Now What?


Introduction
Retreat scenarios look different for everyone. For some, it was uneventful. For others, something significant happened. But for many of us, we return home and life goes right back to the way it was. We find ourselves waiting for the next retreat, hoping that will be the moment things finally change.
We retreated, but we have not advanced. Why is that?


Main Point
Why don't we advance? Because of our lack of response.
To advance, we need to respond.
Think about Nate's altar call. Why didn't we respond? Perhaps it is because we have forgotten that we have a personal relationship with Jesus. Instead, we treat it as an impersonal one. God is in the background of our lives. He takes care of everything, and we go about our day without feeling like he requires much from us.
But that is not true. Jesus wants a personal relationship with you.
The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-22)
Jesus extended an invitation to the young man to follow him. The young man walked away.
The Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:28-29)
When we respond, God responds. Then we respond again, and God responds again. That is simply what a relationship looks like. But this is our most important relationship. How are we responding to it?


Today's Scripture: John 12:1-8
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany. Martha served. Lazarus reclined at the table with Jesus. And Mary took a pound of costly perfume, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped them with her hair. The fragrance filled the entire house.
From how Martha, Lazarus, and Mary each responded, we get three ways we can respond to Jesus.


Point 1: Acts of Service
"Martha was serving."
This was not the first time Martha served. The last time, in Luke 10, the issue was not the serving itself but the attitude behind it. She was annoyed, distracted, and resentful.
This time was different. Jesus had just raised her brother from the dead. Now her serving came from joy, not obligation. She was not annoyed that others were not helping. She was honored to be the one who got to take care of Jesus.
What this means for us (GIC and HC):
We want you to be in GIC and HC because we want you to receive, to build relationships, and to understand that you do not serve to earn anything. You serve as a response to what God has already done in your life, and as a response to your church family.


Point 2: Quality Time
"Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him."
Lazarus had just died and been raised back to life. After something like that, only one thing mattered to him. Jesus. He wanted to sit with him, get to know him, and share his heart.
How do you do that with someone? You talk. You communicate.
Think of an elderly couple who have been together for decades. That closeness did not happen overnight. It was built through years of conversation and time spent together.
How do we do that with God? We pray. We share our hearts with him, and we also listen. We read the Bible and make space for the Holy Spirit to speak.
That means we cannot rush it. We cannot treat it like a task to get through. Imagine spending time with a friend while constantly checking your watch. That would not feel like much of a friendship. The same is true here.


Point 3: Sacrifice
"Mary took a pound of very costly perfume."
What made Mary's gift significant was its cost. Three hundred denarii was roughly three hundred days of wages, almost an entire year's salary.
Every meaningful relationship involves sacrifice. Marriage requires it. Parenthood requires it. Even being part of a home church requires something of us.
What does it look like to sacrifice for Jesus? It could be acts of service. It could also mean living according to God's way rather than the world's, and for some of us, that comes at a real cost. A passed up promotion. Ridicule. Persecution.
Is that what Jesus asks of us?
"If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me." (Luke 9:23)
Yes. That is exactly what he asks.


Closing
The three responses are Acts of Service, Quality Time, and Sacrifice.
Have you been responding?
If you have not, do not feel bad. Feel hopeful. If you have been feeling stuck, like nothing is moving or breaking through in your life, it is worth asking whether the missing piece is simply your response to God.
The good news is that Jesus is merciful and full of love. He does not hold a grudge. When we come to him with a humble heart, he responds. That is who he is.
