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Ephesians 6:12

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

In the course of the next few weeks we will be talking about how to pray in a spiritual battle, often called spiritual warfare.

Vanuatu mission story.

There is a spiritual battle going on.  We are called to be soldiers in this battle that Jesus started.

1 John 3:8

The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning.  The Son of God appeared for this very purpose: to destroy the work of the devil.

There is an enemy and he has a strategy.

2 Corinthians 2:11

In order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

Ephesians 6:11

Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

Paul tells us to be aware of the strategy of the enemy.

Before we get to the mindset and strategies lets first try to understand who is Satan?

Origin story.
3 Archangels

1. Gabriel – messenger angel
· Interprets Daniel’s vision – Daniel 8:16-27

· Reveals the prophecy of 70 weeks – Daniel 9:21-27

· Announces John’s birth – Luke 1:11-22

· Announces Christ’s birth – Luke 1:26-38

· Stands in God’s presence – Luke 1:19

2. Michael – warrior angel
· Stands against forces – Daniel 10:21

· Disputes with Satan – Jude 9

· Fights the dragon – Revelation 12:7-9

3. Lucifer – angel of worship
Lucifer – heylel – shining one, morning star.

Halal – root of heylel - to shine, to praise, to boast, to act like a madman.

Latin – stella lucida – bright star.

Chaldean – the morning star.

Arabic – splendid star.

Ezekiel 28:12-17
“Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “You had the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  “You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: the ruby, the topaz, and the diamond; the beryl, the onyx and the jasper; the lapis lazuli, the turquoise and the emerald; and the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, was in you.  On the day that you were created they were prepared.

“You were the anointed cherub who covers, and I place you there.  You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the midst of the stones of fire.  

“You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in you.

“By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with violence, and you sinned; therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God.  And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.

“Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor.  I cast you to the ground; I put you before kings, that they may see you. 

King of Tyre

Tyre was known for building its wealth by exploiting its neighbors.  Ancient writers referred to the city of Tyre as a city filled with unscrupulous merchants.  Tyre was a center of religious idolatry and sexual immorality.  The biblical prophets rebuked Tyre for its pride brought on by its great wealth and strategic location (Isaiah 23:1-18, Jeremiah 15:22; 27:1-11, Joel 3:4-8, Amos 1:9-10).

The descriptions however go beyond any mere human king.

An earthly king could not have been in Eden (v. 13) or have been the anointed cherub who covers in the holy mountain (v. 14).

Most Bible scholars believe that it is a dual prophecy, comparing the pride of the King of Tyre to the pride of Satan.  Some propose that the King of Tyre was actually possessed by Satan, making the link between the two even more powerful and applicable.

So, what happened?

Ezekiel seems to give us a good picture.

Lucifer was the angel of worship – v. 13 – settings and sockets – worked like an amplifier.

Lucifer guarded the presence of God.  He guarded and amplified the worship of the angels.

At this time it seems not all the worship was holy. 

When?

Genesis 1:2

And the earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep…

Isaiah 14:12-15
“How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn!  You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations!

“But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north.  ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’  ‘Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, to the recesses of the pit.

O star of the morning is translated in the KJV as Lucifer.

Matthew 4:8-10

Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, “All these things will I give You, if You fall down and worship me.”  Then Jesus said to him, “Begone, Satan! For it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.”

What does the devil ultimately want?

Your worship!

He wants to divert attention to himself.

Anytime we take what God has given to us and attribute it to ourselves we are operating in the demonic.

Pride kills. 

Proverbs 16:18

Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.

Like Satan, the human King of Tyre was prideful. Rather than recognize God’s sovereignty, the King of Tyre attributed Tyre’s riches to his own wisdom and strength. Not satisfied with his extravagant position, the King of Tyre sought more and more, resulting in Tyre taking advantage of other nations, expanding its own wealth at the expense of others. But just as Satan’s pride led to his fall and will eventually lead to his eternal destruction, so will the city of Tyre lose its wealth, power, and status.

History tells us that the kingdom of Tyre’s total destruction was partially fulfilled by Nebuchadnezzar and ultimately by Alexander the Great.

Great weapons of the enemy – pride and self.

CS Lewis


The ruthless, sleepless, unsmiling concentration upon self which is the mark of Hell.

Proverbs 11:2


When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom.

Pride takes a hold of us in mysterious ways.

Story of a clever salesman who closed hundreds of sales with this line: "Let me show you something several of your neighbors said you couldn't afford."

CH Spurgeon


Be not proud of race, face, place, or grace.

We must always arm ourselves with the understanding of the schemes of the enemy.  

Be humble and get out of self.  Be God-centered instead of self-centered.
My mother’s advice – “Sammy, always be humble and God will always take care of you.”
James 4:10

Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord and He will exalt you.
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