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Matthew 6:11-13
 Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’ 
Separated into three different sections.
1. Addressing God Properly
2. 3 petitions of God-centered worship
3. 3 petitions of human-centered needs.
First focus on God and His agenda then we can focus on ours. God is concerned with our needs.  That’s His promise.
Order is very important.
Three petitions of human-centered needs. (Our)
a. Give us this day our daily bread. (Body)
b. Forgive  us, as we forgive others (soul)
c. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one. (Spirit)
1. REMEMBER
3 petitions of human-centered needs taught by Jesus were to bring us back to remembrance, the journey the Israelites took in the wilderness. The Lord probably prayed in this format everyday when he was in his prayer closet.
Remember God’s provision of manna 
Remember God’s constant lovingkindness and forgiveness
Remember the greatest test/temptation the Israelites faced as a nation… that was their years in the wilderness. Through their grumblings and complaining they extended this 11 day journey into a 40 year wilderness experience. 
Grumbling/ complaining in Hebrew means ‘to stay the night’!
God cares about history. God and Moses had told the Israelites numerous times to recount His miracles to future generations. 
· Exodus 10:2, (After the Exodus)
· Deuteronomy 4:9 (before Josuha died)
· Psalm 78 (A psalm of their history in the wilderness)
Don’t repeat the same mistakes, Remember His goodness.
2. PLACE BLAME APPROPRIATELY
Teaches us to differentiate between God’s test and Satan’ s temptation.
Most people will hear it as negative (enticement to evil)
What if this word is a neutral word? 
A. In Greek, the word is Peirasmos, which is a neutral word in origin. It means to test objectively. To try whether a thing can be done. It can be used interchangeably with trials, testing.
B. In the bible we see multiple usage of this word and some are connected to God
a. Israelites in the Wilderness (Deuteronomy 8:2)
b. Jesus was led to be tempted (Matthew 4:1)
c. Abraham was tested (Genesis 22:1) 
C. Some from satan
a. Satan tempted Eve (Genesis 3)
b. Tempted Judas (John 13:2)
c. Tempting Jesus (Matthew 4:1)
d. Annaias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11)
Adam and Eve scenario. The very thing God had put in the garden to ‘test’ them, the enemy used it to ‘tempt’ them. 
James 1:13?
13 No one is to say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted ]by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.
We have to understand this with the negative sense of temptation. 
I.e. 13 No one is to say when he is (seduced to sin) tempted, “I am being tempted (seduced/enticed) by God”; for God cannot be tempted (seduced/enticed) by evil, and He Himself does not tempt (seduce/entice to sin) anyone.
SEDUCTION is demonic! It is lust! God doesn’t seduce. He gives invitations! 
James 1:14-15
14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it has run its course, brings forth death. 
The initial desire may be innocent at first. But then that desire crosses over to sinfulness or sinful craving and sinful desire. I.e. Desire of natural sexual appetite - it is innocent, but it can cross the line into lust. Desire to do well at work is innocent, but can cross the line into doing whatever it takes to get to a higher position…
I have a sermon on the process of temptation and desire that you can listen to.
3.  
PURPOSE BEHIND GOD’S TESTS
James 1:2-4 2 Consider it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
1 Peter 1:6-7 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 so that the proof/tested genuineness of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
(‘Trials' in this verse is the same word as Temptation in Matthew 6 in the Lord’s prayer.)
Romans 5:3-4  And not only this, but we also celebrate in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; 
Either James, Peter, and Paul are masochists, or they saw the true meaning behind  trials/temptations, otherwise why else would they encourage us to consider it Joy, to celebrate and rejoice during hard times?! 
Imagine you are a boss, and you are looking for someone to manage your biggest project, a project that is the lifeline of your firm, it will put your company on the map and have global influence, be listed on a stock exchange etc…. would you just let a random person whom you don’t know very well, haven’t gone through any life experiences, or with no work experience, unable to take pressure, easily swayed by other people’s influence/opinion, have no idea about their self worth… to lead that project? NO!
It is time we understand the heart behind ‘God’s temptation’ or I should say God’s tests.
Whether the temptation came from God’s refining or Satan’s bait there is always, ALWAYS two paths to choose from
The purpose behind God’s tests?
1. An Invitation to overcome or
2. A seduction to sin.
4. 
INVITE GOD INTO YOUR TRIALS
Genesis 2:19 And out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. 
Adam was not a robot, this process was not a production chain…God didn’t just bring him the animal and say “name it” and Adam came up with a name on the spot…
There were conversations flowing, laughter, joy, excitement, questions and answers, a safe space to explore…
When satan tempted Eve and Adam it was all about proposing to them Self Sufficiency, Self Reliance, Self Fulfillment… Satan took everything away from Adam and Eve, he also tried to take everything away from God too. 
What’s satan’s the end goal? - to steal your intimacy with God.
Will you invite him in your trials? But this time?
· REMEMBER: God’s good, don’t repeat their mistakes
· PLACE BLAME APPROPRIATELY: God is not your enemy, satan is!
· PURPOSE BEHIND TRIALS: It is for our Good
· INVITation: It is about intimacy
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