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Psalm 8:4-6

What is man that You take thought of him, and the son of man that You care for him?  Yet You have made him a little lower than God, and You crown him with glory and majesty!  You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet,
Let's review…

· Adam was comparable to or similar to God – so much like God that it was illusionary. 

· God was recognized in Adam, which meant that Adam "carried the weight" here on earth. 

· Adam represented God, presenting again His will on the earth.  Re-present.
· Adam was God's governor or manager on earth.                                

· The earth was Adam's assignment – it was under Adam's charge or care.  

· Adam was the watchman or guardian.                                            

· How things went on planet earth, for better or worse, depended on Adam and his offspring. 

· So complete and final was Adam's authority on earth that he, not just God, had the ability to give it away to another. 
Luke 4:6 

And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it had been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.

· So complete and final was God's decision to do things on earth through human beings that it cost God the Incarnation to regain what Adam gave away.

· God chose from the time of creation to work on the earth through humans, not independent of them. 

· Though God is sovereign and all-powerful Scripture tells us that He limited Himself concerning the affairs of the earth to working through human beings.  
Philippians 2:6-8 Kenosis passage

Who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

This is the reason the earth is such a mess – not because God wills it so, but because of His choice to work and carry out His will through people. 

Scripture is full of:                                                                                          

· God and humans, for better or worse, doing it together.  

· God needing faithful men and women.                                                       

· God needing a race through whom to work.                                                

· God needing prophets, judges, and kings.                                                   

· God needing a human Messiah.                                                                 

· God needing human hands to heal human voices to speak and human feet to go. 

How do we reconcile the divide of God’s sovereignty and human responsibility?

R.B. Kuiper, Professor of Systematic Theology, Calvin Seminary

I liken them to two ropes going through two holes in the ceiling and over a pulley above. If I wish to support myself by them, I must cling to them both. If I cling only to one and not the other, I go down.

Let me unpack another idea which I hope helps to prove my point.

Creation

Genesis 1:1-3

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters.  Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.  

So often we are conditioned to think of the existence in Eden as perfect, that there was no room for improvement.  

Terence Fretheim, Creation Untamed, OT Professor, Luther Seminary


God created the world good but not perfect.

God states 6 times that what has been created is “good” (1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21) and once after the creation of Adam God said it was “very good” (1:31).  Even after the introduction of sin the evaluation of “good” is not lost, particularly in relation to human beings.  The human sinful condition is certainly not welcomed, but it does not change the fact that God still considers creation “good.”

But it is not perfect – meaning finished, free from pain and without need of improvement.

Genesis 1:28

God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

Fretheim points out that the command to subdue the earth suggests that there is an inherent lack of order that needs to be constructed within creation and God expects the creatures, including man to do it.

Although creation is “good” it is not perfect in that there is nothing for the created to do.  The process of creation continues through the created.  Not only are humans to be fruitful and multiply but also God invites humans to participate in the creative activity as God allows man to name the animals and birds.

Genesis 2:19

Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name.

Notice the joy in God when Adam names the animals.  God brought the animals to Adam to see what he would call them.  
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But not all is “good.”  

Genesis 2:18a


Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone;

Creation was good but it was not perfect, it was not finished.  In order for humanity to find its fullest expression there must be yet another creative act – bringing forth the woman.  
Every husband in the house – let’s say Hallelujah!

But even after the creation of the woman the world is not perfect, meaning free from pain.

Genesis 3:16a


To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth,

Notice that God is not introducing pain to the human experience here.

Although the woman has yet to bear any children, it is already assumed that pain will be a part of the process.  What has changed is that pain increases.

The introduction of sin does not inaugurate pain; it only complicates it and multiplies it.

Genesis 2:15

Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.

Again, why do it like this?  RELATIONSHIP!!!
God’s highest ideal is love.  But love is freely given and freely received.  It cannot be coerced or manipulated in any way.  There must be freedom to choose.  God knew and created the world with that in mind.  It was a risk but He so valued having a relationship with us.

Either God wants this earth in this condition or He doesn't.  If not, 

1. He is powerless to do anything about it. 

2. He is waiting on something from us to bring about change. 

The implications are huge.  

