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Job 1:1-5

There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job; and that man was blameless, upright, fearing God and turning away from evil.  Seven sons and three daughters were born to him.  His possessions also were 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 female donkeys, and very many servants; and that man was the greatest of all the men of the east.  His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them.  When the days of feasting had completed their cycle, Job would send and consecrate them, rising up early in the morning and offering burnt offerings according to the number of them all; for Job said, “Perhaps my sons have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually.
J John tells this story about David Livingstone.

Scottish missionary to Africa speaks at a church in Scotland.  He ends the message with the challenge – “Who will go.”  David Livingstone replied “I will go.”  Missionary tells him to become a medical doctor so he does.

While in Africa he gets a message from a chief of the village that they would come and kill him and everyone there.  David’s journals tell the whole story.  Years later they introduced the chief of the tribe to Jesus.  David asks the chief – “you sent me a message and told us that you would come and kill us but you didn’t.  Why not?”  Chief replied, “we did but when we came we saw 39 giants surrounding the compound, we counted them and they were huge.”

Years later David goes back to his sending church and shares this story.  The secretary asks him if he knew the date and Livingstone replied of course he did.  The secretary runs to the office and finds the diary of that date and showed him that on that date 39 church members were at church praying for them.  Coincidence?  

Prayer Shield is a spiritual covering of intentional, consistent intercessory prayer.  It is designed to bring divine protection, guidance, and blessing.

Rooted in the story of Job.  Job rose up early in the morning and interceded for his family and offered burnt offerings on their behalf.

Prayer Shield.

1.  Hedge of protection

Job 1:10

Have you not made a hedge about him and his house and all that he has, on every side?  You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.

In US hedge is a bush.  

As we consistently interceded God creates a protective barrier around the object of our prayers – family, church, city, work, etc.…

New Testament example is:

Ephesians 6:16

In addition to all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.

Important for us to always pray and bless our kids.

Children have a special place in God’s heart.  So much so that they are given a guardian angel.

Matthew 18:10

See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I say to you, that their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My Father who is in heaven.

Could the giants been the guardian angels who continually behold the face of God?

2.  Standing in the Gap

Ezekiel 22:30

I searched for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, so that I would not destroy it; but found no one.

As we consistently intercede we are standing in the gap before God on behalf of others.  

Best picture is from Lord of the Rings where Gandalf stands in between his friends and Balrog on the Bridge of Khazad-dum – “You shall not pass!”

Difference is you are not addressing the spiritual powers directly but you are praying to God on behalf of others.

3.  Lifting up Holy Hands

Exodus 17:11-13

So it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his hands down, Amalek prevailed.  But Moses’ hands were heavy.  Then they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one of one side and one of the other.  Thus his hands were steady until the sun set.  So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.

I saw this happen at Urbana missions conference.

This passage often refers to praying for those who are on the front lines of ministry – your pastors, HC leaders, ministry leaders.  Help them help you.

Pray for your leaders.  Created a prayer shield over them so that YOU can win the battle.

Let’s pray!
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