.

All a setup to this:

Kezezah ceremony – honor and shame society.

“You are now cut off from your people!”  

Ostracize – banish a citizen.  Greek ostrakizo from ostrakon meaning potsherd or tile.

Crowd thought finally the father could find closure in banishing the son.

Father runs (Jewish men don’t run because it was a shame to show the legs) so no one can banish the son at the city gate.

Core issue that was broken was the core issue that was restored – Love.

Father took on the shame and humiliation that the son deserved.  It’s the story of Jesus who is telling the story.

Power of shame.  

Guilt is I’ve done something wrong.  Shame is there is something wrong with me.

Will Smith seeing father beat his mom in the living room and he just froze.  He was the oldest son and his little brother stepped around him and defended his mom.  

Will Smith

That is the defining moment of my life.  It’s the one I’ve never stopped living in response to.  It’s the moment I’ve tried to make up for with every accomplishment I’ve ever gained, every album I’ve ever released, every role I’ve ever been cast in.
There is another son.  Older brother stayed home and worked in the field while his younger brother took his inheritance and wasted it away.

Older brother is working out in the field when he hears the music and when he finds out its for his younger brother he refuses to come in.

Confronts father and says I’ve been working so hard for you the whole time.  I’ve never asked you for anything.  I never left you like he did but I’ve never felt love like how you are loving him.

Luke 15:31-32

And he said to him, ‘Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is yours.  ‘But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was lost and has been found.’”

The older brother is just as prodigal as the younger.  He’s trying to earn his father’s love by drumming up his own lovableness.  Chasing the very thing his younger brother was chasing.

He is also draped in shame because he has a twisted mental picture of his father – he’s unfair, his love is conditional based on my performance, and he doesn’t see my efforts.

The older brother is walking the line morally and behaviorally but the core of the serpent’s deception is alive in him.

Let the Holy Spirit speak to you.  What is He saying about the lies that we believe in?  The core deception working inside of us that tell us that there is something so wrong in us that we are not worth loving.
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