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Luke 7:36-50

Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him, and He entered the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table.  And there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet and anointing them with the perfume.  Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner.”

And Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he replied, “Say it, Teacher.”  “A moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  “When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. So which of them will love him more?”  Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have judged correctly.”  Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  “You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet.  “You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume.  “For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.”  Then He said to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.”  Those who were reclining at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this man who even forgives sins?”  And He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Reflect

This time of the year is a great time to reflect on the past.

I had our kids go through their room and clean.  I also did some organizing.  

There was a file with our first retreat – Oct 2004.  We had 60 people in the church and we had nearly 100% participation.  Our bill was $34k.

I found some old papers of our board meetings in 2003 and 2004.  It had items such as church planting, training institute, exhaustive missions and outreach strategies, discipleship classes, education department.  For 15 people at that time all this was a stretch.

A great verse for reflecting on the end of the year.

Lamentations 3:22-23

They are new every morning; Great is Thy faithfulness.  “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I have hope in Him.”

Has the Lord been good to you this year?  Count the blessings.

Have you been good to the Lord this year?

Repent

We all have regrets.  Even looking at this past year I wish I spent more time with my family.  I wish I had worked out more.  I wish I had practiced golf better.  I wish I had prayed more.

Sarah was worth 20m and an additional income of 1k per day in the late 1800’s.  She was rich, well known, powerful and miserable.

Her only daughter died at 5 weeks.  Then her husband died.  She was left alone with her name, her money, her memories and her guilt.  Her guilt caused her to move to San Jose.

She bought an 8-room farmhouse plus 160 acres of land.  She hired 16 carpenters and put them to work for 38 years to build a mansion.  The building stopped when she died.

Her designs were eccentric.  Each window had to have 13 panes, each wall 13 panels, each closet 13 hooks and each chandelier 13 globes.

Corridors snaked randomly, some leading nowhere.  Doors opened to blank walls.  Stairs led to a ceiling that had no door.  Trap doors, secret passageways, tunnels.

At her death the completed estate was sprawled over 6 acres and had 6 kitchens, 13 bathrooms, 40 stairways, 47 fireplaces, 52 skylights, 467 doors, 10k windows, 160 rooms and a bell tower.

Legend has it that at midnight a servant would ring the bell Sarah would sit in the “blue room” with her guests.  At 2am the bell would ring and she would return to her room.  Who were her guests?  Indians and soldiers killed on the US frontier.  All killed by bullets shot from the most popular rifle in America, the Winchester.  

Her name was Sarah Winchester.  What had brought millions to her had brought death to so many.  She had spent her remaining years living in a castle of regret.

***show house.

We don’t need to be haunted by our regrets and failures.  We have a Savior that forgives.

1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

What do you need to confess to the Lord?

Release

Repentance is a good step but the next step must also be taken – release.  Let it go.

Philippians 3:13

Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 

Have to move forward.  God forgives you.  Now you have to forgive yourself.

Jackie Pullinger story.

Release it.  Give it all to Jesus.  Stop beating yourself up.

Galatians 5:1

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.  Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

If you are having difficulty doing that get some help.  Sign up for the River and get some prayer healing.

What do you need to release to the Lord?

Redirect

Isaiah 43:18-19

Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder things of the past.  Behold, I will do something new, now it will spring forth; will you not be aware of it?  I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, rivers in the desert.

Philippians 3:14

I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

In this coming year we get a new opportunity to walk closer to Jesus.  

The person who embodies the spirit of this message is the woman of Luke 7.

Facts:

1. Enters the house of men who despise her – no fear of man.

2. Standing behind Jesus – humility

3. Tears, hair, kisses, perfume – tools of the trade now used in worship – total redemption

Totally forgiven.  Some scholars say she is the woman of John 8 who was caught in the act of adultery.

She is real.  Unbinds her hair, which in that time was a sign of her being a prostitute.

So in love with Jesus that the whole world – even her enemies just melts away.

We can become so in love with Jesus that the world melts away.  No fear of man – just unbridled passion for the Son of God.

Or we can be like Simon.  Same dinner party.  One in absolute adoration and the other in empty religious service.  

No water, no oil, no kiss – just judgment and empty religiosity.  

From this day forward this year we can choose to love Jesus passionately, absolutely or we can continue to give Jesus empty religious service.  Up to you…
What are your spiritual goals for 2026?
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