Darkness on Good Friday
Mark 15:33-39.
Lev.16:2

Introduction: 3 external events that showed God was at work on that original Good Friday: darkness; saints arose; veil of temple rent
A. “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?”

1. What would you have seen?
a. A Roman crucifixion (no hint atonement…) a hint whether you might be a Christian…
(1) Historical = crucifixión – most painful kind of punishment ever designed by man
(2) Theological = atonement
b. Three crosses – Jesus in the middle; two criminals talking to each other, Jesus saying, “This day you will be with me…”

c. Darkness between 12 noon and 3 pm

(1) What do you think it was? An eclipse?

(2) What was the purpose the this darkness mentioned in 3 gospels = Mt. Mk. Luke

2. This was no accident; not an eclipse of the sun

B. It was the nearest you get to the visible presence of God.

1. Rev.15:8; Isa 6:4
2. Illus: Jack Hayford…haze

3. Ashland, Ky…April 1956…haze

C. Good Friday; not just a haze

III. SEAL OF GOD ON WHAT GOD WAS DOING.

A. Lev.16:2…

B. The black smoke was a seal on the MERCY Seat. 1 Kings 8:12
1. It was one of the ways God showed up. Rev.19:18; 20:12
2. It was the ultimate fulfillment of the Mercy Seat.

a. Once a year the High Priest entered…blood.

b. Solemn ritual…bell tied to his ankle…

3. There was a moment between 12 and 3…

a. All our sins were put on Jesus

b. The LORD laid on Him the iniquity of us all

c. 2 Cor.5:21…

d. The justice and wrath of God…satisfied

II. Saints arose – Matt.27:52-53

A. This was a further seal on the death of Jesus

1. The death of Jesus ended death. Heb.2:14.
2. The firstfruits of the death of Jesus on the original Good Friday over 2,000 years ago.
B. This would have referred to a few, not many, of people who died recently. Cf Matt 28:11ff—Matthew liked to tell stories not in Mark or Luke or John. So this one: Mt.27:52-53
1. Loved ones recognized them.

2. Friends recognized them.

I.  The veil of the temple was ripped in two. “It had been hanging there for years”…
A. Top to bottom – God did it; not carried out by man

1. Other wide of the curtain: mercy seat

2. Only the high priest entered
B. Signaled an end to the sacrificial system.

1. We no longer depend on an earthly priest

2. “By the new and living way….blood of Jesus”

Conclusion

A. Jesus’ blood satisfied the justice of God

B. Gospel – 2 questions,,,
