
How to - Friendships
Introduction
Today we are talking about how to have friendships.
You might think this is obvious. You have been making friends since you were a child. With all that practice, you should be an expert by now. But you often hear people say it gets harder to make friends as you get older. Maybe friendships are not as simple as we think.
Let us start with one simple question.
Why are friendships important?
Friendships are important because...
· They are the family you choose.
· They know you and bring out other parts of who you are.
· They support you and you have someone to lean on.
· You do life together so you do not have to be alone.
· They provide accountability. Iron sharpens iron.
· God created us for relationships.
The Bible gives us a profound reason in John 13:34-35.
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
This means friendships are important for this reason. When people who do not know God see the way Christians love each other, they see something special. They see God at work. God is glorified by the way we love one another.
But love is not just a feeling. It is an action. First John 3:18 tells us to love not with words but with actions and in truth.
So what does this active love look like? What kind of love would make people recognize us as God's disciples?


We will look to 1 Corinthians 12:14-26. In this passage, Paul uses the human body as an illustration for the Body of Christ. Just as a body has many parts, the church is made of many different people.
For the body is not one part but many. If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it does not stop being part of the body. And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it does not stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, how would it hear? If the whole body were an ear, how would it smell? But God has placed each part in the body just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? But there are many parts, and one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I do not need you.” Or the head to the feet, “I do not need you.” The parts of the body that seem weaker are actually necessary. We give greater honor to the parts that lack it. God has put the body together so that there is no division. Instead, the parts have the same care for each other. If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it. If one part is honored, all the parts rejoice with it.
From these verses, we learn three things.
First, our differences do not disqualify us from the body. Every part of a human body belongs to the body. In the same way, everyone in the church belongs to the Body of Christ. Our differences do not change that.
Second, our differences are necessary. A body cannot be all eyes. We need eyes to see, ears to hear, and a nose to smell. In the same way, the church needs people with different spiritual gifts, personalities, and strengths. We need teachers, helpers, and encouragers. Our differences make the body complete.
Third, we need each other. It would be ridiculous for an eye to say it does not need a hand. Some body parts, like our liver, do not get much attention but are vital. If one part is injured, the whole body feels it. We need every part working together for the body to thrive.


Putting this all together, we get our first point.
1. United by Our Differences
The world today is often defined by differences. Social media and politics can push people apart. But for the Body of Christ to be united in its differences, it is a supernatural work of the Holy Spirit.
Think of House Church. It can have people of different races, incomes, life stages, and personalities. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we can be one body. We can connect, love, need, and celebrate each other.

2. No Division
Our second point comes from verse 25.
...so that there may be no division in the body...
No division does not mean we have no differences or disagreements. It means that when differences happen, or when you are misunderstood, disappointed, or hurt, you choose a response that prevents division.
Forrest Frank is a popular artist. After he broke his back skateboarding, he was stuck in bed. He wrote a song about it and was supernaturally healed in two weeks, which is a miracle. He documented his healing and God was glorified.
But then, another creator named Corey made a funny video mocking Forrest's situation. Forrest could have been angry. Instead, he made a video. He said he understood why people found it funny, but he was also honest about his feelings. Then, he did something amazing. He invited Corey to collaborate on a song together.
Corey responded immediately. He apologized humbly and explained his perspective. He gladly accepted the invitation to collaborate.
The result was reconciliation. They became brothers in Christ not just in name, but in relationship. This is inspiring because they did not give up on each other. They chose connection over division.
When there is friction, we must remember how Christ reconciled us to God. Motivated by His grace, we can choose to not give up on one another. No division.


3. Care
Our final point is simple but profound.
...but that the members may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all the members suffer with it. If one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
It seems obvious, but are we doing it? We all love to be cared for, but are we willing to care for others?
Our motivation comes from Jesus. He cared for us so deeply that He gave His life for us while we were still sinners. Knowing we are fully cared for by Him frees us to care for others.
Take a minute. Think of someone in your life. A friend, a House Church member, a family member. How are you caring for them? Remember, love is more than words. Love is an action.
Verse 26 shows us "opportune moments" to care. When someone is sick, struggling, or celebrating, we have a choice. We can be comfortable and do nothing. Or we can inconvenience ourselves to visit, help, or rejoice with them. This is love in action.
Let the Holy Spirit speak to you. If you have not been taking action to care for others, there is hope in God. You can start today.

Conclusion
Let us return to the words of Jesus.
“Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
We love through:
1. Being united by our differences.
2. Choosing no division.
3. Actively caring for one another.
Perhaps the Holy Spirit is stirring your heart. He may be showing you areas in your relationships that need work. Do something about it. Pray for God to bring you opportunities to love. Then, pray for the will to act when those opportunities come.