Let’s look at some scriptures…

ELIJAH 
1 Kings 18:1 

Now it happened after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying, “Go show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the face of the earth.”
Whose idea was it to send rain?  God.

Whose initiation?  God. 

Whose will?  God. 

If it was God's timing, initiation, and will, why did it take a human's prayers to birth the rain? 

Why 7 times? 7 is Biblical number of completion. 

God was teaching us that we must pray until the task is accomplished. 

James 5:17-18

Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months.  Then he prayed again, and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit.

Elijah needed to pray to bring about the rain because God has chosen to work through people. 

DANIEL 
Daniel 9 - promise of revival and deliverance. We tend to wait passively for it until it comes. 

What does Daniel do? He prays.

Daniel 9:3

So I gave my attention to the Lord to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes.

Paul Billheimer, Pastor and Educator
Daniel evidently realized that intercession had a part to play in bringing the prophecy to pass. God had made the prophecy. When it was time for its fulfillment He did not fulfill it arbitrarily outside of His program of prayer. He sought for a man upon whose heart He could lay a burden of intercession. As always God made the decision in heaven.  A man was called upon to enforce that decision on earth through intercession and faith. 

EZEKIEL 
Ezekiel 22:30-31
“I searched for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, so that I would not destroy it; but I found no one.  “Thus I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; their way I have brought upon their heads,” declares the Lord God. 
Bible tells us that God's character and existence are completely independent of any created thing (Acts 17:24-25) and God already has all resources in His hands (Job 41:11, Psalm 50:10-12), but God needs our prayers. 

God's holiness, integrity, and truth prevent Him from simply excusing sin, there must be judgment. But God is love and His desire is to redeem and show mercy. 

Ezekiel 33:11

He takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked.

James 2:13


…mercy triumphs over judgment.

Paraphrase 

"While My justice demanded judgment, My love wanted forgiveness. Had I been able to find a human to ask Me to spare this people, I could have. It would have allowed Me to show mercy. Because I found no one, however, I had to judge them." 

Dr. C. Peter Wagner, Missiology Professor, Fuller Theological Seminary           

We must understand that our sovereign God has for His own reasons so designed this world that much of what is truly His will He makes contingent on the attitudes and actions of human beings. He allows humans to make decisions that can influence history. Human inaction does not nullify the atonement, but human inaction can make the atonement ineffective for lost people. 

Jack Hayford, Pastor and President of The King’s College and Seminary
Prayer is essentially a partnership of the redeemed child of God working hand in hand with God toward the realization of His redemptive purposes on earth. 

We pray because we as the redeemed are partnering with a loving God who wants to redeem all mankind to Himself.

The agent of change is the church.

There is a responsibility that we have.

When Queen Victoria was a child, she didn't know she was in line for the throne of England. Her instructors, trying to prepare her for the future, were frustrated because they couldn't motivate her. She just didn't take her studies seriously. Finally, her teachers decided to tell her that one day she would become the queen of England. Upon hearing this, Victoria quietly said, "Then I will be good." The realization that she had inherited this high calling gave her a sense of responsibility that profoundly affected her conduct from then on.

Queen Elizabeth’s realization of her higher calling changed her conduct.

I pray the sons and daughters of the one and only King as we realize our higher calling would see how important and powerful our prayers are.

Our prayers are powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  This world is no longer controlled by the devil.  
Colossians 2:15

When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.

The devil still has some influence on the earth because of sin but Jesus has triumphed over Him and it seems that our prayers and obedience are the link that brings the fulfillment of His victory on this earth.

But we are not doing it on our own.  He is with us!

Dr. Charles Kraft, Missiology Professor, Fuller Theological Seminary

Without God, we can’t.  Without us, He won’t

Some might ask why does a good God allow evil.  Why doesn’t He just fix it.  He is trying through us.

A young man was complaining to God about the condition of the world.  Lord, why are so many people hungry and poor?  Why are there so many people who are suffering?  Why are there so many people lost?  Why are there so many people dying? 

The Lord replied, “I gave you a job so you can help those who are hungry and poor.”

“I gave you two hands and two ears so you can help the suffering.”

“I gave you two feet and a mouth so you can share My love with the lost.”

 “I gave you My Son so everyone can live forever.”

The man replied, “Oh.” 
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