Pastor Robert Oh
Sermon Title & Key Scripture

· Title: Be Strong
· Key Scripture: "‘But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the Lord. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the Lord, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares the Lord Almighty." — Haggai 2:4 


The Problem: The Struggle of Self-Will

Living by our own will often manifests as a desire to control our environment and the people around us to fit our own "image" of success or happiness.

· The "Fundamental Error" in Relationships: We often try to mold our spouses or children into the image we created for them rather than the image God intended . This tension eats away at intimacy.

· The Trap of Worldly Success: We are often too afraid of the world and focus on "fitting in" to the Hong Kong standard of success—bigger apartments, higher salaries, and better vacations—rather than reaching our full potential in God .

· The False Gospel of Prosperity: A self-centered will often seeks a "Prosperity Gospel" that promises comfort and wealth, but this is not the true gospel and can lead to spiritual death.


The Solution: Seeking and Following God’s Will
The transition to living God's way requires a shift from gathering information to cultivating a deep, intimate relationship.

· Knowing Through Intimacy: Knowing God’s will is not about "functional information" but about relational intimacy (yada or gnosis). Just as you "know" your spouse’s mood without them saying a word, you can "know" God’s heart through consistent walking with Him.
· Hearing as Obedience: In the biblical sense, "hearing" and "obeying" are the same thing . To hear God’s voice is to be ready to act on what He says, even before you fully understand the "where" or "how".
· Strength in His Presence: We can be "strong" to do God’s work not through our own effort, but because He is with us.



Key Practical Points

1. Release Control of Others: Stop trying to change your spouse or children to be who you want them to be. Instead, love and respect them as they are, allowing them to become the unique "image of God" He created.
2. Acknowledge the "Terrifying" God: Recognize that God is not just "awesome" but "terrifyingly" holy. When you enter His presence, you must be willing to pay the price of obedience, even if it feels costly—like Job’s willingness to worship even after losing everything.
3. Listen in the Silence: God speaks through many ways—scripture, visions, feelings, and even silence. Pastor Robert shared how God simply spoke the word "Cambodia" to him during his quiet time. When God is silent, take note of it and wait for His next confirmation.
4. Say "Yes" in Advance: Be like Pastor Robert at age 17, crying out "thousand yeses" to God before even knowing what the commands would be. Whether it is planting a church in a dangerous "ghetto" or moving to a place you didn't choose, your "yes" must be ready.


The Takeaway: Life Application

To live life God's way this week, challenge yourself to:

· Practice "Relational Listening": Spend 10 minutes each morning in silence, asking God for a "word" or direction, and write down whatever He puts on your heart, no matter how small.

· Surrender One Expectation: Identify one person you have been trying to "mold" or change. Pray for them and consciously decide to "let them be" who God called them to be this week.

· Choose Obedience Over Comfort: When you sense a prompt from the Holy Spirit that feels "scary" or inconvenient (like reaching out to someone or changing a habit), act on it immediately as a sign of your "yes" to God.
