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Luke 11:1

And it came about that while He was praying in a certain place, after He had finished one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.”

We learn to pray even from a very young age.  
Here are some prayers from children:

· Dear God: Please send a new baby for Mommy. The new baby you sent last week cries too much. Debbie, 7 

· Dear God: This is my prayer. Could you please give my brother some brains? So far, he doesn't have any. Angela, 8
· Dear Lord: Thank you for the nice day today. You even fooled the TV weatherman. Hank, 7

· Dear God: Please bring me a new brother. The one I got socks me all the time. Agnes, 6

· Dear God: I need a raise in my allowance. Could you have one of your angels tell my father? Thank you. David, 7

· Dear Lord; Tomorrow is my birthday. Could you please put a rainbow in the sky? Susan, 9 

Prayer has been the driving force of many great testimonies.

Dr. Helen Roseveare tells a story of a mother who died while giving birth to a premature baby in Zaire.  No incubator so needed a hot water bottle.  Girl prayed, Lord, send a hot water bottle today.  And a doll for her sister.  Later that afternoon a package arrived from England.  Inside was a hot water bottle and a doll.  Sent 5 months earlier by a lady’s prayer group.

Prayer has been the driving force of great men in history.

Abraham Lincoln

I have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else to go. My own wisdom, and that of all about me seemed insufficient for the day.

Why should we pray?
Matthew 6:8

So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.

If God already knows what we need before we ask Him, then what’s the point?

We pray because: 

1. God asks us to

Luke 18:1

Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart. 

Prayer is imperative.                                                                                                                  

We are commanded to pray. 

Matt. 26:41

Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. 

Philippians 4:6-7

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

God will give us what we really need.

2. Prayer seems to be the means of obtaining His solutions 

James 4:2

You do not have because you do not ask.

Thomas Watson

The angel fetched Peter out of prison, but it was prayer that fetched the angel.

· Pray in preparation for major decisions (Luke 6:12-13)

· Pray to overcome demonic barriers (Matthew 17:14-21)

· Pray to gather workers for the spiritual harvest (Luke 10:2)

· Pray to gain strength to overcome temptation (Matthew 26:41)

· Pray to obtain the means of strengthening others spiritually (Ephesians 6:18-19)

3. There is joy in prayer

John 16:24

Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, that your joy may be made full. 

Sometimes just the knowledge that God cares for us and answers us is more precious than the answer to our prayers. 
*Prayer to break up with my girlfriend.

4. Prayer can unlock God's wisdom

James 1:5

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

So many times, I’ve sat in rooms unable to help the people who came to me.  Was desperate so prayed and God showed up with His wisdom and brought the perfect solution.

Jeremiah 33:3

Call to Me, and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know. 

5. Prayer is a channel of power

Acts 4:31

And when they had prayed, the place where they had gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak the work of God with boldness.

When we pray we tap into God’s power, we transition from our strength to His strength.

6. Sinners can be saved when they pray in faith

Romans 10:13-14

For 'whoever will call upon the Name of the Lord will be saved.' How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?" 

Romans 10:9

That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.

7. It is a sin not to pray

1 Samuel 12:23

Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you: but I will instruct you in the good and right way. 

A lack of prayer demonstrates a lack of faith in God.  A lack of a consistent prayer life is self-sufficiency.  

The sin of prayerlessness is not laziness – its self-sufficiency.  Next week we will go much deeper into why we should pray.
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