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Luke 11:1

And it came about that while He was praying in a certain place, after He had finished one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.”

Do my prayers really matter that much?                                                                                  Can my prayers actually change things?                                                                            Does God need me to pray or want me to pray? An omnipotent God doesn't need anything, including my prayers.                                                                                                Isn't God going to do what He wants anyway?                                                                        Can God's will on earth be frustrated or thwarted if I don't pray?                                                  When God asks me to pray, I want it to matter, I don't want a religious exercise. 

John Wesley

God does nothing on the earth save in answer to believing prayer.

Is this true or not? 

Does a sovereign all-powerful God need our involvement or not?                       
Is prayer really necessary?                                                                                     
If so, why? 

I believe it is necessary.  Prayer can bring healing.  Prayer can bring revival.  Prayer can bring transformation.  Prayer can change nations. 

There was something about Jesus' prayer life that caused His disciples to ask, "Lord, teach us to pray." Now we come and ask, "Lord, teach us why we pray." 

It all starts with Adam. 

Adam – in Hebrew means man, human being. 
· Adam represents all of us                                                                                  
· What God intended for Adam, He intended for all of us. 

What was God’s intention for Adam? 

Gen 1:26-28

Then God said, “Let us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.  God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

Psalm 8:3-8
When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained; What is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for him?  Yet you have made him a little lower that God, and You crown him with glory and majesty!  You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through the paths of the seas.                       

Adam was God's re-presenter on earth. 

The word rule in v, 6 is the Hebrew word mashal – God's manager or steward or governor, Adam was God's mediator, go-between, or representative.

Psalm 115:16
The heavens are the heavens of the Lord, but the earth He has given to the sons of men.

 Given – nathan – assigned.
God didn't give away ownership of the earth, but He did assign the responsibility of governing it to humanity.

Adam was God's representative on earth, but what does it mean to represent someone?                
Represent – to present again
· to exhibit the image and counterpart of.                                                                                   
· to speak and act with authority on the part of.                                                                            
· to be a substitute or agent for.
It is no small task to re-present God so to help us humans more adequately carry out this assignment, God made us so much the same as Himself that it was illusionary. 

Genesis 1:27 

God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him, male and female, He created them.                           

Hebrew word for image is tselem – concept of shadow, phantom, or illusion.

An illusion is something you think you see, but on closer observation you discover that your eyes have tricked you. 

Creation must have been thinking, "I thought it was God, but its only Adam.”                                                                                                                      Adam was similar to or comparable to God.                                                                               Gen 1:26 likeness is Hebrew word demuwth comes from the root word damah meaning to compare.                                                          

Psalm 8:5

Yet You have made him a little lower than God, and You crown Him with glory and majesty.

God - Elohim
Only humans have the ability to create eternal spirits – no other creature has this ability. 

Do you know why the enemy hates us so much? 

1. We are made in His image.

2. We get redeemed.

3. We get to procreate eternal beings in the image of God. 

- V. 5 crowned Him with glory  

- Hebrew for glory –kabowd – heavy or weighty. Linked to the concept of authority.  

  Like someone who "carries a lot of weight." 

- Adam carried the weight on the earth.

- He re-presented God with full authority. He was in charge. 

- Greek for glory – doxa involves the concept of recognition. 

- 1 Cor. 11:7a - God was recognized in humans. 

For a man ought not to have his head covered, since he is the image and glory of God;
When creation looked at Adam, they were supposed to see God.

And they did until Adam sinned and fell short of the glory of God.  God is no longer recognized in fallen humankind. 

Let's review...  
· Adam was comparable to or similar to God – so much like God that it was illusionary.                          
· God was recognized in Adam, which meant that Adam "carried the weight" here on        earth.
· Adam represented God, presenting again His will on the earth.                                                 
· Adam was God's governor or manager here.                                                                                     
· The earth was Adam's assignment – it was under Adam's charge or care.                                               
· Adam was the watchman or guardian.                                                                              
· How things went on planet earth, for better or worse, depended on Adam and his offspring. 

So complete and final was Adam's authority on earth that he, not just God, had the ability to give it away to another. 

Luke 4:6 

And the devil said to Him, "I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me..." 

Jesus knew it. He called Satan ruler of this world 3 times (John 12:3, 14:30, 16:11). 

So complete and final was God's decision to do things on earth through human beings that it cost God the Incarnation to regain what Adam gave away.                          
God became a part of the human race. Why? 
Proof of the "through humans" decision God made. 

God chose from the time of creation to work on the earth through humans, not independent of them. 

Though God is sovereign and all-powerful Scripture tells us that He limited Himself concerning the affairs of the earth to working through human beings. 

This is the reason the earth is such a mess, not because God wills it so, but because of His choice to work and carry out His will through people. 

Scripture is full of: 
· God and humans, for better or worse, doing it together.                                                
· God needing faithful men and women.                                                                   
· God needing a race through whom to work through.                                                             
· God needing prophets, judges, and kings.                                                              
· God needing a human Messiah.                                                                                     
· God needing human hands to heal, human voices to speak, and human feet to go. 

God asks us to ask for His kingdom to come and His will to be done (Matt. 6: 10). Why? Would God want us to waste time asking for something that was going to happen anyway? 

He asks us to ask for daily bread (Matt. 6:11), yet He knows our needs before we even ask. 

He asks us to ask that laborers be sent into the harvest (Matt. 9:38). But doesn't the Lord of the harvest want that more than we do? Paul said, "Pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified" (2 Thessalonians 3:1). 
Wasn't God already planning to do this?                                      

Are not these things God's will?  Why then, am I supposed to ask Him for something He already wants to do if it's not that my asking somehow releases Him to do it?                               
Andrew Murray 

God's giving is inseparably connected with our asking.

Why the risk? Why would God do it this way? 
RELATIONSHIP!!! 

Either God wants this earth in this condition or He doesn't. 
If not then:
1. He is powerless to do anything about it. 

2. He is waiting on something from us to bring about change. 

The implications are huge.  We for the most part do not want this responsibility.

Has this ever happened before?

Philippians 2:3-8 
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Kenosis passage
Emptied – kena o – to make empty, deprive of, render useless.

Jesus laid down the privilege of deity and operated totally as a man on earth only empowered by the Holy Spirit.
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