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Luke 11:1 

And it came about that while He was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.”

This is our theme this year.  We are asking Jesus to teach us to pray.

· Lord’s Prayer

· What is prayer?

· Why do we need to pray?

· How do we pray?

· Different Kinds of Prayer

· Praying in the Spirit

· Prophetic Prayer

· Intercessory Prayer

· Praying the Scriptures

· Meditative Prayer

· Prayer Walking

· Powerful Prayers in the Bible

There was something so incredible about the prayer life of Jesus.  It was different.  They could have asked for so many different things but it was Jesus’ prayer life that intrigued them.  

Disciples used a different word for prayer.

To pray is euchomai – sometimes translated as wish but primarily means to pray to God.

Disciples used proseuchomai.  Pros – near, by, towards

Jesus didn’t just pray.  He was nearer to God when He did so.  It wasn’t just words from His mouth but a union and communion with God.

True prayer is more than just words though words are used.  Sometimes moans, groans.  Hannah was suspected of being drunk by Eli.

True prayer is union and communion with God.

So, what's the big deal about prayer? It's as old as man, as universal as religion, as instinctive as breathing. 
We pray before we eat...                                                                                         A little boy was asked to pray before the meal. The boy looked over the meal set before him and instead of bowing his head; he picked up his fork and began to eat. His parent's asked him why he didn't pray before his meal. The boy answered, "I already prayed for this food, these are leftovers." 

In the US courts are banning it in public schools...                                         A sign in a high school restroom read: 

Notice! In the event of an atomic attack, the federal ruling against prayer in this school will be temporarily suspended. 
Realtime 2024 met Coach Joe Kennedy.  He was fired by the Bremerton School Disctrict for praying on the 50 yard line after each game.  He was inspired after watching the movie, Facing the Giants.  He was doing this for 7 years until an opposing team commented positively that the school district would allow for this practice.  District board became concerned that they would be seen as complicit in violating the separation of church and state by allowing for Kennedy’s prayers to continue, as well as the implicit coercion that players may feel to join in on the prayer.  He was asked not to do that or move it to a private location or do it after everyone had left the stadium.  If he did so he would be fired.  He did so and was fired.  Media and local politicians were there and some spectators knocked over members of the marching band to race to the 50 yard line and direct profanity towards Coach Joe.

Kennedy filed suit and lost in 7 different trials.  Finally in 2022 his case went all the way to the Supreme Court and won 6-3.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5xOOczXOk_8

Prayer is practiced in some form by all men of all faiths. Everyone prays in their own way when they are desperate ...                                                                                 Three ministers were talking about prayer in general and the appropriate and effective positions for prayer. As they were talking, a telephone repairman was working on the telephone system in the background. One minister felt that the key was in the hands. He always held them together and pointed them upward as a form of worship. Another suggested that real prayer was conducted on one's knees. The third suggested that they both had it wrong-the only position worth its salt was to pray while stretched out flat on your face. By this time the phone man couldn't stay out of the conversation any longer'. He interjected: "I found that the most powerful prayer I ever made was while I was dangling upside down by my heels from a power pole, suspended forty feet above the ground." 

Prayer springs from the heart with a need.  A need greater than man's ability to encounter. Prayer is man's acknowledgment of a Being higher than himself. 

Most people try to pray, yet so few know how. We often ask ourselves, if prayer is so important and powerful, why is it so difficult to do?    

It’s difficult because its so powerful.                                                             

Everything that happens to us is made possible by prayer.  

John Wesley


God does nothing except in answer to prayer

EM Bounds


Only God can move mountains, but faith and prayer move God

I went to a retreat shortly after I got saved and had an incredible time with God.  When I came home my mom told me that my dad was praying really hard for me.  I was shocked that my dad prayed but more than that I realized that what I received at the retreat was a result of someone else’s prayers – my parents.

Most of us are basically living off of other people's prayers. 

I went through a time like that once. I just recruited some intercessors that were gifted in prayer. I thought they are much better at praying than me, why don't I focus on other things and leave the praying up to the pros. I basically outsourced prayer.  I soon became very dry personally. I forgot Oswald Chambers': 

Prayer is not for the higher work – prayer is the higher work. 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
There are basically two different kinds of prayers: 

1. Prayer that does not reach God 

2. Prayer that does reach God   

Luke 18:9-14 

To some who trusted in their own righteousness and viewed others with contempt, He also told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray. One was a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed,a ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—swindlers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and pay tithes of all that I acquire.’
But the tax collector stood at a distance, unwilling even to lift up his eyes to heaven. Instead, he beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner!’  I tell you, this man, rather than the Pharisee, went home justified. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

                                                                                                                             Both men went to the same place, at the same time, and for the same purpose: ​to pray. 

The Pharisee prayed in his religious pride, expecting God to answer because he thought himself worthy. The sin of presumption.                                                                        

· He informed God of his own goodness, that he was better than others. 

· He boasted of his good works. He said, "I fast; I pay." 

This is the kind of prayer that does not reach God – self-righteous prayer. 

Prayer based on his merits

The publican came to God in great humility.                       

· Conscious of his own unworthiness.  

· Confessing himself a sinner. 

· Begging for mercy. 

This is the kind of prayer that does reach God – righteous prayer. 

Prayer based on Jesus’ merits.
Let’s pray prayers this year that reach God!
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