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1 Timothy 2:1

First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,

Colossians 1:9

For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

Today I want to talk about a certain type of prayer called intercession or intercessory prayer.

Intercessory prayer is the act of praying to God on behalf of other people.  It is rooted in the idea of mediation.

An intercessor stands in the gap between God and someone in need, pleading for God’s mercy, healing, guidance, or any other need they may have.

I have personally benefited so much in my life because of intercessory prayer.

I have personally known two very effective intercessors: Lou Engle and Juanita Haralson.
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One of the dangers is that we outsource prayer to those who are gifted in it.  I did this when Juanita came into my life.  Big mistake.

There is an error in the modern church that says that God has called a special group of Christians to the ministry of intercession.  In one sense He has but the ministry of intercessory prayer is meant for everyone in the body of Christ.
1 Samuel 12:23

Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you; but I will instruct you in the good and right way.

It’s similar with the gift of evangelism.  Do only people with the gift evangelize?  Do we only pray for healing if we have the gift of healing?

There are basically 5 specific Greek words for intercession.

1.  Enteuxis – most specific word for intercession in the New Testament.

Means “falling in with” or meeting with the king to make a petition.  Implies a bold, confident access to God on behalf of someone else.  Official audience with a king.
1 Timothy 4:5


For it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.

Romans 8:26

In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;

2.  Deesis – supplication or petition

Refers to a specific, urgent request arising from a deep specific need.  

It carries the idea of lacking something and humbly asking God to provide.

Philippians 4:6

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication (deesis) with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

James 5:16

Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed.  The effective prayer (deesis) of a righteous man can accomplish much.
3.  Parakaleo

Means to call to one’s side or to urgently plead for another’s help or comfort.  To call alongside for help, comfort, or intense entreaty.

Matthew 8:5

And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring (parakaleo) Him,

2 Corinthians 12:8
Concerning this I implored (parakaleo) the Lord three times that it might leave me.

4.  Agonizomai – warfare prayer
Means to contend with an adversary or to strive earnestly.  It’s the idea of laboring, struggling.
Colossians 4:12

Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, always laboring earnestly (agonizomai) for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God.
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God wants to teach us how to pray for others.  To pray for your families, our nation, our workplaces, our leaders and church.  We will explore the next few weeks how we can do that.
Let’s intercede for one another.  Get with someone.  Share one prayer request and since you have an audience with the King boldly ask the King on behalf of that person.

Hebrews 4:15-16

For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weakness, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.  Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
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