Shut then Open Your Door


Introduction: The Dangerous Prayer

Pastor Bob Sorge connects this message to two of his books: Secrets of the Secret Place and The Chasing of the Lord. He shares his personal journey of suffering a vocal injury 34 years ago after praying a "dangerous prayer"—asking God for something big without realizing the intensity of the journey that would follow.

The Example of Job

· A Journey of Intimacy: While many see Job as a book about suffering, it is primarily about intimacy and spiritual fatherhood.

· The Cross in Job: Sorge encourages readers to look for the cross throughout the book. For example, Job being "naked" (Job 1:21) and God "destroying the blameless and the wicked" (Job 9:22) both point to Calvary.

· Laying Hold of God: In Job 41, God describes the power of the Leviathan to show that if laying hold of a creature is overwhelming, laying hold of God through big prayers will "shake you to the bottom of your being".

The Literary Device: Chiasms

A chiasm is a literary device used in the Bible where the structure points the reader toward the center, indicating that the heart of the message is in the heart of the passage.

1. Lamentations

· The book uses the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet to structure its chapters.

· Chapter 3 is the center of the chiasm, where Jeremiah moves from national grief to personal sorrow, giving three verses to every letter.

2. Psalm 91:14-16

· There are seven promises in this passage.

· While we often focus on deliverance or long life, the central promise of the chiasm is: "I will be with him in trouble" (Verse 15).

· Sorge notes that having God with you in trouble provides the wisdom and strength needed to receive all other promises.

3. Revelation 3:14-21 (The Laodicean Church)

· The center of this chiasm is Verse 19: "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent".

· Rebuke vs. Chastening: Rebuke is a verbal correction; chastening is a non-verbal correction.

· Examples of non-verbal chastening include Job’s boils, Paul’s thorn in the flesh, Joseph’s prison, and Sorge’s own vocal injury.

Five Reasons for God's Chastening

Based on the Letter to the Laodiceans (Revelation 3), Sorge identifies five reasons why Jesus chastens those He loves:

1. To Break Lukewarmness: Chastening makes it impossible to remain in the "lukewarm middle". It forces a person to become "zealous," either cold (rejecting God) or hot (pursuing Him desperately).

2. To Reveal True Spiritual Condition: We often flatter ourselves until chastening removes the scales, showing us we are "wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked" and in desperate need of Him.

3. To Conform Us to Christ: The "gold refined in the fire" is Christlikeness. While grace is free, Christlikeness is "bought" through the price of enduring in faith when the heat is turned up.

4. To Clear Our Vision: The "eye salve" mentioned is self-denial, specifically fasting. In a generation distracted by screens and pods, fasting "gets the gunk out" so we can see and hear God.

5. To Bring Greater Intimacy: Chastening is Jesus "knocking" at the door of the heart. He cannot force it open; the latch is on our side.

Conclusion: The Three Doors

· The Heart (Rev 3:20): We must open our door to let Jesus in to dine.

· Heaven (Rev 4:1): This door has a latch on Jesus' side; only He can open it to show us things in the Spirit.

· The Secret Place (Matt 6:6): This is the door to your private room.

The Final Word: "Shut your door and then open your door". Shut the door to your room (the secret place) and open the door of your heart to Him.

Would you like me to create a study guide or a list of reflection questions based on these five reasons for chastening?
